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This document has been written to report on my professional development 
experience of learning how to use an iPad as an instructional tool in the classroom. My 
participation in the Hostos Community College Educational Technology (EdTech) iPad 
Initiative has provided me with the necessary skills to teach students majoring in Early 
Childhood Education and enrolled in my Language Arts for Young Children course to be 
offered next spring on a variety of software to be used on the iPad in teaching language 
arts topics to children in Kindergarten through 5th grade classrooms. 

 
To gain insight into why the iPad professional development was useful for me, it 

is important to note that the Progressive Philosophy of Education informs my 
instructional practice in the academy. Moreover, this philosophy complements the view 
of the modern dialogue and practice of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 
(SoTL). Using this progressivist framework, my role is to serve as facilitator of student 
learning showing the learner that their needs, interests, and experiences are valued and 
included in the learning process. My role is also designed to encourage learners to 
participate in experiential education related to their academic content area. Learning 
centers, cooperative learning, and student-led and initiated discussion are resources 
that are part of the Progressive Philosophy. Other methods employed by this philosophy 
are effective in engaging students in projects, scientific or experimental methods, 
simulations, group investigation, and development of portfolios, etc. I believe that using 
the iPad as an instructional tool will be valuable to my students in teaching language 
arts to young children. Thus, to effectively share how to use the iPad as an instructional 
tool to my students, I needed professional development in this area. 

 
EdTech facilitated faculty professional development by offering workshops for 

faculty members to discuss the purpose of using iPads to enhance the teaching and 
learning experiences in the classroom. The capacity-building process consisted of 
conducting research of appropriate software programs that could be used on the iPad 
for classroom use, participation in an individualized session to learn how to install 
software programs on the iPad, choosing specific software to illumine classroom 
instruction, and infusing the use of the iPad technology as part of the overall planning of 
instructional strategies to be implemented in lesson plans and outlined on the syllabus. 
The chart (printed on the next page) reflects my plan for use of the iPad in an EDU 104 
– Language Arts for Young Children course that I will teach during the Spring (2017) 
term. The course is designated as a Writing Intensive course. 

 
Specifically, a student-centered team-based learning exercise will initiate the 

lessons indicated in the chart. Each lesson will continue with the distribution of iPads to 
students with instruction on how to use the software loaded on the iPad. The software 
will be used to better illustrate the lesson for the day. Students will then have an 
opportunity to practice using the software, and will be urged to determine how they will 
use the iPad to teach a lesson to children on the topic of the day. Students will then 
assess whether they think use of the iPad with the software explored will enhance 
children’s learning of a topic and why. 
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Date Topic Objective Software 
Application 

Activity Focus 

2/23/17 Assessing 
Children’s 
Literacy 
Development 

Students will be able to 
identify two Common 
Core State Standards 
(CCSS) focused on 
teaching grammar. 
Students will be able to 
identify the appropriate 
grammar in five 
sentences. 

CCSS  
 

Identification of the 
appropriate Common 
Core State Standards 
for literacy 
development  

3/2/17 Cracking the 
Alphabetic 
Code 

Students will be able to 
sound out 10 words. 

Fry Words 
Fry Words-
Games 

Phonemic Awareness 

3/9/17 Learning to 
Spell 

Students will be able to 
spell 10 words 
accurately, and 
recognize five other 
words at first sight. 

Sight Words/ 
Spelling 
 

Vocabulary 
Development 

3/16/17 Developing 
Fluent Readers 
and Writers 

Students will be able to 
use accurately five 
marks used in preparing 
a Running Record. 

Running 
Record 
(Record of 
Reading – 
Clemson 
University 

Assessing Reading 
Levels of Students 

3/23/17 Building 
Children’s 
Word 
Knowledge 

Students will be able to 
recognize and read five 
words in a row 
accurately.  

Fry Words 
Fry Words-
Games 

Word Recognition  

 
Assessment of the iPad Capacity Building 
 
Completion of the iPad professional development initiative was enjoyable because using 
the software identified to amplify the understanding for children of the various topics 
was fun. Initially, I had a difficult time navigating on the iPad, but after some practice 
with the actual software, it became easier. It did take quite some time to identify the 
appropriate software programs I preferred. However, once the software was identified, 
it was easy to determine the objectives appropriate to use the iPad in conjunction with 
specific topics. I look forward to implementation of the next phase of this initiative, 
which will involve using the iPad tool to teach my students how to use the tool to teach 
the children in K-5th grade classrooms. Furthermore, I have been inspired after the 
collaborative iPad meeting of December 7, 2016, to customize some lessons using the 
Nearpod software application. 


