
Hostos Library Helps Students Avoid the             

High Cost of Textbooks    

Welcome to the Hostos Library Newsletter!  Whether you are faculty, student or staff, we’ll help 

you keep up-to-date about the library’s latest acquisitions, programs, workshops, & resources.  
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L ast month, students 

across CUNY were hit 

with a five percent tuition 

increase which will take effect 

January 2011.  Next fall, tui-

tion goes up another two per-

cent.  Another way that stu-

dents are being squeezed is 

the ever-increasing price of 

textbooks.  

 A 2005 report published 

by the Government Account-

ing Office found that textbook 

prices nearly tripled from 

1986 to 2004 and that for 

community college students, 

the cost of textbooks and sup-

plies as a percentage of tuition 

and fees was 72% versus 24% 

for 4 year colleges. (source: 

http://www.gao.gov/highlight

s/d05806high.pdf.)  

 In response, CUNY       

decided to fund $2 million to 

its libraries to purchase text-

books.  Hostos received over 

$70,000 from both CUNY 

Central and the Office of the 

President.  The library pur-

chased over 250 titles and 

almost 600 items at an aver-

age price of just over $100. 

 Not surprisingly, the new 

textbooks were a hit with stu-

dents.  Circulation statistics 

revealed that these titles were 

checked out or reviewed at 

least 15,000 times over the 

course of the year.  Moreover, 

some titles had to be re-

ordered due to damage caused 

by heavy use. To date, many 

titles are still being circulated 

at an exceptionally high rate. 

 In an interview last year, 

Hostos student Ahmad 

Mustafa stressed that the 

availability of textbooks in the 

Library enables him to con-

tinue his studies:  “If these 

books were not here, I would 

have failed my class. I cannot 

afford to buy the textbooks 

this year,” he stated.  “Thank 

you for the textbooks.”      

Despite the testimonials of 

Mr. Mustafa and other stu-

dents across CUNY, funding 

was discontinued for text-

books this year.    

 CUNY libraries continue 

to advocate for continuing the 

program in future semesters.  

 For tips on helping       

students save money buying 

textbooks, see page 5. 

—Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 
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(Left):  A dozen textbooks sit on the 

Reserves shelf, ordered via the 

CUNY Textbook Initiative. (Above): 

a badly damaged textbook. 



U sers with laptops can now 

send print jobs from their 

laptops directly to printers on-

campus, including the two 

printers in the library's ILC. 

 First, users must access and 

connect to Hostos’ wireless 

network.  For instructions, go 

to www.hostos.cuny.edu/

infotech/wireless/  

 Not only can you print at 

the labs around Hostos, you 

can also print wirelessly from 

your Windows or MAC laptop.  

Go to www.hostos.cuny.edu/

infotechstudettechser-

vices.html. for step-by-step 

instructions.  Thanks to the 

Information Technology De-

partment for this upgrade!   

  Questions?  Contact me at 

klyons@hostos.cuny.edu.                        
         —Prof. Kate Lyons 
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E books are revolutionizing 

the way we read.  For 

most adults, the joy of reading 

is inevitably intertwined with 

the sensation of touching 

pieces of paper in our hands.  

When we think of books, we 

think about the pleasure of 

perusing the cover art, mark-

ing our place with a book-

mark, turning pages and curl-

ing up with a good story 

while taking sips of tea or 

coffee.   

 Times have changed, how-

ever, and people are discover-

ing that reading eBooks can 

be just as pleasurable.  Unlike 

hardcover books, ebooks are 

generally cheaper and many 

enjoy the convenience of be-

ing able to carry a collection 

of tomes by using a handheld 

device that weighs less than a 

pound.   At the same time, the 

prices of eBook readers have 

plummeted as more and more 

readers switch to eBooks.  At 

this writing, Kindles and 

Nooks can be bought for less 

than $200. 

 The Hostos library is re-

sponding to the bourgeoning 

popularity of eBooks by offer-

ing an online collection that 

all members of the Hostos 

Community can easily 

download to eBook readers 

(as well as laptops and desk-

tops).  Thanks to the help of 

ebook software vendors, we 

hope to expand the accessibil-

ity of our eBooks to mobile 

devices like iPhone, iPad and 

Android tablets and phones 

sometime in the Spring se-

mester.  

 Check out our collection at 

www.downloadlibrary.hostos.

cuny.edu.  We've just started 

developing our eBook collec-

tion and would really appreci-

ate feedback about this new 

offering. Please email us and 

let us know what you think. 

 

      —Prof. Kate Lyons 

New Hostos Library eBook Collections Mean No Fines or Late Returns  

Library Announcements 

Go to http://downloadlibrary.hostos.cuny.edu  

Log in with your barcode on your Hostos ID: 

Download Adobe Digital Editions (a free software download that en-

ables the eBook to be automatically  transferred to an eReader). 

Choose as many books as you want, the same way as if you had taken 

several books off the library’s shelves.  

The loan period is one week per book.  During that time, no other user 
can borrow the eBook.  Once the week is over the eBook automatically 

expires: no need to return it, no late fines! 

     How to Access Hostos Library Portable E-Books 

Wireless Printing   
Allows Users to 

Send Print Jobs to 

Campus Computers   

    How to Access Hostos Library E-Books 

We have over 40,000 eBooks through our eBrary vendor. To find an e-
Book, click “Find articles” on the Library’s homepage and go to the 

letter “E”.  Click on “eBrary” to access this online-only collection. 

EBooks are listed as “Electronic Resource” in the library catalog.   

EBooks are also available through various databases.  Most eBooks 
you find in your database search can be read online from your PC.     

No check out process is necessary. 
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H ostos Library is proud 

to announce that it now 

has a presence on Facebook, 

the hugely popular social net-

working site that has over 500 

million active users.   

 Like other Facebook 

pages, it will feature user-

friendly tabs that will enable 

“Friends” of the Library to 

find detailed information 

about the Library.  You can 

read about the library’s print 

and online collections as well 

as news about the latest 

online resources (i.e., eBooks 

and new reference texts) ; 

updates about library policies; 

photos from library events 

such as the Faculty Open 

House and upcoming events; 

and links to the Library’s web 

sites as research-related areas 

that the Library recommends.

 If you become a Facebook 

“Friend” to the Library, you’ll 

also get periodic updates.  

Links to the Library’s sched-

ule of information literacy 

workshops, podcasts and an 

archive of the Library’s cur-

rent and past newsletters are 

also planned. 

 Work on the Facebook 

page began this semester and 

the site is being officially 

launched in January 2011.  

 Currently the site features 

photos taken from the        

Library’s Open House (see 

page 5).  To promote the site, 

the Library plans to offer 

quizzes and contests.         

 “Facebook is immensely 

popular with our students, and 

we hope that a Library Face-

book page will reach out to 

our patrons and keep them 

informed of what’s happening 

around the library,” said In-

terim Chief Librarian Lisa 

Tappeiner.  “Promoting our 

library through new technol-

ogy is an exciting prospect, 

and we look forward to keep-

ing in touch with faculty and 

students alike through Face-

book.” 

     -Prof. Jennifer Tang 

NEW Features of Our Research Databases  

R esearch databases are 

offering more and 

more features for our con-

venience!  One of our most 

popular databases is        

Academic Search Complete, 

by EbscoHost. This database 

offers journal, magazine, 

and newspaper articles on a 

wide variety of academic 

subjects.  It’s easy to use and 

our students love it  (one 

reason is that it offers cita-

tions in the format of their 

choice). But EbscoHost has 

added new features that 

make research even easier. 

For example:  

 We can easily create 

our own account in this and 

many of our other databases. 

This means that, as you find 

articles you want, or want to 

save them, you can put them 

in your personal folder and 

they will remain there in-

definitely (you won’t lose 

your collected articles when 

you leave the database). 

 You can write notes 

about your research strategy 

or the articles to your folder. 

 Besides easily export-

ing citations directly to Ref-

Works or other bibliographic 

management software, you 

can also Email, bookmark 

and share articles with your-

self or others.  (A stable link 

to your article can be sent to 

hundreds of social network-

ing sites such as Delicious, 

Digg, LinkedIn, and Face-

book).  This database and 

others now offer the ability 

to listen to an article being 

read, as a highlighter follows 

the text.  This is a nice tool 

for ESL students. 

 Academic Search Com-

plete has also added addi-

tional search capabilities. If 

you open an article offered 

in PDF format, you’ll see 

links to all the other articles 

in that journal issue. It’s 

easier than ever to limit your 

search results to a date range 

or type of periodical.    

 EbscoHost has also 

added a huge image collec-

tion which can be searched 

separately, or by type of 

image (photo, map, dia-

grams, graphs and much 

more).         

 Other popular research 

databases we subscribe to, 

like Opposing Viewpoints 

In Context (for research on 

controversial issues, includ-

ing viewpoint essays by ex-

perts) have also revamped 

and upgraded their collec-

tions.  For example, they 

now offer videos and broad-

cast transcripts on the results 

page of your search.  They 

also offer the ability to set 

up an RSS feed that will 

send you notices regarding 

newly published articles on 

topics you are following.  

 If you would like a 

hands-on tour of some of 

these “super-databases,” 

please contact Prof. Miriam 

Laskin or your department 

Library liaison and we’ll be 

glad to find out what you’re 

particularly interested in and 

show you what you’ve been 

missing if you haven’t used 

a database recently.   

   -Prof. Miriam Laskin 

HOSTOS LIBRARY LAUNCHES FACEBOOK PAGE  



NEW RESOURCES:  Focus on Black and Latin American Studies 

Prof. José Diaz, liaison for the Black Studies and  

Latin American & Caribbean Studies Department, 

recommends checking out these new books: 

Banner-Haley, Charles Pete T. 

From Du Bois to Obama: African 

American Intellectuals in the Public 

forum. 

Carbondale, Southern Illinois           

University Press, 2010.                   

Hostos Stacks 

E185.89 .I56 B36 

2010 

  Kennedy, Randall. 

  Sellout: the Politics of Racial Betrayal. 

  New York, Vintage Books, 2009.   

 Hostos Stacks E185.615 .K377 2009 

         

Fitch, Melissa A. 

Side Dishes: Latina American 

Women, Sex, and Cultural Produc-

tion.  New Brunswick, N.J., Rutgers 

University Press, 2009. Hostos 

Stacks HQ1460.5 .F58 2009           

Participatory 

Innovation and 

Representative     

Democracy in 

Latin America. 

Washington, D.C. : Woodrow Wilson 

Center Press ; Baltimore : Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2009.  Hostos Stacks 

JS2061 .P37 2009           

Walker, Juliet E. 

K. The History 

of Black Business in America:  

Capitalism, Race, Entrepreneur-

ship. 2nd ed. Chapel Hill, University 

of North Carolina Press, 2009.  

Hostos Stacks HD2358.5 .U6 W345 

2009        

 

 

 

 

Mooney, Carla. The Black Press. 

Detroit : Lucent Books, 2010. 

Hostos Stacks PN4882.5 .M58 

2010 

 

Brasil. English. 

Brazil: a     

Century of 

Change. Chapel 

Hill, University 

of North Carolina Press, 2009.  

Hostos Stacks F2538.3 .B6313 2009 

 

Milestone     

Documents in African American 

History: Exploring the Essential 

Primary sources. 4 vols. Dallas, 

Tex. : Schlager Group Inc., 2010.  

Hostos Reference E184.6 .M55 

2010 

Vanden,      

Harry E. 

Politics of Latin America: the Power 

Game. 3rd ed. New York, Oxford Uni-

versity Press, 2009. Hostos Stacks 

JL960 .V36 2009       

 

 

                     

Currie, Stephen. 

African American Inventors. 

Detroit , Lucent Books, 2010.  

Hostos Stacks T39 .C865 2010 

Barra, Xi-

mena de la. 

Latin 

America 

After the 

Neoliberal 

Debacle: Another Region is Possi-

ble.  Lanham, Md., Rowman & Lit-

tlefield Publishers, 2009.  Hostos 

Stacks JC574.2 .L29 B37 2009                                                      

 

      —Compiled by Prof. José Diaz 
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Hostos Faculty Go on Scavenger Hunt at Library Open House 2010 

W ho were the last two 

Presidents at Hostos?  

Who are the two people fea-

tured in the Library’s new pod-

cast?    

 These were some of the 

questions faculty had to answer 

in order to win a $50 gift card 

offered at the Library Open 

House.  This year, faculty took 

part in a “Library Scavenger 

Hunt” in which they received 

clues to quiz questions by   

attending various presentations.  

Programs containing a library 

map and quiz were distributed 

to guests, and only those who 

finished the quiz could partici-

pate in the drawing. 

 The event was organized by 

the Senate Library Committee.  

Among those 

who volun-

teered at the 

event were  

Profs. Joyce 

Dais (co-chair), 

Flor Hender-

son, Sue 

Dicker, Elvir 

Dincer, and 

Carolyn John-

son. 

 More than forty professors 

from the Mathematics, Busi-

ness, English, Allied Health, 

Natural Sciences and other  

departments attended the event 

and scavenger hunt.  

 Profs. Lisa Tappeiner, 

Miriam Laskin, José Diaz, 

Catherine Lyons, William 

Casari, Rhonda Johnson and 

Jennifer Tang guided visitors to 

stations that featured demon-

strations and presentations on 

topics such as the  Library’s 

new Overdrive eBook collec-

tion; new Illiad service; CLICS, 

electronic resources and library 

podcasts.  In addition, Miranda 

McDermott from the New York 

Public Library provided infor-

mation about 

NYPL’s     

resources.              

Faculty met 

with their liai-

sons and     

received hand-

outs on search-

ing databases, 

accessing 

online eBooks, 

information literacy workshops 

and other resources useful for 

faculty.  

 Quizzes that had 100% cor-

rect answers were put into a 

drawing.  The winner was Prof. 

Julie Trachman, Natural Sci-

ences, who won a $50 Barnes 

and Noble gift card.   

“The Open House showed fac-

ulty how the library’s resources 

could be used to support stu-

dent research as well as assist 

them in their research, teaching 

and publication goals,” said 

Prof. Tappeiner.   

 “It also encouraged faculty 

collaboration with librarians    

to design effective research 

assignments.”   

 Refreshments and discus-

sions ensued between Faculty 

and Library Liaisons, conclud-

ing this popular event.    

         —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

Profs.Joyce Dais, Geraldine Ruiz, 

Sue Dicker, Maria Miranda and Ian 

Charles Scott chat at the Library 

Open House 

Profs. Carlos Guevara, Mildred 

Rabry, Iber Poma and George Rosa 

at the event. 

Profs. Amanda Bernal-Carlo and 

Sandy Figueroa enjoy the Faculty 

Open House 

(Above): Profs. Lisa Tappeiner, 

Julie Trachman (who won the $50 

prize) and Jennifer Tang 

Saving Money on Textbooks—Tips for Faculty and Students  

        STUDENTS 

 1.  Buy used textbooks 

whenever possible. 

 2.  Check the library’s 

catalogue—many titles are on 

reserve (library use only) or 

available for circulation from 

other campus libraries. 

 3.   Plan ahead.  Visit the 

College’s main web site 

(www. hostos.cuny.edu) and 

check the “Bookstore” tab.  

Students can see an advance  

list of textbooks they’ll need 

next semester so there’s time 

to look for deals online. 

 4.   Check out CUNY’s 

textbook savings webpage at 

http://www.cuny.edu/about/re

sources/student/textbook-

savings.html 

 

 

 

 

 

        

    FACULTY 

 1.   Place chapters on         

E-Reserves early on in the 

semester to give students time 

to find cheaper alternatives to 

buying new texts.  

 2.   Make cost a considera-

tion when you plan your 

course.  Inform publishers that 

students need lower-cost alter-

natives.    

 3.   Allow students to use 

older editions of textbooks. 

 4.  Donate your review 

copies & textbooks to the  

library.   

 5.  Explore and contribute 

to open-sourced online text-

books & educational re-

sources.   

 For more info, read “Turn 

the page: a report of the advi-

sory committee on student 

financial assistance,” at 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/bds

comm/list/acsfa/turnthepage.

pdf    

       - Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 

 





I n the spring 2010 semester, 

the library added a new 

subject guide to its website 

entitled Primary Sources and 

Research.  The new subject 

guide is intended to introduce 

students and faculty to the 

different primary sources 

available in-and-outside the 

library’s collection.  Many 

useful tips are offered to as-

sist researchers in locating, 

accessing, and using primary 

sources effectively in various 

academic disciplines. The 

guide contains explanations, 

research strategies, and a 

compilation of links to useful 

online resources.  Primary 

Sources and Research was 

created in the well known 

format Wikimedia, which 

employs the same layout cur-

rently utilized by the popular 

online resource Wikipedia.  

This familiar format allows 

for easy navigation and ac-

cess, and like all the library’s 

subject guides, it serves as a 

starting point for conducting 

research.                       

  The guide serves as a 

pathway to various resources 

containing digital primary 

sources such as academic 

websites and online exhibits, 

digital collections, and library 

databases.  Each resource is 

described in 

detail and 

includes 

information 

on the re-

source’s 

scope, for-

mat (ie.   

photographs, 

video foot-

age, documents, letters, post-

ers, and art work), and crea-

tors.  Recommended re-

sources are arranged by sev-

eral broad historical topics 

including:   

  World History  

  American History  

  European History    

  Hispanic & Latino  

    History  

  New York State & New   

 York City    

     Resources for Teachers 

To find out more about 

primary sources and the new 

subject guide, sign up for the 

library’s newest workshop, 

Finding Visual and Primary 

Sources.  The workshop is 

held several times a month 

and covers database research 

strategies, visual and primary 

source evaluation methods, 

and intellectual property and 

citations issues.  The subject 

guide and some key data-

bases—such as American 

History Online, American 

History in Video, and Art 

Museum Image Gallery—are 

explored in detail, and stu-

dents are given the opportu-

nity to investigate little 

known databases and non-

textual visual sources.            

-Prof. Matthew Flaherty 

Hostos Archives: New Subject Guide for Primary Sources and Research 
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projects involving performance, 

installation, works on paper, 

and video.  Some of the pro-

jects include a mobile labora-

tory that investigates links be-

tween art, education, diversity 

and the environment as well as 

works titled “Displacements” 

and “Invisible Luggage” cre-

ated by artists Ana Martinez 

and Ricardo Moreno Juliá. 

 A selection of the digital 

items and newly created mate-

rials will eventually make their 

way back to Hostos to comple-

ment the original MoCHA ma-

terials.  The Hostos community 

will be given a chance to re-

spond to the materials as well 

as part of a possible archives 

exhibit currently under consid-

eration.   

 Mr. Beaudry hopes that the 

artists will be inspired by the 

connections he sees between 

Hispanic culture and that of 

“America, Latin America and 

Spain.”  These influences can 

be seen in their art collections 

and history, he observes. 

 Hostos Archives staff was 

excited to have one of its signa-

ture collections used in this 

manner and opened up to an 

entirely new audience on an-

other continent.  They look 

forward to seeing many of the 

new materials created as part of 

this collaboration. 

 For more information on 

the Hostos Archives visit 

http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/lib

rary/hcc/archives.asp. 

     —Prof. William Casari 

 

-

-

P

Hostos Materials in Manifesta 8 Exhibit   
(continued from previous page) 

WANTED: STUDENT CONTRIBUTORS! 
Winner of FIRST PRIZE for Best Small College Student Literary Magazine 

(Eastern Region) for 2006 in the annual contest sponsored by the Community 
College Humanities Association. 

 
TEACHERS! Please encourage your students to submit literary or artistic 

work. We would love to include academic essays as well as imaginative work 
in forms: 
 
Writing: * Essays * Stories * Poems * Interviews * News Articles * Excerpts from 

novels-in-progress. Art: * Paintings * Drawings * Collage * Photographs * Sculp-

ture  

 

DEADLINE IS NOW APRIL1, 2011 
Writers!  Escriba is a multilingual journal—written works may be in English, 

Spanish, French, Italian or any language you prefer. Anything up to 5,000 

words is acceptable. NO LIMIT on NUMBER OF SUBMISSIONS PER      

STUDENT 

 

To submit:  Email or bring your work to Prof. Miriam Laskin, Rm A213H in the 

Library.  Phone: (718) 518-4207. Email mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu. Please 

send work as an attachment to a MS Word or RTF format or on a disk—

include your full name, phone number and e-mail address. Prof. Laskin will 

acknowledge receipt of your work and will contact you if she has any 

questions. 

 

Artists! 

To submit:  Set up an appointment with Prof. Jennifer Tang at  Rm. A207G 

in the Library.  Phone: (718) 518-4298, or email jtang@hostos.cuny.edu.  

Bring photographs or scan the art you would like to submit.  Provide your 

contact information including your name and email address or phone number 

so she can reach you. 

mailto:mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu
mailto:jtang@hostos.cuny.edu
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 Editor-in-Chief 

 Prof. Jennifer Tang 

 

 Content Advisors 

 Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 

 Prof. Miriam Laskin 

 

 Photos (Open House) 

 Prof. William Casari 

      

     Website: 

     www.hostos.cuny.edu/library 

 

     Facebook:  

 http://www.facebook.com/home.php?email_confirm

 ed=1#!/pages/Hostos-Community-College- 

 Library/111147448943002 

 

 Address: 

 Hostos Community College Library 

 475 Grand Concourse 

 Bronx, NY 10451 

 (718) 518 4222 

Fall Semester Hours (thru Dec. 21st): 

Mon-Thurs, 9am-8pm 

Fri, 9am-5pm  

Sat, 10am-5pm 

Sun, 10am-5pm (starts Oct. 17th) 

 

Dec 22nd-23rd 9am-5pm 

Dec 24th-Jan. 2nd CLOSED  

 

Winter session 2011 (Jan. 3-Jan 27): 

Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm; closed Sat and Sun 

 

Holidays: 

Fri-Sun, Dec 24th-Jan. 2nd CLOSED (Christmas/New 

Year) 

Mon, Jan. 17, 2011 CLOSED (Martin Luther King Day) 

 

NOTE: All Service Desks Close 15 Minutes Before 

Closing   

 

 

P rof. Miriam Laskin, Head of Instructional 

Services and Reference Librarian at 

Hostos Library, and the Center for Teaching and 

Learning is organizing interested faculty and 

their students to take part in an essay contest 

entitled  The Legal Legacy of the Triangle 

Shirtwaist Faculty Fire.  The competition is 

sponsored by the Historical Society of the Courts 

of the State of New York in honor of the 100th Anniversary 

(March 25, 1911) of this tragic fire, which killed 146 young im-

migrant women who worked in the factory and led to important 

and lasting laws protecting working people. From Dr. Laskin:  

 “I offer my help to students doing the research and entering 

the contest.  The Historical Society organizers have a website 

with all rules and research resources which we will make avail-

able.  If you would like to take a look at it, go to: 

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/essay/2011/essay11.htm. 

“This is an opportunity for fac-

ulty who teach English, History, 

Law or any other related subject, 

to add a lesson or module on this 

important and tragic event if they 

wish.  In addition, the contest 

can be connected to a special 

event being organized by Prof. 

Jerilyn Fisher and the Women’s History Month committee: a 

theatrical performance by the women’s theater company,      

Looking for Lilith, about the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire. 

The performance will be on March 22 from 12:30-2:30, place 

TBA.  The theater company will also hold a performance work-

shop for our students!     

 If you have any questions about the essay contest, please 

contact me at mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu, or (718) 518-4207.” 

—Prof. Miriam Laskin 

Student Essay Contest—Win $1500 or $1000 in Prizes!                                                                  
Open only to NY Community College Students 

Submission Deadline is April 4, 2011 

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/history/essay/2011/essay11.htm
mailto:mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu

