
 

 

  CAMPUS-WIDE ACCESS TO THE NEW YORK TIMES                

DIGITAL EDITION NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL CUNY FACULTY, 

STUDENTS AND STAFF 

Welcome to the Winter/Spring 2013-14 Issue!  

T hanks to CUNY’s deal with the 

New York Times, all CUNY      

faculty, students and staff now have 

unlimited access to the digital edition 

of the New York Times.     

 On March 28, 2011, the Times 

started charging for access to its Web 

edition. Most people, except those 

with subscriptions, are capped at view-

ing 10 articles each month before they 

are blocked and asked to pay to view 

additional content.  The new Academic 

Pass for CUNY faculty, students and 

staff now provides unlimited access to 

the Times’ treasure trove of articles. 

Sign up using your Hostos email!   

Here’s how: 

 Go to nytimes.com/passes. 

 Click on “REGISTER” using your Hostos email address. 

 Fill out your information and click on “CREATE MY ACCOUNT.” 

 Click “CONTINUE.” 

 Check your Hostos email for a confirmation message— it should arrive within FIFTEEN MINUTES.  

If you don’t see it in the Inbox, check your spam folder.    

 Click on the link in the confirmation email to activate your subscription. 

 Problems? Use your Hostos email to contact edu@nytimes.com. 

 Remember to always use your Hostos email address to log into www.nytimes.com       
                     (continued on next page) 



Page 2  Hostos L ibrary News  SPRING 2014  

O n October 25, 2013, Hostos Library co-
sponsored an Islamic Art Contest with the 

Hostos’ Student Association and Prof. Sarah 
Sandman of the Digital Design Department.
 The contest was open to students who had 
attended a special DVD screening of two films, 
Islamic Art: Mirror of the Invisible World and 
Islamic Art Spots. These documentaries cele-
brate the unique art and designs of Islamic Art 
and were part of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities’ Muslim Journeys Bookshelf 
collection Award that the Library won in Jan. 
2012.             
 Digital Design student Abdelrahman Saad 
won a $50 Visa gift card for his evocative and 
haunting painting of Muhammad Ali Pasha, 
whose family ruled Egypt for over 147 years. 
 “He is considered the founder of modern 
Egypt,” Abdelrahman explained. “He started 
out as a Turkish army officer in 1800 but rose 
to rule Egypt.  His descendants continued to do 
so until 1952, when the last King of Egypt, 
Ahmed Fouad II, abdicated by a royal decree 
and left for France.  Allegedly, his father, King 
Farouk was reported to have said, ‘There will 
soon be only five kings left: The kings of Eng-
land, Diamonds, Hearts, Spades and Clubs.’”  
 Despite the recent upheaval, he added that 
the royal family “remains very much a part of 
modern Alexandria and its culture. Their names 
appear everywhere, on streets, buildings and 
other architectural sites.”        
         —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

Greetings, 

On behalf of the Library, I’d like to welcome you to               

our latest Hostos Library newsletter!  It gives me great                 

pleasure to share with you all the exciting news and events 

that are happening here. 

First, we are happy to welcome three new members of the                  

Library family— Profs. Haruko Yamauchi, Jorge Matos 

Valldejuli and Louis Muñoz, Jr.              

 We’re also excited to announce that all CUNY faculty, staff and                   

students can now register and get unlimited access to the            digital          

edition of the New York Times. During the summer, the                                                   

Library will be preparing for a new web-based                                                     

searching platform, PRIMO.                            

 Please reach out to us if you have any questions          

regarding future research assignments. I also encourage you to take               

advantage of our library’s amazing wealth of resources that will support 

your learning, teaching, and research.           

 We hope you enjoy our latest issue and I look forward to working with 

you as we head toward the end of the semester! 

           Best,                                           

                                                      

                   

                Chief Librarian, Hostos Library 

Library Announcements 

  Hostos Digital Design     

Student  Abdelrahman Saad 

Wins Islamic Art Award  

(Right to left: Chief Librarian Madeline 

Ford, winner Abdelrahman Saad and                                 

Prof. Jennifer Tang) 

 

(Continued from previous page) 

 Access your digital subscription from ANY computer, or use             

a smartphone app downloaded from nytimes.com/mobile.   

 Looking for OLDER ARTICLES?  Please note that this        

subscription will only let you  download FIVE articles/year      

published between 1923-1980.  The good news is that you           

CAN use the New York Times Historical Database - this is a 

resource that Hostos Library already subscribes to.  From  

here, you can access an unlimited number of older NYT              

articles published between 1851 and five years ago (that means  

the range this year is 1851-2009). 

  

      NOTE:  We don’t have access to the tablet apps, but you                

 can still read it on your tablet by using any internet browser. 

  

 

FREE DIGITAL ACCESS 
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O n Oct. 13, 2013 from           

11-12:30 p.m., Hostos 

Library sponsored a book     

discussion and lecture, 

“Tackling Islamophobia:      

Understanding Islam and     

Muslim-Americans Through 

Literature” that took place in 

the Faculty Dining Room.  

 The event was part of   

Hostos Library’s celebration   

of its “Muslim Journeys Book-

shelf” collection that consists 

of 25 books and 3 DVDs. The 

package was given to the    

Library thanks to Prof. Tang’s 

winning 

grant from 

the              

National 

Endow-

ment for 

the   

Humani-

ties.          

 Dr. Mehnaz Afridi, a  

Muslim scholar, led the discus-

sion. She is Assistant Professor 

of Religious Studies and Direc-

tor of the Holocaust, Genocide, 

and Interfaith Education Center 

at Man-

hattan      

College in 

Riverdale. 

Many of 

her      

publica-

tions have 

focused 

on issues 

related to 

Muslim 

identity 

and the way that anti-Semitism 

has been expressed by her con-

temporaries.     

 Faculty and two classes 

attended the event. Dr. Afridi 

began her presentation by        

reviewing Marjane Satrapi’s 

memoir, Persepolis: the Story 

of a Childhood. The book uses 

the graphic novel format to tell 

the story of a young girl grow-

ing up in Tehran during the 

1970s and 80s, when Iran and 

Iraq went to war and the Islam-

ic Revolution took place.  

 Dr. Afridi praised the book 

for offering a “complex view of 

Muslim life.”  “The narrator 

deals with   

politics, class 

struggle, faith,” 

she said.  “It’s 

not as simple 

as ‘my religion 

is oppressing 

me.’”      

 Some    

students      

expressed              

surprise that 

the book’s 

characters differed in their atti-

tudes toward women, the West, 

and Islam. This diversity con-

trasts with the one-dimensional 

portrayal of Muslims often 

portrayed by the West, Dr. Af-

ridi pointed out.    

 “Throughout history, Islam 

has been depicted as a 

‘mysterious thing’, its citizen 

called ‘the Arab’ or ‘the            

Oriental,’” she said, adding that 

the term “Islamophobia” is a 

“new logism,” coined in 1996 

by Europeans at a human rights 

conference.       

 “The word means the fear 

and irrational prejudice and 

hatred of Muslims,” she said. 

“However, the use of this term 

can be problematic, as it      

implies that such a stance is 

understandable, when it is actu-

ally racism.”    

 Before 9/11, she added, “It 

was always a challenge to teach 

Islam, but after 9/11, it made 

things definitely worse,” she 

said.        

 She encouraged everyone 

to combat the idea that “Islam 

is a violent political ideology 

rather than a religion, inferior 

to the West and has no value in 

comparison to other cultures.” 

 As the number of Muslims 

increase in the U.S. and other 

countries, she added, “it is  

essential that we recognize our 

common humanity. Human 

rights are not just a Western 

concept, it’s a universal value. 

We are all  human and we are 

all for human rights.” 

 To watch the lecture, go to 

www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=W6qvMyLiTP8 

&feature=youtu.be 
—Prof. Jennifer Tang 

Dr. Mehnaz Afridi speaks out on the   

problem of Islamophobia in the U.S. 

Hostos Library Presents Lecture on Fighting Islamophobia   

Introducing PRIMO: An Easy-to-Use Searching Platform for Hostos Library 

W elcome to PRIMO! When the Fall 2014 

semester starts, library users can expect 

to see the CUNY catalog transformed by a new 

searching platform known as PRIMO, a web-

based module that makes searching for articles, 

books, and other materials easier than ever 

before.  CUNY libraries will join Harvard, 

NYU and universities throughout the country 

who have recognized the ease and usefulness 

of Ex Libris’ PRIMO.   

 Currently, faculty and students search for 

information using various platforms: the 

CUNY catalog for books and media and data-

bases for articles. PRIMO enables users to 

locate all types of resources from a single 

search platform.          

 For example, say you’re searching for information on the subject of domestic violence. Just type the words “domestic violence” 

as a search term and you’ll retrieve an  organized list of books, journals, DVD’s, and articles from our databases on this topic.   

 The system will be implemented during the summer. To see what it looks like, visit the web pages for Boston College Libraries 

and the University of Illinois.                                                                                                                         

                               —Prof. Lisa Tappeiner 

 PRIMO from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Libraries web page. 
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Acting White? Rethinking Race in      
"Post-Racial" America (2013)                  
by Devon W. Carbado. 
 
What does it mean to "act black" or "act 
white"? The authors argue that racial      
judgments are often based not just on skin 
color, but on how a person conforms to   
behavior stereotypically associated with a 
certain race.  
Location: Stacks KF384 .C37 2013 
 
 Aya:Love in Yop City (2013) by Margue-
rite Abouet. 
 
This novel includes the final three chapters    
of the Aya tales, a lighthearted story about 
life in the Ivory Coast during the 1970s. It        
includes unique appendices—recipes, guides 
to understanding Ivorian slang, street 
sketches, and remarks from the author             
explaining the country’s history and social 

         milieu.                     
             Location:Stacks PN6790 .C853 A363132013 

 
The Maker Movement Manifesto: Rules for 
Innovation in the New World of Crafters, 
Hackers, and Tinkerers (2014)                                   
by Mark Hatch. 
 
The author describes how innovative new 
computer technologies and tools have      
enabled ordinary people to invent or create    
extraordinary products, leading to an          
explosion of successful business ventures.  

        Location: Stacks HC79 .T4 H368 2014 
  
The Book of Jezebel: An Illustrated    
Encyclopedia of Lady Things (2013) by 
Kate Harding.  
 
From Jezebel.com, the popular website for 
women, comes a must-read encyclopedic 
guide to pop culture, feminism, fashion, sex, 
and more. Running the gamut from Abzug, 
Bella and Baby-Sitters Club to Xena, Yo-
gurt, and Zits, this fun book is filled with  

         entertaining sidebars and arresting images.  
         Location: Stacks HQ1115 .H37 2013 
 

Steve Jobs (2013) by Walter Isaacson. 
 
A riveting biography of the roller-          
coaster life and intense personality of            
the groundbreaking tech entrepreneur   
whose perfectionism and ferocious drive                
revolutionized six industries: personal com-
puters, animated movies, music, phones, 
tablet computing, and digital publishing. 
Location: Stacks QA76.2 .J63 I83 2013 
 

Gasland Part 2 (2014). Directed by Josh 
Fox.  
 
A sequel to a provocative older film,          
Gasland 2 (2014) continues to explore    
the controversial method of extracting     
natural gas and oil known as hydraulic   
fracturing, or fracking, arguing how       
dangerous the  process is, and how         
pervasive the gas industry’s influence         
on public policy has become.  
 
Babyland (2008). Directed by Craig 
Leake and David Appleby. 
 
In most cities, black babies are dying at 
three times the rate of white babies.              
Reporter Elizabeth Vargas travels to         
Memphis, Tennessee, to report on what   
is being done there, and to see what the 
rest of the country can learn.  
 
The Heat (2013)  
starring Sandra Bullock and Melissa McCarthy. 
 
Sandra Bullock and Melissa McCarthy 
play incompatible cops who team up       
to bring down a drug lord in this           
outrageously funny comedy from the 
director of the hit Bridesmaids, Paul 
Feig. 
 
Chávez, Venezuela and the New                                                    
Latin America (2004).  
 
The film presents a multilayered        
portrait of a country rich in hope,   
dreams and oil. It includes part of             
Aleida Guevara’s rare interview with 
Hugo Chávez, interviews with Cuban 
doctors working in some of Caracas’s 
marginal communities, and talks with 
ordinary Venezuelans on the impact of 
the country’s broad-ranging social           
programs.  
 
The Trials of Muhammad Ali (2013).  
Starring Muhammad Ali. Directed by  Bill Siegel.   
 
This documentary examines how one of 
the most celebrated sports champions     
of the 20th century risked his fame       
and fortune to follow his faith and       
conscience, from joining the Nation of 
Islam and the Civil Rights movement,                                             
protesting the Vietnam War, to his                                                  
global humanitarianism. 

 
 
 
—Prof. Jennifer Tang 

New Books and DVDs for Summer Reading 
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O n September 25, 2013 from 10 a.m. 

to 3 p.m., Hostos Library hosted its 

second annual Student Appreciation Day, 

an event aimed at helping students recog-

nize the value of their own hard work and  

the role of the Library in helping them 

achieve their goals.       

 “Every day students come into the 

Library eager to do their research. We felt 

it was important to acknowledge their 

role in influencing the culture of the           

Library,” said Chief Librarian Madeline 

Ford. The festive affair was sponsored by 

the Senate Library Committee with the 

help and cooperation of the Library facul-

ty, and staff.           

 Profs. Mohammed Sohel, Sandra Cas-

tellanos, Olen Dias, Joyce Dais, Carolyn 

Johnson, Sue Dicker, and Flor Henderson 

handed out programs at the event.   

 Next, students were invited to go on a 

“self-guided” tour.  This consisted of a 

series of easels identifying each area of 

the Library and the services offered.  

They were located at Circulation, Refer-

ence, Reserves and other vital areas. 

 As students approached the Main 

Reading Room, they were invited to spin 

a colorful wheel where they could win 

pens and pencils inscribed with the           

Library’s logo; a combination                  

whistle/flashlight/ keychain; bookmarks; 

and books from the Library’s new 

“Muslim Journeys Bookshelf” collection.  

  In addition, students were invited to 

test their luck as well as their library 

knowledge.  Ten students took part in the 

“Find A Book, Get a Chance to Win a 

Stapler!” contest.  Participants were given 

a slip of paper printed with the name and 

call number of a book. Students who 

could locate the item without any help 

from a librarian were eligible to win 

mugs or staplers.          

 To participate in the second contest, a 

raffle, students were asked to fill out a 

brief questionnaire testing out their 

knowledge of the Library. The questions 

included:  “How many Group Study 

Rooms does the Library have?” and “To 

register for a Library workshop, which 

user ID and password do you use?”    

 Thanks to the generosity of several 

local area businesses who agreed to serve 

as co-sponsors, attendees also had the 

opportunity to win a variety of interesting 

and unique prizes this year: 

 Four students received free gift cards 

to Giovanni’s Restaurant 

 Four students received free meals 

from the Great Wall Chinese               

Restaurant  

 Gift cards to the Strand Bookstore 

located near Union Square. 

By 2 p.m., eighteen raffle winners were 

announced.  Three hundred students had 

participated in the raffle.     

 “We were gratified by the positive 

response of students to this promotion 

and look forward to doing more,”       

commented Chief Librarian Madeleine 

Ford.  “We believe activities like Student 

Appreciation Day are essential to main-

taining  a positive relationship with our 

valued patrons.”  

—Prof. Jennifer Tang 

A Big “THANK YOU”  TO OUR SPONSORS! 
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New Faces at Hostos Library:  

Haruko, Jorge and Louis 

“T he library was my door 
to the outside world,” 

Haruko Yamauchi said of her 
pre-Internet age childhood, 
growing up in a small South-
western Ohio college town 
where there was no public 
transportation, only corn and 
soybean fields.  She found 
inspiration in the chance to 
draw, write stories, and sing  
at her elementary school, a 
progressive lab school run by 
the state university. “There, I 
was encouraged to be creative 
and to work independently,” 
she said.        
 As a high school student, 
she loved the college library.  “I read everything – about lan-
guage, religion, politics, and culture, just for the sheer joy of 
discovery,” she said. A voracious reader, she cites novelist 
James Baldwin as a major influence.  “Reading him changed 
the way I understood our country's history, the nature of insti-
tutional racism, and the power of the written word.” Among 
her favorite books are The Hours by Michael Cunningham, In 
the Skin of a Lion by Michael Ondaatje, and The Autobiog-
raphy of Red by Anne Carson.  “I also highly recommend 
Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, it’s 
astoundingly good,” she said.        
 Haruko became a member of the Hostos family on Sept. 
12, 2014 after working in arts education in NYC public 
schools for many years. As the library's liaison to bridge-to-
college programs, she works with faculty and students in 
programs such as as CLIP, CUNY Start, Early College, and 
College Now, which are aimed at a helping a broad range of 
students. The first two provide intensive, 25-hour per week 
classes and support to help prepare students before they take 
credit-bearing courses, while the second two offer high 
school students the opportunity to take college classes.  
 “Hostos has always had a mission of increasing access to 
education, and I think these programs are excellent examples 
of how we do that,” she asserted.  She collaborates with pro-
gram instructors and focuses on research skills students need 
to develop.  “My biggest overall priorities are getting               
students to think critically about the information they find, 
make sense of what others have discovered and figure out 
how to add their own voice to the academic conversation, and 
to understand that research is not about looking up facts to 
fill in blanks.”               
 Providing ongoing support to individual students is a 
challenge, she adds, given that she often doesn’t get to see 
students more than once in a workshop.  Another challenge is 
that research skills and strategies take time to master and are 
not easily covered in one hour's introduction.    
 However, she looks forward to collaborating more with 
instructors and partnering with them on creating longer, more 
in-depth assignments that deepen students’ research skills. 

She also hopes that “among other opportunities at Hostos, 
students use the library to wander, browse, and stumble upon 
ideas and literature that are not required for any course, but 
that excite and engage them and open their minds to new 
ideas."  

 

J orge was born in Miami but grew up between the San Juan 
metro area in Puerto Rico and Northern Virginia. After 

graduating from high school, he moved to NYC to attend 
Hunter College 
in the early 
90’s and            
finally called it 
home. 
“Migrating to 
the United 
States as a 
youngster had 
a tremendous 
impact on my 
later life,” he 
said. He was 
exposed to 
various immi-
grant commu-
nities in the 
Washington, D.C. area- Africa, Asia and  Latin America 
along with the African-American community.  “This             
experience contrasted starkly with my family background in 
Puerto Rico and has marked my personal development until 
today,” he said.             
 Among his favorite books are Felices Días, Tío Sergio by 
Magali Garcia Ramis (Puerto Rican novel), Blindness by 
Jose Saramago, Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe and 
Paradise by Toni Morrison.         
 As a substitute faculty librarian, Jorge enjoys providing 
Reference services to students. “While most of my past     
experience has been in smaller library settings, I’ve been   
both a student and employee at other CUNY colleges for 
many years, plus I speak Spanish fluently. This allows me to 
understand the needs of our student population at Hostos,”   
he says. He emphasizes the importance of helping first-time 
users of the library feel comfortable rather than intimidated. 
His academic specialty is in Latin American and Africana 
Studies.                 
 He believes students can succeed through self-
awareness. “They need to look at themselves and make sure 
they are at a point in their lives where they are motivated and 
prepared to handle the workload,” he said. “This means 
spending lots of solitary time reading and writing while     
giving up many weekends. Such an attitude is essential for 
success in any college environment.”       
 Jorge looks forward to advancing his academic library 
career, hopefully at Hostos or at one of the other CUNY    
colleges.           

     (Continued on the next page) 

Haruko Yamauchi 

Jorge Matos Valldejuli 
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 A  native of Chicago, Prof. 
Muñoz likes to joke that 

he grew up in three different 
countries: the U.S., Puerto 
Rico, and New Jersey. “I 
guess you can call me a 
“Jersey-Rican,” he says. His 
hardworking father worked 
two or three jobs to support 
his family. “As tired as he 
was, he still found time to 
take us to museums and other 
cultural sites, which helped 
me develop a lifelong interest 
in history and the arts.”  
 After his parents divorced, 
his mother became a single 
parent on welfare raising three 
children, including one se-
verely-ill Special Needs 
child. Later, she attended 
community college and re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree, 
all while working full time 
and raising a grandchild. Now 
she’s a Head Start administra-
tor and finishing a Master’s in 
Public Administration.  
 “Mi mama continues to 
inspire and influence me,” 
Louis says.      
 He read To Kill a Mock-
ingbird as an eight year old 
and it remains one of his fa-

vorite books. “It helped me 
see a world outside of Chica-
go and Puerto Rico and com-
pletely changed the course of 
my life.”      
 Some of his other libros 
favoritos are She’s Come Un-
done by Wally Lamb; Toni 
Morrison’s Song of Solomon; 
and Cuando Era Puertorrique-
ña, by Esmeralda Santia-
go. He also likes to read histo-
ry books by Doris Kearns 
Goodwin and David 
McCullough.    
 As a bilingual Reference 
and Instruction librarian,  

Louis assists     
students at the 
Reference desk 
with their research 
assignments and 
helps develop new 
workshops, tutori-
als, libguides 
(subject guides), 
and other method-
ologies to help 
students overcome 
some of the obsta-
cles they face. 

“To help ESL 
students and those 

unprepared for college strive 
and succeed, (fellow new li-
brarian) Jorge Matos and I 
launched a new workshop in 
Spanish, ¡Conoce Tu Bibliote-
ca! that will acquaint them 
with the library’s resources 
and the ways in which we can 
help them succeed. We hope 
to develop other workshops 
and instructional materials for 
these and other students in the 
coming months.”   
 Before coming to Hostos, 
Louis worked at Brooklyn 
Public Library for eight years, 
six of them at the Central  
Library’s Multilingual Center, 

where he picked up a lot of 
valuable teaching experience 
conducting classes for immi-
grants and others.   
 “At Brooklyn Public, I 
served everyone from children 
to teenagers to adults to sen-
iors,” he recalls. Shifting 
gears from public librarian-
ship to academic took some 
adjustments. “I’m really en-
joying my work with students 
and I look forward to working 
with faculty on course-related 
subject guides and classes. 
Afortunadamente, I have a 
great set of colleagues helping 
me out.” Louis is also work-
ing towards a second Master’s 
and plans to someday pursue a 
Ph.D.       
 To encourage students, 
Louis likes to say: “If I can 
make it, so can you! No one’s 
going to just hand things to 
you, but if you “dare to 
dream,” we have some great 
people here at Hostos ready 
and very willing to help you 
realize your goals. Good luck, 
¡Buena suerte!” 

 

  —Prof. Jennifer Tang 

T he Hostos Library        

Archives is sad to say 

goodbye to NYU student and 

METRO Innovative Internship 

recipient Emily Kramer, who 

was awarded a competitive 

paid internship to work with 

Archivist and Instruction    

librarian William Casari in the 

Library’s Archives for Spring 

2014.         

 Emily worked with Prof. 

Casari on many tasks:             

identifying items for inclusion, 

doing research for the arts 

 center, preparing and       

setting up materials for       

library exhibits and digitizing 

items for the Archives. She is         

currently a student at New 

York University pursuing a 

graduate degree in archives 

and public history.     

 The Metropolitan New 

York Library Council 

(METRO) provided the            

funding for the internship               

along with support from 

Chief Librarian Madeline 

Ford. 

—Prof. William Casari 

Louis Muñoz Jr. 

The Archives Thanks and Says Goodbye to METRO Intern Emily Kramer  



 Editor-in-Chief 

 Prof. Jennifer Tang 

  

 Website:      

 http://commons.hostos.cuny.edu/library/ 

 

      Address: 

     Hostos Community College Library 

     475 Grand Concourse 

     Bronx, NY 10451 

      

     General info/Circulation: (718) 518 4222 

     Reference:  (718) 518 4215 

     Reserves:   (718) 518 4224  

 

 

Library Hours  

INTERSESSION 

Wed May 28 - Tues June 3 (9am-5pm) 

 

SUMMER HOURS 

Mon-Thurs 9am-8pm 

Fri 9am-5pm** 

Sat and Sun closed 

**NOTE: The library will be closed on these        

Fridays: June 27, July 4, 11, 18, 25 and August 1 

and 8** 

This schedule is subject to change—please check 

the Hostos library web site for the latest                     

updates** 

 

 

Winter/Spring 2014  

   Please friend us on and follow us on  


