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The I-pad may be the first truly "personal computer."  Its beauty is its ability to 
give the user access to knowledge wherever the user happens to be. In part, 
this is because many applications have various levels of utility whether or not 
an internet connection is possible. It was with this in mind that we began the I-
pad Pilot Project.  
 
As scholars, much of what we do for our students involves providing guidance 
on where they can access "scholarly" knowledge, a task made even more 
relevant in the face of the plethora of misinformation so easily available on the 
web. We hoped to provide our students with a compendium of applications 
connected to the literature and the history of the Black American that met the 
rigors of knowledge found in peer reviewed resources. We also sought out 
applications that provided timely and scholarly responses to current issues like 
the crisis in Black Male identity that many scholars see as one of the most 
pressing issues Black Americans now face. In addition, we were interested in 
locating the contemporary responses to the 150th Emancipation Proclamation, 
the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights Movement, and the reelection of the first 
Black president. 
 
We met with limited success in this endeavor, especially in relation to Black 
males. While we were able to find applications connected to the music, 
literature and history of the Black American incorporated in sites such as The 
Smithsonian, the knowledge provided was often encyclopedic. While we were 
able to find applications that addressed current issues, too few of them rose to 
the level of intellectual rigor found in journals.  In both cases, we were 
surprised to find so few applications dedicated to scholarly research on and 
discussion of Black Americans, but we have provided  a warehouse containing 
those few that we felt could be of use to our students.  We also found that the 
usefulness of these applications to students researching and writing would be 
severely limited when they did not have simultaneous access to a computer. 
 
We believe the needs of our students would be more effectively met in 
developing a single application modeled on the application for Blackboard that 
allowed students to easily access and navigate the library database. It would 
need to be designed with a tablet user rather than a personal computer in 
mind. It would need some ability to store and retrieve information when an 
internet connection is not available since many of our students will be using 
their i-pads when in transit or at home without access to an internet 
connection.  The application should also include interactivity with a tablet word 
processing application so that our students can truly use the tablet as their 
primary research and writing device without have to transfer knowledge 
between devices. This will be especially important since the tablet may not 



simply be the only, rather than supplemental, computing device for many of 
our students.  
 
IPAD APPLICATIONS 
http://www.history.com/interactives/black-history-timeline 
Black History Milestones, timeline and other media 
 
http://www.theroot.com/ 
The Root – Washington Post 
 
http://www.museums2go.com/tag/a-story-like-no-other/ 
Louisiana’s African American Heritage Trail: A Story Like No Other  
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/07/30/african-american-books-black-
books_n_1720905.html 
20 BOOKS – AFRICAN AMERICANS 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/07/03/50-books-that-every-african-
american-should-read_n_1647614.html 
50 BOOKS – AFRICAN AMERICANS 
 
http://androidapp.lisisoft.com/android-apps/african-american-literature.html 
ANDROID APPS FOR AF AM LIT 
 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/926640/African-American-
literature 
ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA – AF AM LIT 
 


