
Resume of my experience with the iPad 

 

Let me say upfront that I do not think I used my iPad to its full potential.  I think that knowledge 

of the interface software to bring iPad content to the students would have helped me to use it 

better.  At our last meeting Kate introduced some of the programs she has experience with and 

I wish I had known of them a few months ago.  Had I searched more I might have found them 

on my own; still I think that a list of those programs would be helpful to the novice. 

Here is a list of the apps I did find and how I used them: 

Online Etymol.: I find it useful to make my students aware of as many cognates as 

possible.  Showing them the links to the common root (Latin) often stimulates them to 

find the cognates in English on their own.  The words they do this with are retained. 

24/7 FR lite: this app has puzzles, exercises, multiple choice and study lists.  I was not 

successful in trying to get the students to look at it at home, in the subway, etc.  The 

book we use has a site with similar content and they are not very enthusiastic about 

that either.  If I could project some content to a screen or to their smartphones I would 

perhaps have had better luck.  

Presentarsi: this is similar to the app for French above but is for Italian.  There is a video 

course for Italian and good links to interesting content, but again I didn’t find a good 

way of disseminating it in class. 

Nearpod:  I created an account and explored the content available from them.  There is 

not much available in foreign languages and they seemed more geared to a high school 

audience.  The little content I created took much more time than the same preparation 

for a f2f class and so I didn’t persist. 

All that said I still think the iPad has a lot of potential.  The key I think is to find the best means of getting 

content disseminated to the class, either by: 

1. Projecting content to a screen all can see 

2. Transferring content from iPad to smartphone 

Number two was the promise made by Nearpod: a user might need considerable time to get it to work. 

Last word: the apps introduced by Kate Lyons: Brainscape and ShowMe is where I’d go next.  Both 

require setting up an account. 

 


