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Hostos iPad Initiative: Final Report 

We most often used the iPad for  ESL classes and history tutoring sessions in the following 

ways: 

 to look up definitions in a dictionary during class or for the creation of assignments 

(dictionary app) 

 to look up any information related to lesson plans while teaching and during tutoring 

sessions (History Channel, grammar app, WikiNodes, Google Earth) 

 to share news events with my students during class (NY1, CNN, Youtube) 

 to share music or short videos with  students (Youtube) 

As the above list shows, we mostly used the iPad as a reference tool inside and outside of the 

classroom. This has proven to be quite helpful; for example, in an ESL 16 class, the students 

were reading a difficult-to-imagine description of the architecture of the main branch of the 

public library in Chicago. By providing images of the building, students could easily understand 

the highly abstract description. 

 Wikinodes is a research application that gives users the ability to visually map out Wikipedia 

articles into an idea web of related articles. Although Wikipedia itself is not considered a 

scholarly source, it is an extremely dynamic and useful primer for virtually any topic. This 

application is especially useful for students who find themselves treating unfamiliar topics as it 

instantly presents a topic within a "bigger picture," generating related topics that can help 



students expand their ideas. As a research tool Wikinodes offers a perfect "stepping stone" in the 

research process to better understand the material in a visually organized and broad 

interconnected style. Additionally, it allows the user to organize, save and store information in 

various ways. Google Earth helps students to put places that they are reading about “on the 

map.” Different news programs such as CNN and BBC can provide very different perspectives 

on the same event, which supports students’ critical thinking. 

World War II interactive is an app which contains a wealth of information on virtually every 

stage of the war divided into a visually pleasing timeline format. The application would serve as 

an excellent review of essential World War II history. The content of this app is terrific in its 

depth and scope. The application’s interactivity and embedded media links help bring the period 

to life with relevant communicative images and film from the period. All in all, the application 

presents academic information in an easy to read picture book style making for an efficient and 

more palatable approach to history. 

We enjoyed using the  iPad because we had so much information literally at our fingertips and 

were able to answer even the  most obscure questions that students asked. This being said, we 

think that we could have used other electronic devices such as a computer in a smartroom, a 

laptop or a smartphone to achieve the same goals although the iPad is easier to transport than a 

laptop and more comfortable to use than a smartphone. 

 

 


