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What are your classroom goals in working with the iPads? 
 
1.  My goals for working with iPads in the classroom include: 
 

• fostering curiosity and encouraging student-centered enrichment based on 
personal experience and interest; 

• providing instant access to relevant sites with the students controlling the flow of 
information; 

• enhancing the hybrid experience even during the face-to-face sessions; and 
• eliminating the bulky cart at the front of the room 

 
How are you planning to use iPads in the classroom? 
 
We plan to use the iPad, since we are the only ones with one and are responsible for the safety of 
the device, as a demonstration model.  Once they are available on a cart or stationed in the      
classroom, we plan to use them during group work, individual review or enrichment, and 
student-led presentations or discussions.  The iPad will also be a valuable tool during student 
evaluations because it allows for a presentation to be recorded, replayed for assessment and 
editing, and rerecorded for grading. 
 
2.  Are you replacing/enhancing/adding a learning module to incorporate the use of iPads? 

Although we did demonstrate how to include technology in both a math and science class and a 
social-studies class in one of my courses through the use of an iPad, we are not planning to 
replace a learning module at this time; we do plan to enhance most of them through the instant-
access to relevant sites and information.  When iPads become available in sets so that they can be 
used by more than one person or group at a time, we will review my learning modules to include 
ones specifically written with this resource in mind.  

       
 3.  What pedagogical benefits have you found? 

The main pedagogical benefit for the class as a whole is the incorporation into the class of 
information that is colorful and engaging.  This may be more up-to-date than the textbook, and it 
is open-ended and broad because different aspects of a topic can be investigated as opposed to 
the limitations of the printed page.  The use of this technology also is useful in demonstrating to    
students how a concept may be taught to young children. 

       



 A greater benefit, though, is that the iPad as an educational resource meets the learning-style 
 needs of many, if not all, students.  It allows: 

• visual students to view print, pictures, graphs, charts, and illustrations; 
• auditory students to hear information or to listen to background sounds; 
• tactual students to manipulate the discovery of the information manually; 
• global processers to investigate the purpose for learning a topic or to find a relevant 

anecdote; 
• analytic learners to follow sequential directions to complete work; 
• students to work in the preferred sociological setting (alone, in a pair, in a group or team, 

or with the professor); 
• students preferring variety to find just different types of information or formats for their 

work through a various of web-based sources; 
• less- or more-persistent students to adjust strategies and pacing of a task to suit their 

needs; 
• reflective learners to take enough time to digest information or to revisit as often as 

necessary; 
• impulsive learners to make rapid choices as to which sites to visit or how long to remain 

on one before completing an assignment;  
• immediate feedback for students needing an authoritative presence; and, 
• for the meeting of more than one learning-style strength through a single resource. 

4.  What technical problems do you foresee? 

The typical problem with Internet service possibly being slow or interrupted would, we believe, 
be the most common.  There may be students who forget log-in information or who have limited 
Web-surfing skills. 
 
Other technical problems may be based on a lack of training in the correct way to use the iPad, 
particularly how to record, how to save and retrieve, and how to take care of the device.  This 
can be eliminated through a workshop early in the semester (perhaps taken on the iPad in class). 
 
We are also concerned about the delicacy of the machine; we do not think the snap-on cover 
gives enough protection from sharp edges and being dropped in a crowded classroom.  Due to its 
size, it is also easily stolen.  
 
5.  What pros and cons did your class find during the pilot? 
 
The biggest impediment was that we each only had one iPad, which was hard for everyone to see 
because the class is crowded.  Also, I was not comfortable passing it around for that very same 
reason.   
 
The best pro was that it was fast and very convenient.  Everything happened when we wanted it 
to happen, unlike the projector-laptop combination in the room that is sluggish and cumbersome.  
It fit in our purse so it could be accessed very easily.  The iPad weighs less than a laptop and a 
textbook; we didn’t have to be concerned about having too much to carry back to my office 



when I wanted to bring it to class and had to collect work from the students.  Even in Smart 
rooms, an iPad is still a useful tool as it can be accessed from a student’s seat. 
 
Another wonderful use for the iPad, especially in education courses, is that it gave an 
opportunity for a real-life demonstration of how easy it is to locate resources (in this case, apps), 
available to use in their future classrooms as teachers.  In EDU 105, for example, Hostos 
students saw apps for teaching map-skills, current events, weather, and timelines that are 
available free of charge and are fun for youngsters to use.   
 
We also used the iPad for small-group conferencing.  It allows for students’ work to be reviewed 
with immediate real-time feedback.  It also allows the professor to provide on-the-spot 
remediation for small groups of students who need additional time on a topic. 
 
Even though this last question is not addressing the use of the iPad outside of the classroom, it is 
relevant.  Many times professors sit on multiple committees where notes, minutes, etc. can 
become a nuisance as a person tries to organize all the information.  Using an iPad as opposed to 
pen and paper is more efficient and effective as everything is in one place, easily accessible, and 
conveniently stored in specifically labeled files.  Within a course, it also helps to make notes for 
continuing a discussion during the next class, sharing information with another section of the 
same course, and updating records such as changing attendance from absent to late instantly. 
 
6.  Final Recommendation 
 
Our recommendation is to create carts with iPads to be used in-class the way the Computers-on-
Wheels (COWs) are and to perhaps permanently install a locked cart with iPads in the rooms 
without any other technology.   
 
We also strongly recommend that each professor have the use of an iPad during his/her 
employment at Hostos as both a teaching resource and an administrative tool. 


