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F or the first time since the 

Library opened its doors 

in the “A” building, the facility  

has added two large study 

rooms aimed at giving students 

a spacious area to work on 

group projects. 

 The rooms, designated 

213B and 213C, are located on 

the 2nd floor, beneath the stair-

case.  This area was formerly 

home to a repository of old 

print journals, a collection of 

newspapers and magazines on 

microform, and a microform 

machine.  Material from the 

Archives collection was also 

stored here.   

 “These study rooms are a 

welcome addition to the Hostos 

Library,” said Madeline Ford, 

Chief Librarian. “In addition to 

much-needed space, these 

rooms are spacious and will be 

equipped with new features that 

students working on various 

projects will really appreciate.”                

 Adjacent to the study 

rooms are two new storage 

rooms for the Archives depart-

ment, 213A and 213D.  “It took 

about three months for the 

space to get cleared,” com-

mented Archivist Prof, William 

Casari. “New walls and doors 

were installed.  The Archives 

office now has two new storage 

areas and ample space has been 

provided for the study rooms.  

The area now maximizes exist-

ing space.”   

 Unlike the older study 

rooms A & B (located near the 

Circulating DVD collection), 

213B and 213C can accommo-

date up to 8 students.  In addi-

tion, both rooms boast large 

windows that overlook the 

Grand Concourse—enabling 

natural light to enter rather than 

the glare of fluorescent light-

ing. 

 New computer cabinets, 

whiteboards and better speakers 

for the PCs are also planned for 

the future. 

      —Prof. Jennifer Tang   

NEW! Two State of the Art Study Rooms Unveiled            
at Hostos Library  

(Above, clockwise: the Study Rooms 

during construction in the Summer of 

2012; below, the finished rooms, 213B 

and 213C. 
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Library Announcements 

V isit our new Hostos 

library web site at 

http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/ 

library.   

 The new web site was 

redesigned using WordPress, 

the popular Content Manage-

ment System (CMS) that also 

hosts the college‟s social net-

work at 

http://oit.hostos.cuny.edu. It 

now boasts a cleaner,. stream-

lined look.  The black toolbar  

at the top allows you to access 

information about the library 

at a glance, including “Find 

Library materials,” “Research 

Help”, “Instruction Program,” 

“Archives,” and “News.”  

 The middle half of the 

screen directs users to the 

most popular and essential 

links: the online catalog 

(CUNY+), list of databases, 

Library Workshop Calendar, 

Citation Guide (useful for 

students doing MLA and 

APA citations) and lastly, 

information about our Student 

Literary journal, Escriba.  

 To the right is our new 

rolling Twitter feed, which is 

linked to our  Facebook page. 

 Check it out and let us 

know what you think! 

      —Prof. Kate Lyons 
 

Hostos Library Web Site Updated 

Greetings, 

On behalf of the Library I’d like to wish you all a   

happy and healthy holiday season.  

We deeply appreciate the positive response our past 

newsletters have received and look forward to serv-

ing your needs in the future.  

In this issue, we’re excited to share news about our Study Rooms in 

the Library, our updated library web site, and new initiatives such as 

Student Appreciation Day. 

Please “follow” us on Facebook and Twitter for the latest updates 

including news about extended hours, new acquisitions and services. 

Lastly, as we head into the holiday season, I’d like us to reflect on 

2012 and what the year has meant for students, staff, and faculty.  

Earlier this year, a number of Library faculty contributed to the   

success of the Middle States visit. In October, the library was affect-

ed, as many have, by Hurricane Sandy and its aftermath.  We express 

our deepest sympathies to those who have been badly  affected by 

the storm.   

We hope you enjoy your winter break and look forward to working 

with you in 2013 and beyond!   

 

                                     Chief Librarian, Hostos Library 

Simple, Sweet and a Crowd    

Pleaser—my Personal Recipe: 

HONEY CARROTS 

Ingredients:  

1 lb. carrots 

3-4 tbs. butter/margarine 

4-5 tbs. honey 

 

Peel and cut ½ inch slices of 1 lb. of 

carrots.   

Place in pot and cover with water. Boil 

until fork tender, drain well and return 

to low heat.   

Add the butter/margarine and honey.   

Stir to coat carrots in butter and honey. 

Serve hot and enjoy! 
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O n October 3, 2012 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Hostos Library 

hosted its first ever Student Appreciation Day.  For years, 

the Library had offered a Faculty Open House but this was the 

first time the Library sponsored an event aimed exclusively at 

students.  The festive affair was sponsored by the Senate Library 

Committee with the help and cooperation of Chief Librarian 

Madeline Ford, members of the committee, and Library faculty.  

 Students were notified of the occasion via posted flyers, the 

Link (the student email distribution list) and the Library‟s Face-

book and Twitter accounts.  Library faculty also wore badges 

publicizing the promotion.    

 Upon entering the library, students were greeted with bal-

loons, warm hellos and several giveaways.  Profs. Mohammed 

Sohel, Olen Dias, Sue Dicker, Flor Henderson,  Sandra Castella-

nos and Joyce Dais handed students a program; a raffle ticket; 

and giveaways such as a pencil inscribed with the Library‟s logo; 

a combination whistle/flashlight/key chain; and a bookmark.  

Next, students were invited to go on a “self-guided” tour.  This 

consisted of a series of easels identifying each area of the Library 

and the services offered.  They were located at Circulation, Ref-

erence, Reserves and other popular areas.   

 Two separate contests offered students a chance to win one of 

20 prizes.  More than 400 students filled out a raffle ticket that 

gave them a chance to win a $25 gift card from the Strand Book 

store.         

 The second contest involved skill.  Twelve students took part 

in the “Find A Book, Get a Chance to Win a Stapler!” contest. 

Participants were given a slip of paper printed with the name and 

call number of a book.  Students who could locate the item with-

out any help from a librarian were eligible to win a free stapler.  

11 out of 12 students successfully claimed their prize.   

 At 2 p.m., eighteen raffle winners were announced via a    

(continued on the next page) 

Hostos Library Celebrates Student Appreciation Day 

Above: Students awaiting the results of the afternoon raffle. Winners’ names 

were posted on a board near the Circulation desk.                                                  

Right:  Prof. Castellanos writes the name of a winner 

Above: Festive balloons and giveaways offered by Senate Library Committee 

members created a festive atmosphere.   

Hostos L ibrary News  
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Hostos Library 
Celebrates   

Student        
Appreciation 

Day                          
(from previous page) 

bulletin board posted at    

Circulation.  The names were 

also “tweeted” via the       

Library‟s Twitter account. 

 “We were gratified by the 

positive response of students 

to this promotion and look 

forward to doing more,” 

commented Chief Librarian 

Madeleine Ford.  “We be-

lieve activities like Student 

Appreciation Day are essen-

tial to maintaining  a positive 

relationship with our valued 

patrons.”  

—Prof. Jennifer Tang 

 

A re you assigning your 

students a controversial 

issue? Looking for informative 

essays on a wide variety of 

topics?  View our most popular 

multi-disciplinary databases: 

 

Academic Search Complete  

CQ Researcher 

Opposing Viewpoints in      

Context 

 

For historical events, figures, 

etc.:  

American History Online 

(Facts on File) 

American History in Video    

(full-length clips; transcript on 

same page as the video; great 

for ESL students). 

 

Films on Demand  (films,   

videos, TED talks & more cov-

ering all Humanities & Social 

Science topics) 

 

For topics on mass media: 

Communication & Mass     

Media Complete  
Includes material on gender 

and body images 

 

For Women’s Studies, Mas-

culinity studies, gender and 

sexuality, feminism, etc.): 

Gender Watch    

Reference databases 

(including specialized ency-

clopedias, handbooks, dic-

tionaries): 

Biography Reference Center;  

Historical New York Times 

(1851-2008) ;  Credo Refer-

ence; OED Online (Oxford 

English Dictionary) ; Oxford 

Reference Online ; Gale Virtu-

al Reference Library 

English/Literature databases 

(author bios, lit crit, overviews, 

reviews, etc.): 

Literature Resource Center & 

MLA (Gale) - the best resource 

for Eng. 110 & 111). 

 

Literary Reference Center 

(EbscoHost) Includes Bloom‟s 

criticism collections and plot 

summaries) 

Twaynes Author Series          
(in-depth introductions  to the 

lives and works of U.S., British 

& World authors) 

Project Muse  (user-friendly 

peer-reviewed criticism for 

humanities & social sciences) 

             (Continued on page 7) 

Best Databases  for Research Assignments for English & Language  & Cognition Courses 

P rof. William Casari hosted the reception for Street 

Life:  Photographs Connecting Cultures of Santo 

Domingo and New York City on Dec. 5, 2012 in the A-

Atrium gallery at Hostos.  

      The eighteen images are a result of his 2011 PSC-

CUNY grant.  Among the speakers at the reception 

were Chief Librarian Madeline Ford, Director of 

Grants Administration and Grants Officer Lourdes 

Torres and Prof. Casari.  Musical entertainment was 

provided by La Banda Twin. 

      This visual essay is a continuation of  photographic 

and scholarly work that Prof. Casari began for his the-

sis 

Concourse Dreams:  A Bronx Neighborhood 

and Its Future.  That work documented the 

changing times in the Bronx, including photos 

of the new Yankee Stadium, the replacement 

of a men‟s prison with a shopping mall, and 

the reconstruction of the Grand Concourse.  

Prof. Casari reported that he worked with Prof. 

Catherine Lewis of the Hostos Digital Design 

program on selecting images for the exhibit.  

“Her eye and instincts were very helpful in 

making my decision on which photographs to 

include in the final show,” he said. “Only 18 

were chosen from hundreds of pictures.”  

     “This project illustrates  how our lives are connected across continents,” Prof. Casari add-

ed.  “The images reveal the heart of neighborhoods in the Bronx and Santo Domingo and what 

makes them relevant to daily life for the people who live there.  

 The exhibit will be on display until January 31, 2013. 

Prof. Casari Presents Street Life: Photographs Connecting 

Cultures of Santo Domingo and NYC 

A photograph from the exhibit 

Profs. Carl Grindley, Heidi Bollinger and                   

William Casari 
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http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=a9h
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://library2.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/cuny_bron60695?db=OVIC
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/cuny_bron60695?db=OVIC
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://online.infobaselearning.com/Direct.aspx?aid=16359&pid=WE52
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://online.infobaselearning.com/Direct.aspx?aid=16359&pid=WE52
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://ahiv.alexanderstreet.com/
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=20107
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,cpid&custid=s8920844&profile=ehost&defaultdb=ufh
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,cpid&custid=s8920844&profile=ehost&defaultdb=ufh
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/genderwatch?accountid=11487
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=brc
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes?accountid=11487
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes?accountid=11487
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.credoreference.com/
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.credoreference.com/
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.oed.com
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.oed.com
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.oxfordreference.com/
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.oxfordreference.com/
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/cuny_bron60695?db=GVRL
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/cuny_bron60695?db=GVRL
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/cuny_bron60695?db=LitRC
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/cuny_bron60695?db=LitRC
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=lrc
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=lrc
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?id=5VSQ&v=2.1&u=cuny_bron60695&it=aboutSeries&p=GVRL.xlit.cunyta&sw=w
http://hostos.ezproxy.cuny.edu:2048/login?url=http://muse.jhu.edu/search/search.pl
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 This is How You Lose Her 

Junot Diaz  

In this collection of nine short stories, Pulitzer 

Prize-winning author Diaz features the roman-

tic problems of Yunior, a Dominican American 

stud who, despite his macho exterior, aches to 

be loved.    

 

New York at War: Four    

Centuries of Combat, Fear, 

and Intrigue in Gotham           

Steven H. Jaffe  

Historian Jaffe chronicles the impact of war 
on one of the greatest cities in the world – 
New York City, beginning from colonial times 
to 9/11 and beyond.  From the earliest attack 
on settlers by Native Americans to the Revo-
lutionary War to the Civil War era draft riots 
to both World Wars and 9/11, he shows how 
the city has endured threats, both internal 
and external, to its borders. 

 

The Casual Vacancy              

J.K. Rowling  

The first “adult” novel written by the famed 
author of the “Harry Potter” series of books has 
fashioned a darkly comic tale of what happens 
to a small English town after the unexpected 
death of a councilman, Barry Fairbrother. 
Class warfare between the rich and poor en-
sue as each side vies for political power.   

 

The Obamas 

Jodi Kantor 

What’s it like to be the first black President 

living in the White House? How did Obama, 

Michelle and their children adapt to their new 

life? Reporter Kantor takes us deep inside the 

White House to find a family concerned about 

image, the media and the cultural differences 

the Obamas encountered. 

 

Pity the Billionaire:            

The Hard-Times Swindle 

and the Unlikely Comeback 

of the Right  

Thomas Frank 

Despite the Great Recession, the Far Right 

is winning, Frank argues. The power of the 

conservative right and financial elite has 

only increased under Obama. Why? The 

book attempts to explain how the elites      

have convinced the poor & middle class to 

       back policies that benefit the wealthy. 

Brother John (1970)  

Starring Sidney Poitier and Will Geer 

In this powerful 70s drama, Poitier plays 

an Alabama native named John Kane 

who may or may not be the Second 

Coming.   

 

The Battle for Brooklyn 

(2011) 

Directed by Michael Galinsky and 

Suki Hawley. 

This documentary on the controver-

sial Atlantic Yards project and the 

building of the Barclays Center in 

Brooklyn focuses on the fight of a 

longtime Brooklyn resident          

determined to keep his home.  

 

Bill Moyers On             

Addiction: Close to 

Home (2012) 

Starring Bill Moyers  

Bill Moyers, the father of a drug-

addicted son, hosts a special 5-part 

PBS documentary that examines 

drug and alcohol addiction and 

treatment.   

 

Star Wars Trilogy:    

Episodes IV, V & VI 

(1977-83) 

Starring Mark Hamill, Carrie Fish-
er, Harrison Ford 

This rare DVD set includes the 

original theatrical versions of “Star 

Wars”, “The Empire Strikes Back” 

and “The Return of the Jedi”  

along with the reworked versions 

by director George Lucas.   

  

The No. 1 Ladies     

Detective Agency 

(2009) 

Based on the best-selling novels 

by Alexander McCall Smith, The 

No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency 

tells the fictional story of a      

Botswana woman who opens her 

country’s first and only female-

owned detective agency.  

Great Books & DVDs for the Holidays 

Hostos L ibrary News  
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E-Books at Hostos Library—What You Need to Know 

It might come as a surprise to our faculty and student patrons that Hostos Community         

College Library now offers access to a larger number of electronic books, or E-Books, than 

print books.       

Our print collection consists of 60,000 books and that number is decreasing every year.        

Although we add hundreds of new print titles every year, we also go through a process of   

withdrawing outdated or damaged books.                         

Over the past five years, our access to e-books has been growing steadily. At last count, our  e-

book collection included over 100,000 titles available on at least 10 different vendor platforms.

                

The benefits of e-books are many—students and faculty can use books from home without making a trip to the library or wor-

rying about missing pages and due dates.  But e-books present their own challenges. Many, but not all, of our e-books can be 

downloaded to portable devices, but offline use requires users to install software and create separate logins. Since most of our 

e-books are provided centrally by CUNY, many titles support upper division or graduate research, and are not necessarily 

suited to the needs of Hostos students.  Finally, the most popular books in the library, course textbooks, are practically impos-

sible for libraries to license as e-books. Publishers want to make sure that students buy their own copies, print or electronic.   

                                                        

Hostos Library provides e-books through several different vendors—each with a unique look, and each offering different 

downloading and note-taking capabilities. All libraries in CUNY have access to Ebrary‟s Academic Collection Complete col-

lection which contains about 70,000 e-books an all disciplines available to users from anywhere, anytime.  Another popular 

collection is the Gale Virtual Reference Library—a great place to look up information and start research with encyclopedias, 

reference handbooks, dictionaries, biographical tools and more.   

E-book collections at Hostos Library are available in the catalog and at http://oit.hostos.cuny.edu/library/databases/  Below 

is a snapshot of the e-book collections at the Library. Stay tuned for more changes, and let us know what you think!   

                                                                     —Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 

Hostos L ibrary News  
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            Celebrating its 45th Anniversary 

The History of Hostos Community College Through Photos 

T he 2012/2013 academic 

year is also Hostos Com-

munity College‟s 45th anniver-

sary.  As the institutional 

memory of the College, the 

Library‟s Archives unit has and 

will continue to play an im-

portant role in commemorating 

the many people, events, and 

memories of our institution.  

 In September, the Archives 

unit partnered with the Alumni 

Relations Office and the Circle 

of 100 Scholarship Fund to 

bring a small sampling of the 

College‟s history to life.   As-

sistant Archivist Matthew Fla-

herty worked closely with Nyd-

ia R. Edgecombe, Director of 

Alumni Relations and Circle of 

100 committee member, to 

select and identify images for a 

photograph exhibit that pro-

vides a brief glimpse of life at 

the College through the dec-

ades.     

 The purpose of the exhibit 

was to honor the many wonder-

ful individuals and organiza-

tions who generously donated 

to the Circle of 100 Scholarship 

Fund.  The gallery of images 

was mounted and unveiled at a 

donor appreciation event held 

in the „A‟ building atrium.  

Students, faculty and staff ad-

mired the display during the 

festivities.  

 The exhibit has since been 

moved to the 2nd floor of the 

Library and can be seen along 

the walls of our new study 

rooms, 213B and 213C.

 Though the exhibit acts as 

a window to the past, it‟s not 

meant to be a comprehensive 

historical narrative. Rather, the 

images give a broad overview 

of the College‟s humble begin-

nings and its progression into 

the first class institution of 

higher education we know to-

day. It represents friendly faces 

and remarkable historical 

events which appear throughout 

the archives‟ collections.  It 

shows the campus‟ develop-

ment from a single building (a 

renovated tire factory) into the 

modern facilities that now line 

the Grand Concourse and 149th 

Street.  More importantly, it 

shows many of the politicians, 

community leaders, Hostos 

presidents, faculty, staff, stu-

dents, and community members 

who rallied in support of the 

College to make the Hostos 

vision a reality.   

 Some moments are excep-

tional while others depict eve-

ryday life at the College, but all 

are significant to our history.  

Taken together, these moments 

show how Hostos touched the 

lives of many and the historical 

role the College has played in 

the South Bronx.   

 We would like to encour-

age the Hostos community to 

stop by the Library to view the 

exhibit and to consider the his-

tory of our institution: who we 

are, where we come from, and 

the many people who impacted 

the life of the College and 

made this history possible.   

 NOTE: The exhibit will 

remain on display through the 

end of January.   

—Prof. Matthew Flaherty 

JSTOR   

NOTE: This is not actually a 

database—it is a journal ser-

vice.  Because it is a little more 

difficult to use, I recommend 

using one of our many other 

databases that index journals. 

There are many other resources 

for literary criticism (as listed 

above) from academic journals. 

 

Citing Subject Guide:    

Citing Sources - How to Avoid 

Plagiarism 

This is our own online guide 

for help in avoiding plagiarism 

and creating citations in APA, 

MLA and Chicago/Turabian 

styles. We include sample stu-

dent papers, videos, online 

learning games, handbooks, 

EasyBib Citation Help Sheets, 

and much more.    

 As your Library Liaison, I 

will be glad to meet with you 

one-on-one to introduce you to 

any of   these databases! 

 

—Prof. Miriam  Laskin 

mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu 

718 518 4207  
 

 

Best Databases for Research Assignments for English & Language and       

Cognition Courses 

(Continued from page 4) 

Hostos Community College, circa 1970s 
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Library Hours  

For our winter schedule, please visit our web site at 

www.hostos.cuny.edu/library 
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