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F or the first time, the   

Hostos Library will pre-

sent four awards to honor stu-

dent contributors whose out-

standing written or visual work 

(either in digital design or art) 

appears in the latest issue of 

Escriba! /Write!   

 The literary journal, pub-

lished by the Hostos Library 

every year at the end of the 

Spring semester, won First 

Prize for Best Small College 

Student Literary Magazine 

(Eastern Region) in 2006 in an 

annual contest sponsored by the 

Community College Humani-

ties Association.  Published 

online and in print, the journal 

features multilingual work by 

Hostos students. This year 

marks the tenth anniversary 

issue of the journal.    

 Each semester, students are 

invited to submit work in all 

genres, including art, poetry 

and essays. Last year, 

Escriba! /Write! added an 

online supplement to its regular 

issue to accommodate a flood 

of quality submissions. 

 ―There was so much out-

standing work from students 

that we wanted to include as 

much of it as possible,‖  com-

mented Prof. Miriam Laskin, 

editor of Escriba! /Write!  and 

Coordinator of Instruction Ser-

vices and Reference Librarian 

at the Hostos Library.    

 Profs. Miriam Laskin and 

Jennifer Tang will present the 

awards at the Hostos Honors 

Convocation on May 29.  Two 

student writers and two student 

artists will be recognized for 

their originality, clarity, skill 

and ability to evoke emotional 

responses through their contri-

butions.  

 The editors also expressed 

their thanks to Prof. Catherine 

Lewis, whose expertise in de-

sign and layout proved indis-

pensible to the production of 

the latest Escriba! /Write!  

 

—Prof. Jennifer Tang 

    

 

 Winners of First ¡Escriba!/Write! Awards  for 
Excellence in Writing and Art To Be Honored 

at the May 29 Honors Convocation  
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Library Announcements 

Hostos Library Unveils New Leisure Journals Collection 

T he Hostos Library is proud to introduce a new ―leisure‖ periodicals collection that complements our current leisure book selec-

tions.  Students and faculty are invited to peruse the collection, which will include 12+ popular magazines on health,  culture, 

women’s issues, lifestyles, parenting, and current newstories.  Shelved on a wooden spinner located near the staircase on the lower 

level of the library, the collection is designed to be self-service.   See below for included titles. Enjoy! 

           —Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 
 

  

New Streaming Video Collection for Hostos Library Expected in Fall 2012  

T he Hostos Library has ordered a new 

streaming video collection in the area 

of Humanities and Social Sciences.  The 

collection, one of several discipline-

specific collections offered by Films on 

Demand, includes 5,000 full-length videos and 71,000 video 

clips relevant to the following areas: 

  Anthropology  

  Area Studies  

  Art and Architecture 

  Communication  

  Criminal Justice  

  Education  

  English and Language Arts  

  Geography  

  History 

 Music  

 Philosophy and Religion 

 Political Science 

 Psychology   

  Sociology  

  World Languages  

 The service is expected to be available in Fall 2012.  Users 

will access videos via a link that can be embedded into Black-

board and other sites.  Streaming eliminates the inconvenience of 

damaged DVDs and offers users access to videos 24hrs, 7 days a 

week.  The library will keep faculty posted as to when this excit-

ing new service is fully functional. 

—Prof. Jennifer Tang 
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New Books & DVDs! 

Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop: A 

History of the Hip-Hop     

Generation by Jeff Chang 

This comprehensive cultural history of 

hip-hop offers a lively exploration of  

how this genre has united people 

across generational, racial, and eco-

nomic lines. 

Italian Immigrant Radical     

Culture: The Idealism of the      

Sovversivi in the United States 

1890-1945  by Marcella Bencivenni 

The author, a Hostos faculty member, 

documents the history of the       

Sovversivi, a group of Italian-

American rebels and socialists who 

played a vital role in the American 

Left until World War II.  

At This Defining Moment: 

Barack Obama's Presidential 

Candidacy and the New       

Politics of Race by Enid Logan 

Is racism dead? In the aftermath of 

Obama’s momentous election to Presi-

dent of the U.S., the author examines 

how this inspiring event reflects the 

changing dynamics of race in the U.S.   

as we know it today. 

50 Best Jobs for Your       

Personality by Michael Fox and 

Laurence Shatkin. 

 

Are you in the right profession? The    

authors offer insights and personality 

quizzes that help you uncover your 

true personality type and matches you 

with the 50 best jobs that relate to it. 

Black Swan (2010) Starring 

Natalie Portman, Mila Kunis, Vincent 

Cassel   

Natalie Portman stars as Nina, an 

unstable but talented ballerina har-

assed by her director and tormented 

by competitive rival dancer. Soon 

Nina’s tenuous grip on reality starts 

to slip away – plunging her into a 

waking nightmare.  

Black in Latin America 

(2011) by Henry Louis Gates, Jr.   

The third installment of Gates’s docu-

mentary trilogy on the Black Experi-

ence, the book explores the diverse 

experiences of those of African    

ancestry growing up in Brazil, Cuba, 

the Dominican Republic, Haiti,      

Mexico, and Peru.   

 

Moolaadé (2007) Starring 

Fatoumata Coulibaly, Maimouna 

Hélène Diarra. 

An award-winning polemic against 

the practice of female circumcision, 

Moolaadé tells the story of four  

African girls who flee to the house of 

a strong-willed woman who invokes 

the custom of moolaadé (sanctuary) 

to protect the fugitives.  

The Flaw (2012) Starring Robert 

Shiller, Robert Frank, Joseph Stiglitz.   

What caused the financial crisis and 

subsequent recession? This enlighten-

ing and provocative documentary re-

views the events that led to the col-

lapse. The film argues that the roots of 

the crisis lie in the changing relation-

ship between the rich and “the rest” in 

American society.  
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10.  Test your library 

assignment by doing it your-

self, before you give the assign-

ment to your students. At the 

very least, make sure any books 

you assign for reading are 

available in our library and 

consider putting them on Re-

serve. If you test your assign-

ment first, you can pinpoint 

problems students may encoun-

ter and head off frustration and 

disappointment. Feel free to 

consult with your liaison librar-

ian, who is familiar with differ-

ent types of assignments and 

their pitfalls. 

9.  Assume your students 

have minimal library experi-

ence.  Many Hostos students 

have never had the opportunity 

to use a library of any kind. 

Consider requiring your stu-

dents to take one or more of our 

open workshops as a part of 

your course curriculum. Please 

remind your students regularly 

that the library is a great place 

to work, study or do research 

alone or in collaboration with 

other students.  

8. Consult with your liai-

son librarian if you are de-

signing a new research as-

signment and would like to 

discuss appropriate resources 

and their availability. We will 

work with you to achieve your 

course goals or objectives. Re-

quest new titles for purchase in 

preparation for teaching a new 

course or revamping one you 

teach. 

 7.  Explain your assign-

ment clearly, and provide 

your students with a written 

copy.  Your suggestions for the 

types of resources to use, and 

complete, accurate citations for 

specific works are good to in-

clude in the assignment. 

Providing a copy of the assign-

ment to your liaison librarian is 

a good idea too. Advise your 

students to bring along your 

written assignment when they 

go to the library; it helps the 

librarian help your students. 

6. Avoid very current or 

local topics if you wish your 

students to use scholarly jour-

nals as a source. There may be 

nothing yet published in jour-

nals on such topics, but we 

have full-text databases that can 

be used to research current and 

local topics. 

 5. Avoid research topics 

that are too general or too 

specific. Overly broad topics 

can result in an overwhelming 

number of results, and too-

specific topics can fail to turn 

up any. If part of your goal for 

the assignment is to get stu-

dents to narrow (or focus) a 

broad topic down, let them 

know they will have to do some 

research and then re-focus on a 

narrower topic that attracts their 

interest within the broader one.  

4. Avoid creating a “mob 

scene” through your assign-

ment. Dozens of students using 

just one book, article, or index, 

or looking for the same infor-

mation, usually leads to mis-

placement, loss, or mutilation 

of materials. Allow students to   

(Continued on page 7)               

How to Get Great Results from Your Research or Library-Related                 

Assignments!  

Top Ten Tips for Faculty 

P rof. Lisa Tappeiner,   

Library, and Sarah Bren-

nan, the Center for Teaching 

and Learning, have teamed 

up to create a Media Wiki 

page and a blog that provide 

links to free educational re-

sources and  information 

about how to contribute to 

Open Access resources. The-

se tools are part of their 2011 

COBI project, Open Hostos!: 

Open Access for Innovation 

in Scholarship, Teaching, 

and Learning, which aims to 

educate the Hostos communi-

ty about Open Access. 

 Open Access is not new 

a new idea. Scholars have 

used tech-

nology to 

facilitate 

the free 

and open 

exchange 

of know-ledge for decades. 

Project Gutenberg launched 

its ambitious project in 1971 

to digitize public domain 

books--from Alice in Won-

derland to the Bible--and 

make them freely available. 

Today, Open Access is an 

international movement and 

over 300 institutions world-

wide have signed the 2003 

Berlin declaration on Open 

Access to Scientific 

Knowledge, 

―which calls 

for the results 

of research 

produced by 

authors with-

out expectation of payment to 

be made widely available on 

the Internet, and to carry per-

missions necessary for users 

to use and re-use results in a 

way that accelerates the pace 

of scholarship and research.‖ 

  The idea is that authors 

and creators of works would 

be properly acknowledged 

and credited, and that their 

works can be used to further 

scholarship and learning.   

 For more information 

about Open Access, check 

out our Wiki page at: 

http://oit.hostos.cuny.edu/wi

ki/index.php/Open_Hostos. 

 For the latest news, visit 

the Open Hostos blog 

http://oit.hostos.cuny.edu/so

cialnetwork/openhostos/.  

 Also check out the Open 

Access on the CUNY Aca-

demic Commons: 

http://openaccess.commons.

gc.cuny.edu/. 

 —Prof. Lisa Tappeiner   

    

 

New Resources Educate Hostos Campus About Open Access 
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S tudents, faculty and schol-

ars in general are moving 

toward mobile devices that 

offer expanded capabilities 

beyond phoning, texting and 

looking at videos.  

 Libraries are working to 

stay current with what patrons 

are doing with mobile devices. 

As a fairly new smartphone 

owner, I have discovered the 

wonderful world of apps! Two 

free apps I’d recommend are 

available for any type of mo-

bile device: 

 EBSCOhost owns Aca-

demic Search Complete (one of 

our most popular databases for 

research) and many other data-

bases the Library subscribes to. 

This free app allows you to 

search our EBSCOhost data-

base collection.  Here are some 

things you can do from your 

mobile device with this app:  

  

 •  Choose which databases 

to search  

 •  Sort by relevance or 

date 

 •  Retrieve full text results 

in HTML and/or PDF formats 

 •  Save results for offline 

access at a later date 

 •  Email results to self or 

others 

 •  Automatically save 25 

most recent searches 

 To download the EBSCO 

app, go to any of our EBSCO-

host databases, such as Aca-

demic Search Complete. Scroll 

to the bottom and click on the 

link that says ―New Android & 

iPhone Applications.‖ A win-

dow will open—type in your 

email address. You’ll be sent 

instructions, a key and a link to 

download the app in the email 

you receive from Ebsco. 

 Remember that you must 

download the app from your 

mobile device, not from your 

laptop or desktop PC. Use this 

link to download clear instruc-

tions and more information:             

http://www.ebscohost.com/

promoMaterials/EBSCO-

host_Mobile_Flyer.pdf 

 

EasyBib 
 The other free app that is 

especially interesting to stu-

dents and teachers is the 

EasyBib app for your mobile 

device. Hostos Library has 

recently acquired the school 

edition of EasyBib to supple-

ment our resources for teaching 

how to evaluate information 

sources (such as websites) and 

do research, with an emphasis 

on citation-creation. (More on 

this new database will be forth-

coming.)  

 With Easybib’s app, you 

can: 

 Create accurate 

MLA,APA, and Chicago style 

citations in seconds by scan-

ning a book bar code or by 

typing the name of a book. 

 Build and manage you 

works cited. 

 Email your citations and 

export your citations to 

EasyBib.com's popular bibliog-

raphy management service.  

 Once you create an ac-

count, you will have many 

options for saving and organiz-

ing your citations. An Easybib 

account allows you to sign on 

using your Facebook, Google, 

Yahoo or any number of other 

profiles you may already have. 

And you will also use the ac-

count with the Hostos Library 

EasyBib database to save and 

organize bibliographies. 
 Study the screenshots of 

EasyBib’s app. When you first 

launch it, you will be taken to 

the bar code scanner. Scan any 

book you like and your citation 

is automatically created. 

 

 —Prof Miriam Laskin, Head 

of Instruction  

NEWS YOU CAN USE:  EBSCOhost and EasyBib: Free Research-Related Apps 

for Your Smartphone or Apple Device 

T he number of Americans 

who own tablet PCs or 

eBook readers has increased 

dramatically.  According to a 

recent Pew Internet & Ameri-

can Life report, ownership is 

up from 6% in 2010 to 19% in 

2012. 29% of respondents (26 

of 91 total respondents) to our 

Spring 2012 Hostos Library 

Student Satisfaction Survey 

indicated that they own a tablet 

PC or eBook reader. Because 

eBooks can be read on desk-

tops, laptops, popular Smart 

Phones (including iPhones and 

Androids) as well as tablets, 

it’s likely that many students 

have the technology to read 

eBooks. And here at Hostos, 

we have a vast eBook collec-

tion!   

 In Spring 2012, we offered 

our first in-person workshop 

on how to use the eBook col-

lections at Hostos. We demon-

strated how to search our 

eBook collections using differ-

ent devices.  Participants 

brought their own iPods, 

Smartphones, tablets, and 

eBook  readers. We helped 

them untangle the complica-

tions that DRM (digital rights 

management) software and 

eBook reading software can 

sometimes cause.  Student 

feedback was excellent and 

many left ready to set-up their 

devices for eReading. We hope 

to offer the workshop again in 

the Fall 2012 semester. 

   —Prof. Kate Lyons 

 

New Workshop on E-Books Helps Students Read Books on Mobile Devices 
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O n March 14, 2012, Prof. 

Jennifer Tang  present-

ed a discussion, ―The Sexually 

Liberated Women of Pre-Code 

Cinema,‖ as part of Women’s 

History Month. Clips from The 

Divorcee (1930); A Free Soul 

(1931) and Female (1933) were 

screened. The event took place 

in the Library’s classroom, 

A214.    

 Prof. Tang, the author of 

two articles on ―pre-code‖ cine-

ma, explained that the term 

―pre-code‖ refers to a period of 

filmmaking (1929-34) when 

censorship boards were tempo-

rarily ignored by Hollywood 

filmmakers desperate to lure 

poverty-stricken audiences in 

the depths of the Great Depres-

sion back to the cinema.  

 ―During this period, wom-

en were depicted as complex, 

independent and adventurous—

they did what 

they could to sur-

vive,‖ commented 

Prof. Tang.  

―They had affairs, 

competed as 

equals with men 

in the job market 

and expressed 

their individuali-

ty.‖  

 To demonstrate, Prof. 

Tang showed clips from the 

―The Divorcee,‖ in which Nor-

ma Shearer won an Oscar for 

her portrayal of a woman who 

responds to her hus-

band’s infidelity by  

having a retaliatory 

number of affairs.  

In ―Female‖, the 

female head of a 

Ford-like motor 

company excels at 

her job while invit-

ing her male secre-

taries home for inti-

mate suppers.  In ―A Free 

Soul”, the daughter of a crimi-

nal lawyer has a purely physi-

cal affair with an ex-con  and 

rebels against conventional 

society.    

 This era of filmmaking 

came to an end in 1934 after 

the Catholic Legion of Decency 

staged a series of protests and 

forced Hollywood to abide by a 

new and stricter censorship 

code that prevailed until the 

1960s.                                          

 ―The result was an era in 

which married couples could 

not be shown onscreen sharing 

a bed,‖ mused Prof. Tang.  This 

situation prevailed until the 

1960s when the Code was 

abandoned, replaced by the 

current MPAA rating system 

(G, PG, R, X, NR). 

 Among those who attended 

were Profs. Jerilyn Fisher, Lu-

cinda Hughes, Alice Betrand, 

Nelson Nunez-Rodriguez and 

Sonia Rodriguez.  

—Prof. Jennifer Tang  

Prof. Tang Celebrates Sexually Liberated Heroines in 1930’s Pre-Code Cinema  

For Women’s History Month 

Profs. William Casari and Lisa Tappeiner Say “Occupy Wikipedia” at CTL Event  

O n April 3, 2012, as part of 

the CTL ―on tour‖ series, 

Profs. William Casari and Lisa 

Tappeiner presented a talk that 

promoted the use of Wikipedia 

in education.   

  ―As librarians, we often 

encounter students who aren’t 

allowed to use Wikipedia for 

academic research, a view that 

I believe is short-sighted,‖ 

Prof. Casari said.   

 Prof. Tappeiner added, 

―While there may be good rea-

sons for prohibiting Wikipedia 

for educational purposes, Wik-

ipedia can be used to teach 

information literacy, promote 

community participation, and 

develop writing skills.‖ 

 To demonstrate, they re-

viewed the Wikipedia entry for 

Hostos Community 

College, showing 

how the history of 

recorded revisions 

accurately parallels 

recent changes at the 

College. They also 

highlighted innova-

tive and successful initiatives 

that use Wikipedia or other 

types of Wikis in educational 

and cultural settings.  

  These initiatives included 

the GLAM (Galleries, Librar-

ies, Archives & Museums)Wiki  

Project, a group dedicated to 

improving Wikipedia’s cover-

age of cultural topics 

(http://en.wikipedia. or-

g/wiki/Wikipedia:GLAM) and 

the Wikipedia Ambassadors, 

a program that supports teach-

ers using Wikipedia in 

the classroom 

(http://en.wiki pedia. 

org/wiki Wikipedia: 

United_States_ Edu-

cation_ Pro-

gram/Online_ Ambas-

sadors. 

Wikipedia’s own statement of 

standards can be viewed at The 

Five Pillars of Wikipedia at 

http://en. wikipedia.org/ wik-

i/Wikipedia: Five_pillars.  

 They also recommend alter-

native resources, such as Credo 

Reference, Encyclopedia Bri-

tannica, and Gale Virtual Ref-

erence (all available at the Li-

brary). Still uncertain about 

using Wikipedia? Then read: 

Baker, N. (2008). The Charms 

of Wikipedia. New York Review 

Of Books, 55(4), 6-10. 

Maehre, J. (2009). What It 

Means to Ban Wikipedia. Col-

lege Teaching, 57(4), 229-236. 

Salpeter, J. (2008, May). Make 

students info literate: there 

remains a larger challenge for 

schools: how to develop a new 

generation of knowledgeable 

digital citizens who can oper-

ate in the unregulated online 

world. Technology & Learning, 

28(10), 24+.  

Zickuhr, K & Rainie, L. (2011). 

Wikipedia, past and present. 

Pew Internet report. 

http://pewinternet.org/Reports/

2011/Wikipedia.aspx 

—Profs. William Casari and 

Lisa Tappeiner 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:United_States_Education_Program/Online_Ambassadors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:United_States_Education_Program/Online_Ambassadors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:United_States_Education_Program/Online_Ambassadors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:United_States_Education_Program/Online_Ambassadors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:United_States_Education_Program/Online_Ambassadors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:United_States_Education_Program/Online_Ambassadors
http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2011/Wikipedia.aspx
http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2011/Wikipedia.aspx
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SAVE THE DATE!                      
STUDENT APPRECIATION DAY 

Wednesday, SEPT. 19, 2012 

 2 p.m.—5 p.m. @ HOSTOS LIBRARY  

To express our appreciation of all students who come to the Hostos         

Library, we are hosting a “Student Appreciation Day” at the Library on 

Sept. 19, 2012 from 2 to 5 p.m.  Among the fun activities planned are: 

 Contests!  Every hour from 2 to 5 p.m., a student will win a special prize. 

 Giveaways!   

 Demos by Hostos and NYPL librarians  

 Self-Guided Tours 

 And more! 

Don’t miss this special event!  Please spread the word to your students! 

choose from a variety of topics. 

3. Be clear in your use of 

the term “Internet.” The In-

ternet and the World Wide Web 

are not the same thing. Our 

licensed subscription periodi-

cals databases ―live‖ on the 

Internet but are not freely avail-

able to any researcher from the 

Web.  The Web is a good re-

source for certain types of in-

formation (like the U.S, gov-

ernment’s health and demo-

graphic resources), but in gen-

eral, high quality (more in-

depth) material is found in da-

tabases or on the library’s 

shelves and not on the Web. 

2. Always be sure the 

Library has the needed mate-

rials or sources for your as-

signments. A book you have 

assigned in the past may have 

been lost or it may be out-of-

date; or more suitable books 

may now be in our collection or 

in our subscription databases. 

Explore the Library’s Website! 

We have links to carefully-

chosen Web sites on many top-

ics, online subject guides, in-

formation literacy tutorials, 

online reference and down-

loadable handouts, just for a 

start. And finally,   

 1. Remind your students 

that Hostos Library faculty 

are there to give them help at 

any time! You may not be 

aware that many students do 

not know that there is a refer-

ence librarian on duty at all 

times and that they can – and 

should – ask the librarian for 

help in starting their research or 

in completing it. 

—Prof Miriam Laskin, Head 

of Instruction  

Top Ten Tips for Faculty: Getting Great        

Results from Your Research or Library-

Related Assignments  

(Continued from page 4) 

How Much Do You Know About 

the Hostos Library?  

A Quick Quiz! 

 

 1. Can Students Borrow Laptops? 

 2. Can Subscription Databases be  

   accessed from Home? 

 3. Can I Renew Books Online? 

   4. Can I borrow DVDs for leisure  

  viewing? 

  5. If I’m an adjunct, can I print out  

  documents in the Library?  

  **For the answers, turn this column upside down! 

1. YES 

2. YES—just use your barcode number 

when prompted. 

3. YES  

4. YES—check out our circulating 

DVD collection. 

5. YES - go to the Reserves desk for 

more information 
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