
Painting of Eugenio María de Hostos and         

Guloya Dancer Presented to HCC Library 

     Welcome to the Hostos Library Newsletter!  We look forward to keeping you up-to-date and 

informed about the library’s latest acquisitions, programs, workshops, and resources. Whether you 

are a faculty, student or staff member, we hope you will enjoy learning more about the exciting and 

useful services offered by the Hostos Community College Library.  Enjoy! 

Welcome to the First Issue of the  

Hostos Library Newsletter!  
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T wo paintings - a 

commemorative portrait 

of Eugenio María de Hostos 

and a Guloya dancer - are now 

on permanent display at 

Hostos Community College 

Library.  Created by Prof. Ian 

Scott of the Visual and 

Performing Arts Unit of the 

Humanities Department, the 

portraits were unveiled at a 

June ceremony.    

 President Dolores 

Fernández and Dr. Lucinda 

Zoe, former Chief Librarian 

of the Library and now 

Interim Provost and Vice 

President of Academic Affairs 

of HCC, thanked Scott and 

praised his portrait of Hostos, 

a noted Puerto Rican educator 

and patriot.  The painting was 

designed to commemorate the 

40th Anniversary of Hostos 

Community College and  

poster reproductions of this 

work were distributed at the 

College’s Ruby Anniversary 

Benefit Gala in April.  

 The second painting, 

entitled ―Guloya Dancer,” 

depicts a dancer wearing the 

feathered headgear and color-

ful costume characteristic of 

those participating in the   

Guloya festivities of the 

Dominican Republic.  Both 

paintings hang on the wall of 

the Library’s Reading Room.

 “The portrait of Hostos is 

a wonderful addition to the 

library, the intellectual heart 

and center of the college,‖ 

said Dr. Zoe.  ―The Library is 

dedicated to preserving and 

disseminating works by and 

about Hostos the man, and 

this stunning painting keeps 

his message alive and present 

for us all: that education is the 

key to liberation and the 

purpose of education is to 

develop the mind.‖ 

 Prof. Scott has been 

teaching at Hostos since 1999.  

He said the Hostos portrait 

“captures the face of a man 

whose devotion and 

contributions continue to 

inspire us into the 21st 

Century.‖  

 "The painting's central 

location in the library 

encourages contemplation on 

our college’s namesake," Prof. 

Scott said.  "I would like to 

think that when a student 

beholds the painting, they will 

feel empowered to continue 

their endeavors to better 

themselves and society.‖  

 After the ceremony, the 

artist thanked guests and 

signed posters of the painting. 

             —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

Prof. Ian Scott signs posters of his 

painting of Hostos  
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  Chief Librarian Lucinda Zoe Named Interim Provost;      

Professor Elisabeth Tappeiner Appointed Interim Chief Librarian of HCC Library 

Library Announcements 

D r. Lucinda Zoe, Profes-

sor and Chief Librarian, 

was appointed Interim Vice 

President for Academic Af-

fairs and Provost at Eugenio 

María de Hostos Community 

College, effective July 3, 

2008.   

 

She joined the 

faculty of Hostos 

as Chief Librar-

ian in 2001. Her 

background in-

cludes 18 years 

of experience in library man-

agement and administration.  

She studied library and archi-

val management and  

information technology pro- 

gram development at the Uni-

versity of Kentucky and Co-

lumbia University.  She is a 

graduate of the Harvard Lead-

ership Institute and the Frye 

Leadership Institute. 

 As Chief Librarian, Dr. 

Zoe wrote a successful series 

of grant proposals that re-

sulted in support for new li-

brary services. The library 

received grants from the New 

York State Archives for a 

documentary heritage pro-

gram to preserve the institu-

tional memory of the college 

and archival processing of the 

Museum of Contemporary 

Hispanic Art (MoCHA) Col-

lection. Under her leadership,  

the Hostos Library received 

the Association of College  

and Research Libraries' 2007 

ACRL Excellence in Aca-

demic Libraries Award as the 

best community college li-

brary in the United States.   

 

 

P rofessor Elisabeth Tap-

peiner, Head of Technical 

Services and Collection Man-

agement, has 

been appointed 

Interim Chief 

Librarian of the 

Library.  

        She holds 

a bachelor of 

arts degree in French Litera-

ture and History from the 

University of Minnesota-

Twin Cities and two Master’s  

Degrees from the University  

of Wisconsin-Madison—one 

in Library and Information 

Studies and the other in Com-

parative Literature.    

Her background includes 

ten years in academic and 

special libraries.  As the Head 

of Technical Services, she 

coordinates the unit that se-

lects, purchases and cata-

logues library materials in 

print and online formats.   She 

is the liaison for the Allied 

Health department and 

teaches course-integrated li-

brary workshops for students 

in nursing, dental hygiene, 

and radiation technology.  
          

      —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

A ttention Students: 

Earn points when you 

complete library work-

shops! 

 The library is part of the 

Hostos Rewards Points Pro-

gram, a campus-wide incen-

tive program for Hostos stu-

dents.  This means that we’ll 

give you 150 Rewards Points 

when you complete the 

evaluation at the end of each 

of the library workshops in 

our open workshop pro-

gram.  And starting in mid-

November, you can also earn 

points for completing our 

library’s satisfaction survey. 

Then, trade the points for en-

tries into the Hostos Rewards 

Points Program’s sweep-

stakes, which will take place 

at the end of the semester.

 Each 1000 points you 

earn gets you a sweepstakes 

entry.  The more entries 

you’ve earned, the better your 

chance of winning prizes like 

laptops, iPods, digital cam-

eras, metrocards and print/

copy units of credits (for the 

printers/copy machines in the 

Academic Computing Center 

and the Library).  Check the 

Hostos Rewards Points Web-

site (www.hostos.cuny.edu/

oaa/rewardpoints/) for more 

ways to earn points and to see 

how many points you’ve al-

ready earned.   

 In order to participate in 

the Hostos Rewards Points 

Program, you must know your 

Hostos Email username and 

password.  You’ll need your 

email username and password 

to earn points. You’ll also 

need your username and pass-

word to log into the Rewards 

Points program. To log into 

your Hostos Email account, 

and for helpful links on using 

your email account, visit: 

webmail.hostos.cuny.edu/ 

—Prof. Kate Lyons 

 

Students Receive Gifts of Learning Through  

The Hostos Reward Points Program  

http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/oaa/rewardpoints/
http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/oaa/rewardpoints/
https://webmail.hostos.cuny.edu/
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GENERAL REFERENCE 

 

Credo Reference contains the full-text of over 100 high qual-

ity reference titles across the disciplines: humanities, social 

sciences, health sciences, and more. The text is supplemented 

by images, sound files, and animations.  

 Credo is a good starting point if you are just starting to 

look for information on a topic. It provides basic definitions, 

facts, figures, maps, biographical information and more. Then 

it gives you ideas about where to look next.  Its ―Concept 

Map‖ helps you find related topics and synonyms. It also pro-

vides cross references and links to other databases available to 

Library users.      

 Explore Credo at any computer workstation on campus.  

For off-campus access, faculty, students, and staff with a valid 

Hostos ID need to log in with the 14-digit number on the bot-

tom of their ID cards.  

 

 

MULTICULTURAL RESOURCES 

 

PRISMA (Publicaciones y Revistas Sociales y Humanísticas) 

is a comprehensive database for full-text scholarly journals in 

the social sciences and humanities covering Hispanic and 

Latin America, and the Caribbean Basin.  Are you doing re-

search in Latin American Studies and looking for scholarly 

information in Spanish?  This database is perfect if you’re 

looking for information in the fine arts, politics, culture, his-

tory and more.  This information is compiled from journals 

published across Latin America.   

 

International Index to Black Periodicals is a key online re-

source for research in Black Studies.  It contains citations and 

the full text to articles in all areas of Black Studies, including 

economics, history, religion, arts, and politics.  IIBP covers 

both key titles in the field and hard to find newsletters and 

local press.  We are the only campus at CUNY to subscribe to 

both of these resources.    

         —Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 

New Electronic Resources:  

Explore Databases Exclusive to Hostos  

Did You Know?  

Hostos Library’s  

Top Ten   

Most Popular Databases: 

 
All Subjects 
 

Academic Search Premier  

Lexis-Nexis  

Opposing Viewpoints  
 

Humanities, History, Black  
Studies 
 

Black Thought & Culture  

Literary Reference Center  
 
Allied Health/Nursing 
 

Alt Health Watch  

CINAHL Plus  

Health Source: Nursing/
Academic  

Nursing Resource Center  
 
Natural Sciences 
 

Science Resource Center 

BOOKS   
    
The American Presidency (2008) 
by Christopher Mari 
 
Everything You Need to Know 
About Latino History (2007) 
by Himilce Novas 
 
Powerful Writing Strategies For 
All Students (2008)  
by Karen R. Harris 
 
Barack Obama in His Own Words 
(2007) 
By Barack Obama 
 
Women as Hamlet: Performance 
and Interpretation in Theatre, Film 
and Fiction  (2007)  
By Tony Howard 
 

DVDs 
 
The Sixties - The Years That 
Shaped a Generation (2005) 
PBS Home Video 
 
Talk to Her/ Hable con ella (2007) 
Directed by Pedro Almodóvar  
 
The Painted Veil  (2007) 
Starring: Noami Watts, Edward 
Norton 
 
No Country For Old Men (2008)
Starring: Tommy Lee Jones, 
Javier Bardem  
   
The Pursuit of Happyness (2007) 
Starring: Will Smith, Jaden  
Christopher Syre Smith 
 

NEW BOOKS AND DVDs 



HCC Library’s Instant Messenger Reference Helps Students Wherever They Are 

I nstant messenging is 

popular with students, 

who enjoy sending text mes-

sages to one another on their 

cell phones, laptops or com-

puter PCs.  Now they can 

use Instant Messenger to 

contact a reference librarian 

at Hostos with any questions 

they might have about their 

research.  

 To contact a librarian, 

students can simply add the 

library’s IM address to their 

own digital address books, 

or add the Hostos Library in 

their ―buddy‖ or ―friend‖ 

lists.  During the hours the 

library is 

open, a 

reference 

librarian 

will be 

logged in 

and ready 

to respond 

whenever 

a student 

IMs a 

librarian.  They can also chat 

with the Library by visiting 

the ―Ask-A-Librarian‖ page 

on the library’s website:  

(www.hostos.cuny. 

edu/library/hcc/ask.asp) 

The library 

uses Meebo 

(www. 

membo.com) 

to aggregate 

all of the IM 

accounts, so 

students can 

contact a li-

brarian using a 

variety of IM 

clients (AOL, MSN, Yahoo, 

etc).   

It also uses the ―meebome‖ 

widget,  

www.meebo.com/meebome 

to embed a chat application 

for its website. This widget 

works with Blackboard. 

 Faculty members can 

also add the meebome wid-

get to their Blackboard site 

so that their students can 

contact a Reference Librar-

ian anytime directly from 

Blackboard.   

 For help, please email 

Kate Lyons: 

clyons@hostos.cuny.edu.  

              —Prof. Kate Lyons 

C UNY Libraries offers 

online self-paced tutori-

als that allow students and 

others to get a basic under-

standing of the research   

process and help in using  

library catalogs and subscrip-

tion databases.   

 As the screenshot of the 

IC Tutorials shows, there are 

eight tutorial modules. Be-

sides help with the research 

process and information tech-

nology, the modules also 

cover evaluating sources and 

understanding the ethical and 

legal issues (including copy-

right and plagiarism) sur-

rounding information. The 

tutorials are also offered in a 

Bilingual edition (English & 

Spanish). 

 Beginning in the Spring 

’09 semester, CUNY Librar-

ies will also offer quizzes for 

each module (except modules 

6 and 8) and a separate com-

prehensive quiz that tests the 

user’s understanding of the 

material. The addition of 

quizzes will allow faculty 

who wish to assign students 

any -or all - of the modules, to 

also require that students take 

the quiz associated with the 

module(s) assigned. 

 Students will learn imme-

diately how they did, what the 

correct answers are for ques-

tions they got wrong, and they 

can send an email to the 

teacher with their quiz score. 

Further, faculty in all of the 

CUNY Library departments 

will have access to aggregate 

statistics for their campus. We 

will be able to monitor the use 

of the tutorials and quizzes 

and the success rate of stu-

dents on our individual cam-

puses. This data can be used 

as part of information literacy 

assessment efforts. 

 Of special importance is 

the comprehensive quiz stu-

dents can take after they have 

gone through tutorial modules 

1-5 and 7. We created this 

comprehensive quiz as a way 

for students who can’t attend 

our information literacy open 

workshops to be enrolled in 

the Hostos Library’s Laptop 

Loan Program. Up until now, 

students needed to take two 

workshops in order to borrow 

a laptop but we wanted to 

have a way to enroll evening 

and weekend students whose 

schedules don’t allow for 

attending the workshops.   

The tutorials and quizzes are 

accessed from the Library 

Home Page:  

hostos.cuny.edu/library.  

Click the ―CUNY Informa-

tion Competency Tutorials,‖ 

on the right hand side of the 

page.    

 Questions?  Please     

contact Prof. Miriam Laskin 

at (718) 518-4207 or email 

mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu.  
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  CUNY Libraries Offer Online Information Competency    

Tutorials and Quizzes That Help Students Learn  
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Faculty Alert: Information Literacy and Research at Hostos 

Faculty Alert: Meet Your Library Liaison! 

U nless you are new to 

Hostos, you are al-

ready aware of our Library 

Instruction Program and 

have hopefully been get-

ting your students to the 

library to study and learn.  

We offer a diverse 

range of instructional ac-

tivities and our curriculum-

integrated, multilevel In-

formation Literacy work-

shop program provides 

instruction on locating, 

accessing, and evaluating 

information resources in a 

variety of formats.  They 

also address research 

strategies and avoiding 

plagiarism.  

The Library’s website 

connects all members of 

the Hostos community 

with descriptions of our six 

IL workshops and an easy 

sign-up page that students 

(or anyone) can use to de-

cide which workshops to 

take - outside of their regu-

lar classes, at times con-

venient to their work and 

school lives.   

 This fall we are proud 

to join the Hostos Rewards 

Program. Students who 

take a workshop and fill 

out the online workshop 

evaluation form will not 

only get credit for attend-

ing the workshop, but they 

will also earn reward 

points for attending. 

 We also offer course-

related, customized re-

search workshops, and 

collaborate with Hostos 

faculty who want their 

classes to get additional 

help in tackling research 

assignments. The guide-

lines for scheduling a 

course-related workshop 

are available at the Li-

brary’s website under the 

―Instruction Programs‖ 

menu.   

 The Library website 

also provides a link to 

CUNY’s Bilingual Infor-

mation Competency Tuto-

rials and these tutorials 

will soon offer quizzes at 

the end of each module 

and a comprehensive quiz 

that students can take and 

have the resulting scores 

sent to their teachers who 

assign any of these tutori-

als.  

 We are proud that our 

Instruction program is one 

of the reasons that in 2007, 

the Association of College 

and Research Libraries 

(ACRL) selected the 

Hostos library as a recipi-

ent of its annual ―ACRL 

Excellence in Academic 

Libraries Award‖ in the 

Community College cate-

gory.  

 Questions about our 

instruction program or a 

research assignment ?  

Please contact Prof. 

Miriam Laskin, Director 

of Instructional Services 

(ext. 4207) or email her at 

Mlaskin@hostos.cuny.edu  

Lounge seating in the  

Information Learning Commons 

F aculty, do you know 

who your Faculty Li-

aison is? Library Liaisons 

are your personal ambassa-

dors to the HCC Library! 

Want to recommend a pur-

chase, schedule a course 

integrated workshop or put 

material on Reserve? Con-

tact the Liaison for your 

department!  

William Casari:  Anthro-

pology, Biology, Chemis-

try, Environmental Sci-

ence,  Physics, Physical 

Sciences,  Psychology,  

Social Work and Sciences,  

Sociology 

Jose Diaz:  Africana Stud-

ies, Counseling, Latin 

American & Caribbean 

Studies, Modern           

Languages, Philosophy 

Rhonda Johnson:  Crimi-

nal Justice, Economics, 

History, Political Science, 

Public Administration, 

Public Interest Paralegal 

Program 

Miriam Laskin:  English, 

Language & Cognition, 

CUNY Language Immer-

sion Program (CLIP),   

Libra Program 

Kate Lyons:  Accounting, 

Business, Data Processing, 

Marketing, Mathematics, 

Office Administration & 

Technology, 

Lisa Tappeiner:  Dental 

Hygiene, Gerontology, 

Medical Laboratory Tech-

nology, Nursing, Radio-

logical Technology 

Jennifer Tang: Education, 

Urban Health Studies,  

Visual & Performing Arts 

T he Library’s ILC (Information 

Learning Commons) recently 

celebrated its first year anniversary!

 Since its inauguration in 2007, 

the ILC has provided students with 

digital library resources and techni-

cal assistance.  Situated in the refer-

ence area, the ILC boasts computer 

workstations offering the latest soft-

ware and a communal work area 

that encourage collaboration.  Stu-

dents can do research, write papers, 

tabulate data, design web pages, get 

reference assistance, develop e-

portfolios and collaborate in small 

groups on multimedia projects in 

one convenient, multipurpose area.   

 In addition to reference service, 

the ILC also offers technical sup-

port.  On-site ―tech tutors‖ are avail-

able to answer student questions 

about applications such as Microsoft 

Office Suite (Access, Excel, Power-

Point, Word); Adobe Suite and 

many other popular applications. 

 The Information Learning 

Commons @ HCC initiative aug-

ments the services of existing col-

lege-wide structures by intercon-

necting them to one another to better 

service students. The Commons 

venues provide technological ac-

cess, support and instruction to stu-

dents.  In addition to the Library, 

other Information Learning Com-

mons sites include the Hostos Aca-

demic Learning Center (HALC) and 

the Academic Computing Center. 

The Office of Instructional Technol-

ogy has a venue for faculty through 

its Faculty Development Center.  
                                     
     - Prof. Jennifer Tang 

The ILC Celebrates Its 

First Year Anniversary 
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New Member of the Hostos Library: Emma Traore 

― I love Staten Island, 

Brooklyn, and know all 

about New York City,‖ 

Emma says. ―Ask me any-

thing – I have about a book’s 

worth of stories.‖       

 As the Library’s Eve-

ning/Weekend Supervisor, 

Ms. Traore is the latest addi-

tion to  the Library.  A native 

of Kansas City, Missouri, she 

moved to New York City 

from Missouri twelve years 

ago.  She graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree in journal-

ism and is currently studying 

for her Master’s degree in 

Library Science at Queens 

College.   

 She says it was always 

her dream to live in the media 

capital of the world.      

 ―Writing was my main 

motivation for packing up and 

moving to the Big Apple with 

my two children,‖ she said.  

Her first city job was 

as Assistant Librarian 

to the Editorial Li-

brarian at the Village 

Voice.  Mrs. Traore 

assisted the Voice’s 

writers with fact-

checking and research.  She 

also published a few stories 

and contributed to a column, 

―Love Letters.‖  Working 

with editors and writers, she 

became adept at finding infor-

mation, skills that fit in per-

fectly with her work at 

Hostos.   

  Emma loves exploring 

the city and praises the sub-

way system for helping her 

become proficient at locating 

all kinds of neighborhoods.  

―I can give you directions to 

get anywhere from the Bronx 

to Staten Island, almost better 

than any cab driver,‖ she 

says.   In addition to her inter-

est in geography, she’s also a 

poet and her work 

has appeared in col-

lege journals.  She 

has also published 

articles for her home 

town paper in Pine 

Bluff, AR.  

 Prior to Hostos, Mrs. 

Traore spent a number of 

years in the CUNY system – 

she worked in the Reserves 

section of the Brooklyn Col-

lege Library and was Supervi-

sor of Collection at Queens 

College for two years.  

―Libraries, bookstores, and 

just books in general are my 

thing,‖ she says.    

 In addition to her experi-

ence at CUNY, Emma has 

had many life-changing ex-

periences.  She once worked 

as an assistant librarian in an 

upstate prison.  The experi-

ence taught her that everyone 

―is guilty in prison until they 

do the research to prove 

themselves innocent.‖   She 

learned about cooking from 

top chefs while working at the 

CIA (Culinary Institute of 

America).  ―I had never seen 

so many different cookbooks 

in my life,‖ she says.    Ad-

venturous and articulate, 

Emma also enjoyed a stint as 

a tour guide, taking visitors 

around the former home of 

Franklin and Eleanor Roose-

velt in upstate NY.

 Commuting to Hostos 

from her home in Brooklyn, 

Emma passes through three 

boroughs on her way to work.  

―It’s always interesting to see 

the diverse group of folks 

riding the train with you,‖ she 

says.  ―With what I’ve seen 

and experienced while living 

in New York, I could write a 

book!‖  

 Hopefully, that book will 

end up at the Library, for all 

to share. 

T he Library Archives re-

cently created a photo 

book for the 40th anniversary of 

the college and received addi-

tional funding from the New 

York State Archives Documen-

tary Heritage Program to pro-

vide access to the late Professor 

Magda Vasillov’s 1970s-era 

photographs of student life at 

Hostos. 

Hostos Moments Project 

 In honor of the 40th anni-

versary of Hostos Community 

College, the Hostos Archives 

created a 50-page Hostos Mo-

ments 1968-2008 commemora-

tive photo album. Guests re-

ceived a copy during the gala 

celebration held at Marina del 

Rey on April 17, 2008.   

 Chief Librarian Lucinda 

Zoe conceived the project and 

the Hostos Moments History 

Project Gala Subcommittee 

selected images using the re-

sources of the Hostos Archives.  

College Archivist William 

Casari coordinated the produc-

tion and Prof. Isabel Li, the 

creative force behind Hostos 

Moments, was responsible for 

the overall layout and design.

 Dr. Zoe and  Amanda Ti-

molat, gala subcommittee 

member, developed guidelines 

for selecting images.  Dr. Zoe 

created a ―data check off‖ sheet 

listing priorities such as photos 

of college presidents, faculty 

and staff and the Hostos Arts & 

Culture Center, among others.  

 Cesar Barreto also donated 

a number of unique b/w images 

that had not been seen in years.  

They were digitally restored 

and some were included in the 

commemorative album.  

 Timolat said, "Hostos Mo-

ments allowed the archives to 

augment its digital collection of 

historical photos, a crucial step 

in the development of a com-

prehensive digital archives col-

lection."  The history of Hostos 

is now preserved through a 

database of digitized images 

accessible to researchers and 

the college community.

 Long-time Hostos faculty 

and staff Gerald Meyer, Wal-

lace Edgecombe, Cynthia Jones 

and others helped choose and 

identify photos.   Documentary 

Heritage Program grant-funded 

assistant archivist Matthew 

Flaherty and college assistant 

Yahaira Rodriguez then helped 

scan these photos into digital 

files. Prof. Isabel Li cropped, 

processed images and did the 

layout.    

 Without support from the 

New York State Archives 

Documentary Heritage Program 

(DHP), this project wouldn’t 

have been possible. The DHP 

helped fund the assistant archi-

vist position and enabled the 

archives to process the Gerald 

J. Meyer and Magda Vasillov 

Photo Collections.  These two 

collections are crucial to the 

history of the college and many 

signature images from them are 

included in Hostos Moments 

1968-2008.    

 In October 2008, the Ar-

chive will identify and organize 

Professor Magda Vasillov’s 

1970s-era photographs of stu-

dent and neighborhood life.  

Hostos Moments: The History of Hostos Through Archival Photos 
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Faculty Alert: The Power of  

Using E-Reserves  

F aculty, do you have 

articles, notes, book 

chapters, or other materials 

that you want your students 

to read?  Reserving class 

readings and course items 

for use by all students has 

long been an effective and 

popular teaching collabora-

tion between instructors 

and libraries.  HCC Library 

offers both conventional 

and electronic reserves  

(e-reserves) services.   

 Conventional reserves 

consist of hard copy items 

(i.e., library-owned and 

personal copy books, 

manuals, dvd’s).  Elec-

tronic reserves is a web-

based form of reserves ser-

vice which consists of digi-

tally and/or electronically 

formatted items, such as 

syllabi, exams, articles, and 

chapter notes.  These items 

can be  MS word files, 

URL’s, image files, etc. 

 

For students, here are the 

advantages of E-Reserves: 

 

Available 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week 

Accessible from any 

computer workstation, 

either on or off-campus  

Class materials can be 

viewed simultaneously 

by multiple students 

Reserve materials re-

main legible and in 

order. 

No  problems with 

missing or partial 

documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For faculty, here are the 

advantages of E-Reserves: 

 

Library staff will   

manage the course 

reserve pages for you 

Library staff will train 

faculty to manage their 

own course reserves 

pages 

E-Reserves can be 

linked with other 

course management 

products such as 

Blackboard 

Library staff will scan 

documents and convert 

them to adobe acrobat 

(PDF) format. 

Articles from data-

bases may be used as 

URL links. 

 

 To place items on re-

serve, faculty must com-

plete the request form, 

which must then be submit-

ted with a copy of the 

course syllabus.  The forms 

may be submitted to the 

Reserve Desk (A-308F) or 

by inter-office mail.   

 Electronic submission 

of requests will be forth-

coming.  All reserve re-

quests must be in compli-

ance with U.S. copyright 

laws.  

 For more information 

about reserves, please see 

the ―Faculty Services‖ link 

on the library webpage or 

visit the ―Reserves‖ sec-

tion:  

www.hostos.cuny.edu/

library/hcc/

reserves.asp#eres. 

   

Questions?  Contact  

Prof. Rhonda L. Johnson, 

Head of Access Services: 

rhjohnson@ 

hostos.cuny.edu. 

T he Hostos 

Archives 

recently com-

pleted a collec-

tion guide to the 

Museum of Con-

temporary His-

panic Art 

(MoCHA) re-

cords.  Prepared 

by assistant ar-

chivist Matt 

Flaherty and Nadya Rodriguez, 

the archival finding aid de-

scribes the rich collection of 

artist’s files and memorabilia. 

The guide includes a searchable 

list of artists and their country 

of origin prepared by Hostos 

student Yahaira Rodriguez. 

       MoCHA was born in 1985 

as an alternative museum in 

SoHo that showcased the art of 

Latin American and Latino 

artists under-represented in 

mainstream institutions. It op-

erated under the umbrella of 

Friends of Puerto Rico, Inc. 

(FOPR), a non-profit organiza-

tion founded in 1956.  From 

1975  to 1984, FOPR adminis-

tered the Cayman Gallery, 

which in its lifetime was the 

only non-commercial Hispanic 

arts center in the mainstream of 

American Art.   

 Despite its short existence, 

MoCHA helped launch the 

career of numerous artists who 

became successful in the nine-

ties. After it closed in 1990, its 

archival records were housed at 

HCC in an effort to preserve 

them. These invaluable records 

document the history of the 

museum and the early careers 

of many Latino and Latin 

American artists it exhibited. 

Primary sources include exhibi-

tion and artist files, recorded 

symposia of public programs 

organized by the museum, and 

exhibition catalogs.      

 MoCHA was 

a truly unique 

resource as it 

provided a 

broad range of 

rewarding 

services that 

addressed the 

needs of the 

Hispanic artist, 

including: a 

visual arts 

program where artists could 

exhibit their work in an individ-

ual or group atmosphere; a spe-

cial events program that show-

cased the performing arts; and 

an outreach program designed 

to bring Hispanic art to new 

and exciting venues 

 Perhaps the most valuable 

is the Visual Arts Resource 

Center.  The center was an ex-

tensive repository aimed at 

gathering, organizing and 

maintaining information on and 

for the Hispanic artist.  It con-

sisted of artist files, a slide reg-

istry and a library of books, 

magazines and catalogs on the 

history and achievements of 

Hispanics in the Arts.  These 

programs were vital to Mo-

CHA’s ability to provide the 

widespread exposure necessary 

to nurture the careers of a 

population ignored by the art 

world. 

 Researchers, students and 

others can use the collection by 

making an appointment with 

the archives staff.  For more 

information visit the Hostos 

Library and Archives web 

page:  

 

(www.hostos.cuny.edu/

library/hcc/archives.asp). 

 
       - Prof. William Casari, 

College Archivist 

The Library Archives: The Museum of 

Contemporary Hispanic Art  

Manuel Gómez-Rosa, “Portrait of 

Composer Rafael Hernandez,” linocut, 

Oct. 1996. Hostos Archives, Hostos 

Center for Arts & Culture Collection 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Faculty Open House 
 

Wednesday, October 22, 2008 
     3:30 to 5 p.m.   

    
How can faculty take advantage of the library’s  
many resources to help students, arrange for course-
integrated workshops and publish their own articles?    
 
To answer these and other questions, come to the  
Faculty Open House at Hostos Library! 
 

Refreshments will be served.   
Enjoy your afternoon with us! 

 
Hostos Community College Library 
475 Grand Concourse, Room A308 

Bronx, NY 10451 
 

To RSVP, please call (718) 518-4203 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


