
Hostos Library Welcomes Faculty to Open House  

Welcome to the Hostos Library Newsletter!  Whether you are faculty, student or staff, we‘ll help 

you keep up-to-date about the library‘s latest acquisitions, programs, workshops, & resources.  

Welcome to the Spring 2009 Issue of the  

Hostos Library Newsletter!  
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O n Wednesday, Oct. 22, 

2008 at 3:30 p.m., the 

HCC Library welcomed fac-

ulty to an Open House. The 

event was organized in con-

junction with the Senate Li-

brary Committee, a group 

composed of Profs. Joyce 

Dais (chair), Flor Henderson, 

Sue Dicker, Gail August, 

Amy Ramson, Elvir Dincer, 

Olen Dias and Carolyn John-

son.  

 More than a dozen profes-

sors from the Mathematics, 

Business, English, Allied 

Health, Natural Sciences and 

other departments attended 

the event.  Profs. Elisabeth 

Tappeiner, Miriam Laskin, 

José Diaz, Catherine Lyons, 

William Casari, Rhonda John-

son and Jennifer Tang guided 

visitors to stations where pres-

entations and demonstrations 

on Reference IM (Instant 

Messenging), CLICS (CUNY 

Libraries Inter-Campus Ser-

vices), Information Literacy 

workshops,  E-Reserves, and 

Archives resources took 

place.  In addition, Jenny 

Baum from the New York 

Public Library provided infor-

mation about resources at 

NYPL.  

 Faculty met with their 

respective liaisons and re-

ceived handouts on searching 

databases, information liter-

acy workshops, E-Reserves, 

resources for faculty publica-

tion, and programs such as the 

Laptop Loan Program.  

 ―The Open House showed 

faculty how the library‘s re-

sources could be used to sup-

port student research as well 

as assist them in their re-

search, teaching and publica-

tion goals,‖ said Prof. Tap-

peiner.  ―It also encouraged 

faculty collaboration with 

librarians to design effective 

research assignments.‖

 Faculty expressed awe at 

the resources and new ser-

vices available at the library, 

including the new circulating 

DVD collection. They 

thanked the Library for hold-

ing this useful event. 

 

                   —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

Provost Lucinda Zoe chats with           

Prof. Christine O’Reilly                      

Profs. Julie Trachman, Paula     

Korsko and John Gillen enjoy re-

freshments and good conversation                         

Chief Librarian Lisa Tappeiner      

shows Prof. Brunilda Garcia how to 

search databases  

Hostos Library News  
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Prof. Jennifer Tang Examines Barbie and Culture at LACUNY Winter Meeting 

Library Announcements 

O n Dec. 12, 2008, Prof. 

Jennifer Tang, Serials/

Acquisitions Librarian at 

Hostos, presented ―What Bar-

bie Doll Collecting Taught 

Me‖ at the Library Associa-

tion of the City University of 

New York (LACUNY) Win-

ter Meeting.  She was one of 

the speakers at a program 

entitled ―The Enriched Librar-

ian: Avocations That Shape 

Us in Our Profession.‖  The 

event was held at Brooklyn 

College Library‘s Multipur-

pose Room. 

 Prof. Tang explained how 

she started collecting Barbies.  

Her exhibit included dolls 

from various eras, such as 

1960 Barbie; a 1969 ―MOD‖ 

redhead,  Superstar Barbie 

and Growing Up Skipper 

from the 70s; and Oriental 

Barbie from 1980. 

 She revealed that contro-

versy has dogged Barbie from 

the moment she was intro-

duced at the 1959 Interna-

tional Toy Fair in Manhattan. 

 ―According to Mattel folk-

lore, the toy buyers were 

mostly men, and they couldn‘t 

fathom why mothers would 

buy their little girls such a 

sexy doll,‖ she said.  To illus-

trate, she showed how Grow-

ing Up Skipper could be pro-

vocative.  By turning the 

doll‘s arm, she grows from a 

little girl to a full-figured ado-

lescent.    

 While feminists have vili-

fied Barbie for being anatomi-

cally inaccurate, Prof. Tang 

said Barbie collecting taught 

her about multiculturalism. 

 ―When I was a little girl, I 

longed for a Chinese Barbie,‖ 

she recalled.  ―At that time, 

none were available except 

for Oriental Barbie, part of 

Mattel‘s ‗dolls of the world‘ 

series.‖  She added that it 

wasn‘t until 1980 that Mattel 

came out with Black and His-

panic Barbies.  

 Prof. Tang‘s interest in the 

famous doll led her to write 

―Globalism and Barbie‘s Be-

hind,‖ a piece that examined 

how the doll‘s country of 

manufacture (imprinted on 

her behind)  reflected that 

nation‘s economic status.  The 

article appeared in the Sept. 5, 

2007 edition of the Los Ange-

les Times (http://tinyurl.com/

dcz97).  After the presenta-

tion, Prof. Tang invited guests 

to examine the dolls, an-

swered questions from the 

audience, and distributed 

handouts on the history of 

Barbie.   

 ―This is the 50th Anniver-

sary of Barbie. Like her or 

not, she‘s a part of American 

culture,‖ she concluded. 

          

 

HCC Library Renovates Classroom and Introduces iPod Touch Pilot Program  

A newly updated and reno-

vated Library classroom 

is set to open next September.  

 Currently, Room A214 is 

used for all of the Library‘s 

Information Literacy Work-

shops.  The room is equipped 

with a projector and laptops 

for student use. 

 Over Spring break and the 

summer, the room will un-

dergo an upgrade.  The reno-

vated classroom will feature 

comfortable new seating as 

well as high-resolution LCD 

panels.   These carefully 

placed monitors will allow 

students to enjoy better 

visuals from any 

corner of the room 

during information 

literacy workshops. 

 In addition, the 

Library is starting a 

pilot project em-

ploying the latest 

technology: the 

Ipod Touch.

 An advanced 

version of Apple‘s 

phenomenally suc-

cessful Ipod music 

player, this device 

is a portable media 

player that offers a Wi-Fi mo-

bile platform.  Users can 

browse the Internet, 

view photos, 

download movies 

(from the iTunes 

store) and watch 

YouTube videos.  It 

also offers note-

taking capability 

and access to email 

with rich HTML 

graphics.  Users can 

also  open Micro-

soft Word and Ex-

cel attachments as 

well as PDF files.       

     Need directions? 

It also provides maps with 

satellite images, traffic and 

weather updates.   

 The Library anticipates 

students will enhance their 

educational experience 

through the iPod Touch‘s 

ability to receive podcasts, 

study materials, e-books and 

other educational applica-

tions.    

 A limited number of  iPod 

Touches are scheduled to be 

available to students begin-

ning next fall.   

 

      —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

(From Left to Right): Enchanted Evening Barbie - 1960 Repro;  Stacey MOD 

doll (1969); Deluxe Quick Curl Barbie (1976); Superstar Barbie (1977);                  

Oriental  Barbie (1980); and Growing Up Skipper (1976) 

A close-up of an        

Ipod Touch  



  

DATABASE 
 

NEW!  The Economist 
historical archive (1843-
2003).  This database 
includes over 8000 is-
sues of global news, 
analysis, cultural and 
scientific news and im-
ages.  The Economist 
complements the His-
torical New York 
Times, providing an in-
ternational perspective 
on 19th and 20th century 
history and current 
events. 

 

 

  

 BOOKS 
    
The Brief Wonderous 
Life of Oscar Wao 
(2008) by Junot Diaz 
 
A Mercy (2007) by Toni 
Morrison 
 

How to Market and Sell 
Your Art, Music, Photo-
graphs and Handmade 
Crafts Online (2008) By 
Lee Rowley  
 
Zora Neale Hurston : a 
Biography of the Spirit 
(2007) by Deborah G. 
Plant 
              

   DVDs 
 
The Secret Life of Bees 
(2008) Starring: Dakota 
Fanning, Queen Lati-
fah, Jennifer Hudson 
 
The Brave One (2008)  
Starring: Jodie Foster, 
Terrence Howard 
 
I Am Legend (2008) 
Starring: Will Smith, 
Alice Braga, Charlie 
Tahan 
 
Children of Men (2007) 
Starring: Clive Owen, 
Julianne Moore 
 

 
 
An Inconvenient Truth: 
A Global Warning 
(2006).  Presenter: Al 
Gore. 
 
Pan’s Labyrinth (2007) 
In Spanish. Starring: 
Ivana Baquero, Sergi 
López and Maribel 
Verdú. 
 
   
 
 

NEW RESOURCES—Databases, Books and DVDs 

Introducing: Online Information Competency Tutorials and Quizzes! 

T he Hostos Library is 

proud to introduce a new 

way to integrate some impor-

tant Information Literacy 

principles and skills into your 

courses!  These tutorials sup-

plement – but do not replace – 

the Library‘s Information 

Literacy workshops.

 You can now assign one 

or more of the tutorials to 

your students at the appropri-

ate point in your syllabus. The 

students can do the tutorial 

and take a quiz, then send 

their scores to you via email. 

You can easily add links for 

any of the tutorials to your 

Blackboard site so that your 

students can use the link to go 

straight to the tutorial and 

quiz!  Or simply assign your 

students to go to the Hostos 

Library website and click on 

the ―CUNY Information 

Competency Tutorials‖ link 

on the right hand side of the 

Library Home page.  The 

tutorials Home page is at: 

http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/l

ibrary/info_lit/library/. 

There are eight tutorials; 

six of these offer a quiz. The 

same six tutorials are also 

available in a bilingual, Span-

ish/English version (thanks to 

Prof. José Diaz)!  For native 

Spanish-language students 

who are still learning English, 

going through the tutorials 

will improve their under-

standing of the vocabulary 

used when they do research.

 In addition to the six quiz-

zes, there is an ―All Tutorials‖ 

(comprehensive) quiz.  Below 

are the names of each tutorial. 

(If a quiz is offered, it is noted 

in parentheses).  

 For more info on what 

each tutorial offers and how 

you might use them with your 

students, see the ―Welcome‖ 

page at the ICT site.  This 

page describes the informa-

tion literacy (competency) 

skills offered in each tutorial.    

Determine Your Information 

Needs  (+ Quiz) 

Define the Research Topic (+ 

Quiz)  

Locate and Retrieve Relevant 

Information (+ Quiz)  

Use the Technological Tools For 

Accessing Information (+ Quiz)  

Evaluate Information (+ Quiz)  

Communicate Using a Variety of 

Information Technologies  

Understand the Ethical, Legal, 

and Socio-Political Issues Sur-

rounding Information and Infor-

mation Technology (+ Quiz) 

Use, Evaluate, and Treat Criti-

cally Information Received From 

the Mass Media          

If you would like more help 

or info, please contact Prof. 

Miriam Laskin, Head, In-

structional Services, x4207 

or MLaskin@hostos.cuny.edu 
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Librarians’ Picks: Great Databases Available at Hostos  

Business/History/

Political Science 

 

CQ Researcher 

  

―This database is great.  It 

offers elegantly designed, 

organized and illustrated in-

depth reports on controver-

sial issues (like campaign 

finance reform) and topics 

of interest to almost anyone.  

It‘s ideal for students who 

need to understand the com-

plex social, economic, po-

litical or historical issues 

such as human rights in 

China, U.S. elections, edu-

cation and other diverse 

topics.‖   

 —Prof. Miriam Laskin 

Allied Health/

Nursing 

 

Nursing Resource Center   

 

―This is a valuable resource 

for all allied health students, 

especially those in nursing.  

Care plans, animations and 

images, definitions and arti-

cles from major allied health 

journals are included.  User-

friendly, it was created spe-

cifically for nursing stu-

dents.  This database will 

help busy students avoid the 

crowds clamoring over 

printed allied health materi-

als in the reference area.‖ 

                            

       —Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 

 

Humanities  

 

 

Historical NY Times   

                                             

―This is a top pick for me.  

Easy to search and it allows 

you to access archived news 

articles, often with pictures!  

It‘s a wonderful tool for 

primary source research 

about New York and of 

course the world.  Entering 

keywords and hitting upon 

the right search terms might 

take a bit of practice for the 

novice but this kind of ac-

cess is great!‖    

 

 —Prof. William Casari 

 

Reference 

 

 

Refworks 

                                         

―This is an online research 

management, writing and 

collaboration tool.  It saves 

and organizes citations for 

books, journals, etc., and 

allows you to create bibliog-

raphies, insert citations in 

Word documents, and share 

your references with others. 

I use it in my research.  It 

helps me stay organized and 

keeps track of my work over 

time.  It‘s on the Library‘s 

‗Quick links‘ menu.‖        

    

       —Prof. Kate Lyons              

Faculty Alert: How E-Reserves Can Work For You  

F aculty, are you concerned 

about the recent Black-

board outage and wonder if 

there is another option avail-

able for keeping your docu-

ments accessible at all times  

your students? 

 In addition, at the begin-

ning of the semester, do you 

lose time waiting for selected 

texts to arrive in the book-

store?    

 If so, you might want con-

sider using  E-Reserves, a 

service provided by the HCC     

Library. 

 Conventional reserves 

consist of hard copy items 

(i.e., library-owned and per-

sonal copy books, manuals, 

dvd‘s).  Electronic reserves is 

a web-based form of reserves 

service which consists of digi-

tally and/or electronically 

formatted items (i.e., syllabi, 

exams, articles, and chapter 

notes).  These items can be  

MS Word files, URL‘s (web 

addresses), image files, etc. 

 

For students, E-Reserves 

offer these benefits: 

 

Available 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week 

 

Accessible from any 

computer workstation, 

either on or off-campus  

 

Class materials can be 

viewed simultaneously 

and then printed by mul-

tiple students  

 

Reserve materials remain 

legible and in order 

 

No  problems with miss-

ing or partial documents 

 

 

 

 

For faculty, E-Reserves offer 

these benefits: 

 

Library staff will manage 

the course reserve pages 

for you 

 

Library staff will train 

faculty to manage their 

own course reserves 

pages 

 

E-Reserves can be linked 

with other course man-

agement products such as 

Blackboard 

 

Library staff will scan 

documents and convert 

them to adobe acrobat 

(PDF) format 

 

Articles from databases 

may be used as URL 

links 

 

 To place items on re-

serve, faculty must complete 

the request form, which must 

then be submitted with a copy 

of the course syllabus.  The 

forms may be submitted to 

the Reserve Desk (A-308F) or 

by inter-office mail.   

 Electronic submission of 

requests will be forthcoming.  

All reserve requests must be 

in compliance with U.S. 

copyright laws.  

 For more info,  see the 

―Faculty Services‖ link on the 

library webpage or visit the 

―Reserves‖ section:  

www.hostos.cuny.edu/

library/hcc/reserves.asp#eres. 

   

Questions?  Contact  

Prof. Rhonda L. Johnson, 

Head of Access Services: 

rhjohnson@ 

hostos.cuny.edu. 
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CLICS Makes it Easy to Get Books from All Over CUNY   

N YPL offers many 

resources that may 

interest Hostos students and 

faculty.  At nypl.org data-

bases, faculty and students 

can find magazine and 

newspaper articles that may 

not be available through a 

simple Web search, in the 

category of their choice.  

 The digital collections           

(www.nypl.org/digital) of-

fer access to materials in 

the branch and research 

libraries for downloading, 

or that may be too delicate 

to access in their physical 

format. The NYPL catalog 

lets users find and request 

books, DVDs, CDs and 

more, for free.   

 The Library offers 

classes from ESOL to Small 

Business to basic computer 

skills, and more  (see 

www.nypl.org/classes) .  It 

also offers job search assis-

tance and resources.  Visit 

www.nypl.org/services/jobs 

  Many NYPL locations 

have wi-fi, and may have 

computer or laptop time 

that can be reserved with a 

valid NYPL Library card.  

 

  -- Jenny Baum    

Supervising Librarian, 

Terence Cardinal Cooke 

Cathedral Branch Library   

 

F aculty, do you know who 

your Faculty Liaison is? 

Library Liaisons are your 

personal ambassadors to the 

HCC Library! Want to recom-

mend a purchase, schedule a 

course-related workshop or 

put material on Reserve? Con-

tact the Liaison for your de-

partment!  

 

William Casari:  Anthro-

pology,  Natural Sci-

ences, Psychology,  So-

cial Work and Sciences,  

Sociology 

José Diaz:  Africana 

Studies, Counseling, 

Latin American & Carib-

bean Studies, Modern  

Languages, Philosophy 

Rhonda Johnson:  

Criminal Justice, Eco-

nomics, History, Political 

Science, Public Admini-

stration, Public Interest 

Paralegal Program 

Miriam Laskin:  English, 

Language & Cognition, 

CUNY Language Immer-

sion Program (CLIP),   

Libra Program 

Kate Lyons:  Accounting, 

Business, Data Process-

ing, Marketing, Mathe-

matics, Office Admini-

stration & Technology 

Elisabeth Tappeiner:  

Dental Hygiene, Geron-

tology, Medical Labora-

tory Technology, Natural 

Sciences, Nursing, Ra-

diological Technology 

Jennifer Tang: Educa-

tion, Urban Health Stud-

ies, Visual and Perform-

ing Arts 

 

        —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

The Public 

Librarian’s View:  

What NYPL and 

Other Public 

Libraries Can Offer 

Researchers  

Faculty Alert:  Meet and Know Your Library Liaison! 

C LICS stands for CUNY 

Libraries Inter-Campus 

Services.  It‘s a book delivery 

service that lets you request a 

book from any CUNY library 

to be delivered to you for pick 

up at any other CUNY library! 

How to use CLICS 

You‘re student/faculty/staff at 

Hostos Community College 

with a library-activated col-

lege ID card and a circulating 

book you need is not available 

in that collection: 

Search  CUNY+ Union 

Catalog by selecting All 

CUNY Libraries (Drop 

down menu). 

Locate the information on 

all copies of the title you 

want by clicking on the 

campus holdings informa-

tion  

If the item status is listed 

as Regular Loan the item 

is a circulating book and 

you can request it  

Click the link marked   

Title Request  

You will be prompted for 

your library username and 

password  (Use the 14-

digit barcode that begins 

with a ―2‖ in front of 

Hostos ID card; the library 

barcode number is both 

your username & pass-

word). 

Select your pick up loca-

tion from the drop-down 

menu. 

After you select your 

pickup location, click Go 

to finish your request.  You 

will then see a confirma-

tion message that the re-

quest has been completed. 

Log out of CUNY+  

Email notification will be 

sent to you when the book 

is available at the HCC 

Library Circulation Desk. 

(Delivery may take 2-3 

days from the time item is 

available. You can also 

call or visit the Circulation 

Desk if you don‘t receive 

an email.) 

NOTE:  Regularly circulating 

books may be requested 

whether they are on the shelf or 

already checked out to another 

patron. For further information, 

click on ―Help‖ in CUNY +. 

       —Prof. José Diaz 

 

The list of Liaisons is available on the 

Library’s web page at 

hostos.cuny.edu/library.  Go to 

“About the Library” and then scroll 

down to “Liaisons”  



F or more than 25 years, 

Prof. José Diaz has en-

joyed a long and productive 

career as a Reference librarian 

at HCC Library.   He is cur-

rently Associate Professor and 

Head of Reference, as well as 

the Bibliographer for Humani-

ties and Counseling.  

 Born in NYC, José is 

proud of his Dominican roots. 

His parents were hardworking 

immigrants who emigrated to 

the U.S. in search of a better 

life.   

 ―They believed strongly in 

the transformative power of 

education 

as a basis 

for a 

brighter 

future,‖ 

he ob-

served.  

 He 

spent his 

early childhood in lower Man-

hattan and later moved with his 

family to Queens.  It was while 

working as a public school 

teacher that he first became 

interested in librarianship.   

 The second time was while 

he was studying history and 

Spanish 

litera-

ture at 

St.   

John‘s 

Univer-

sity.  ―I 

worked 

as a 

page at a local public library,‖ 

he said.  ―It was a positive ex-

perience that made me decide I 

wanted to pursue a career as a 

librarian.‖    

 After he graduated from St. 

John‘s, José went on to achieve 

two master‘s degrees - one in 

library science, the other in 

Spanish literature - from 

Queens College and St. John‘s, 

respectively.  
 In January 1981, Prof. Diaz 

was appointed Reference librar-

ian at Hostos.  ―Back then, the 

Library occupied undesignated 

spaces.  It was located on the 

second floor of the ―B‖ build-

ing (500 building) after a prior 

move.  

 ―Unlike today, it was a 

closed stack system—students 

couldn‘t browse the shelves.     

  (Continued on the next page)  
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Hostos Memories from Prof. José Diaz 

2 009 marks the centennial 

year of the Grand Con-

course, the visionary thorough-

fare designed by Louis Risse 

and the home of Hostos Com-

munity College since 1970.  

 The Grand Boulevard and 

Concourse, as it was originally 

known, began at 161st street 

and ended nearly four miles 

later at Mosholu Parkway. 

Later, the section of Mott Ave-

nue beginning at 138th Street 

was incorporated as part of the 

Grand Concourse before the 

Bronx County Building was 

completed in the early 1930‘s.

 Planning is underway at 

Hostos to incorporate this cen-

tennial event into classroom 

learning in conjunction with an 

archival event series, author 

visits and an urban studies 

seminar using the history of the 

Concourse as catalyst.   

 Prof. William Casari, Li-

brary, is working with select 

faculty who have expressed an 

interest in exploring this local 

history event as a topic in their 

classes for the fall 2009 semes-

ter.  The idea is an outgrowth of 

his 2006 Com-

mittee on 

Beautiful Ideas 

(COBI) project 

with Prof. 

Felix Cardona 

of Behavioral 

and Social 

Sciences.  The 

Concourse 

centennial can 

be woven into 

classroom as-

signments 

whereby a local context and 

stake in a student‘s physical 

environment is established 

through writing, photography, 

digital design or answering 

questions like ―how has the 

population of the Bronx 

changed over time?‖ or ―What 

has the Grand Concourse been 

witness to during the last 100 

years?‖     

 Students may also want to 

incorporate the built environ-

ment and architectural styles 

such as Art Deco into their 

coursework. This a natural fit 

for sociology, English and his-

tory courses, among others.  

Students will 

be able to inte-

grate  this 

event into cur-

rent studies 

and see it in 

terms of the 

past as well as 

their life in the 

Bronx today.  

Objectives, 

methods and 

topics for dis-

cussion have 

all been outlined as part of the 

urban studies seminar which 

can also be customized for indi-

vidual assignments as part of an 

existing syllabus.   

 The Hostos Archives is 

also planning a small exhibit 

using archival photographs 

taken by the late Prof. Magda 

Vasillov during the first two 

years of the college‘s existence.  

These images are currently be-

ing arranged and described as 

part of a NYS Archives Docu-

mentary Heritage Program 

grant.   

 Just up the Grand Con-

course at 165th Street, The 

Bronx Museum of the Arts 

commemorates the event with 

―Intersections:  The Grand 

Concourse at 100,‖ an exhibit 

examining the past, present and 

future of this important boule-

vard which serves as the cere-

monial spine of the Bronx, con-

necting Manhattan with the 

parks of the Northern Bronx 

and serving as home for many 

Bronxites.  The museum exhibit 

is on display now through July 

10th and features fine art, pho-

tographs and objects depicting 

the past 100 years along the 

Concourse.  Artist Skowmon 

Hastanan created a unique 

timeline featuring dates and 

quotes illustrating the boule-

vard‘s inception, glory days, 

troubled years and eventual 

resurgence in the 1990‘s. If 

you would like to become in-

volved in Hostos‘ celebration 

of Bronx Now! The Grand 

Concourse at 100 or have addi-

tional ideas please contact me 

at the library.   

             —Prof. William Casari 

 

The Glory of the Bronx:  The Grand Concourse at 100 

Passersby cross Joyce Kilmer Park in 

May 1948 at the Grand Concourse 

and 164th Streets.  1001 Grand Con-

course, a red brick Art Deco apart-

ment house, looms in background.  

Photographer Unknown, Collection 

of  Michael Bongiovi. 

Prof. José Diaz as he looked in the 90s and today.  



Hostos Memories from Prof. José Diaz—Continued 

WANTED: STUDENT CONTRIBUTORS!        

Winner of FIRST PRIZE for Best Small College Student Literary Magazine (Eastern Region) for 2006           
in the annual contest sponsored by the Community College Humanities Association. 

 

        We encourage all Hostos students to submit work! 
 
Writing: * Essays * Stories * Poems * Interviews * News Articles * Excerpts from novels-in-progress. 
Art: * Paintings * Drawings * Collage * Photographs * Sculpture  
 
TEACHERS!  Please encourage your students to write essays or other pieces with publication in mind.  
We would love to include academic essays as well as imaginative work. 

 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 

Writers! 
Escriba is a multilingual journal—written works may be in English, Spanish, French, Italian or any language you 
prefer. Anything up to 5,000 words is acceptable. NO LIMIT on NUMBER OF SUBMISSIONS PER STUDENT 
 
To submit:  Email or bring your work to Prof. Miriam Laskin. She is at the Library, Room A213H. Phone: (718) 
518-4207. Email mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu. 
 
NOTE: Send work as an attachment to a MS Word or RTF format or on a disk. Please include your full 
name, phone number and e-mail address.   Prof. Laskin will acknowledge receipt of your work and will 
contact you if she has any questions. 

 
Artists! 

Set up an appointment with Prof. Jennifer Tang. She is at the Library, Room A207G. Phone: (718) 518-4298, or 

email  jtang@hostos.cuny.edu. Bring photographs or scan the art you would like to submit.  Provide your contact 

information including your name and email address or phone number so she can reach you. 
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To access material, they had to 

consult the card catalog; write 

out a call slip; and request 

books at the circulation desk.‖ 

 Before the advent of online 

searching, Prof. Diaz noted that 

bibliographic instruction ―was 

focused on teaching the use of 

the card catalog and the print 

indexes, e.g., Reader’s Guide 

to Periodical Literature.”    

 In addition, library work-

shops made limited use of tech-

nology. ―We used overhead 

projectors and ‗home made‘ 

transparencies!‖ he recalled.

 In 1990, the library found its 

permanent home in the ―A‖ 

building (475 Grand Concourse 

location).  ―The new library 

design won a local architectural 

award, and we were all excited 

and proud,‖ he noted. 

 Soon new technologies 

transformed the library. 

―Thanks to the strong support 

of the current administration,  

the Library has experienced a 

much needed ‗renaissance.‘ 

New leadership combined with 

a dynamic and dedicated library 

faculty/staff have done much to 

bring our Library into the 21st 

century,‖ he said.  

 In 2007,  the Library  re-

ceived the coveted ACRL Ex-

cellence in Academic Libraries 

Award given out every year by 

the Association of College and 

Research Libraries.    

 ―It was a proud moment—

not only for our library but the 

entire college community,‖ he 

added.   

    

 In addition to his other 

roles, Prof. Diaz  also enjoys 

assisting students enrolled in 

developmental education 

courses.  To this end, he has 

produced a Spanish translation 

of the modules in the online 

CUNY Information Literacy 

(IL) Competency Tutorials, 

making it the first bilingual IL 

Competency Tutorials in the 

country. 

 —Prof. José Diaz, as told          

      to Prof. Jennifer Tang   

mailto:mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu
mailto:jtang@hostos.cuny.edu
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Website: 

hostos.cuny.edu/library 

 

Address: 

Hostos Community College Library 

475 Grand Concourse 

Bronx, NY 10451 

(718) 518 4222 

 

Library Hours:  

Mon - Thurs = 9 a.m.—9pm Fri = 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Sat-Sun = 10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

(Please check our website for Summer Hours) 

 

Hostos Library News  
is published by the Hostos Community College Library 


