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In	Spring	2013	

EdTech	took	

the	lead	with	2	

new	events		

that	brought		

faculty/innovators	

together	to	share	

ideas	and	successes	-		

Celebration of  

Innovation and		

Bronx EdTech Showcase.

    

           Events
EdTech 2013

www.hostos.cuny.edu/edtech
Office of Academic Affairs                 



	To	find	out	exact	times	of	the	workshops,	and	to	register,	go	to:			
http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/edtech/for-faculty/workshops/

Blackboard	Essentials
Sep	12	-	3:30pm		
Sep	25	-	3:30pm	

Blackboard	Grade	
Center	

Sep	19	-	3:30pm	
Oct	2	-	3:30pm		

Web	2.0	
Oct	31	-	3:30pm

WORKSHOPS
																										Fall

EdTech	invites	you	to	participate	in	a	series	of	work-

shops	aimed	to	help	you	take	full	advantage	of	tech-

nology	tools	and	strategies	to	enhance	teaching	and	

learning.	These	workshops	are	centered		on	experi-

ences	acquired	through	the	use	of	different	technol-

ogies	in	the	classroom,	and	will	demonstrate	the	pros	

and	the	cons	when	used	in	the	educational	setting.

All	 sessions	 will	 be	 held	 in	 the	 Faculty	 Commons	 	

(C-559)	 	 except	 some	 Smart	 Board	 Essentials	work-

shops,	which	 are	posted	on	 the	online	 registration	

page.

Collaborate
	Oct	10									-							3:30	pm

Course	Copy	and	File	
Management	
Nov	7	-	3:30pm

Grade	Center		
Advanced

Sep	11	-	11:00am	
Sep	12	-	3:30pm

Assessment	Tools
Nov	7	-	3:30pm

Blogs	and	Wikis
Oct	24	-	3:30pm

Blackboard		
Collaborate
Nov	14	-	3:30pm

CUNYFirst	-	Faculty	
Center	

Sep	10	-	3:30pm

ePortfolio
Nov	21	-	3:30pm

Improve	Your	Course	
Look

Oct	10	-	3:30pm

Smart	Board
Sep	18	-	3:30pm	
Nov	15	-	3:30pm
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Being	one	of	the	first	to	try	a	new	
technology	often	means	taking	a	risk.	The	first	ones	to	
try	a	new	teaching	practice	aren’t	basing	their	experi-
ences	on	already	established	best-practices.	They’re	the	
ones	taking	the	first	stabs	at	developing	new	practices	
or	re-imagining	an	idea.	At	Hostos,	we	took	a	moment	
to	celebrate	the	faculty	on	campus	who	were	willing	to	
try	something	new.		EdTech	and	the	Center	for	Teaching	
and	Learning	celebrated	our	campus	technology	inno-
vators	with	a	lunch	and	time	to	talk.

EdTech	and	CTL	are	planning	to	make	this	a	regular	event.	We	have	faculty	mem-
bers	on	campus	who’ve	been	integrating	online	resources	into	their	teaching	for	
over	a	decade,	some	have	been	teaching	online	(either	hybrid	or	fully	asynchro-
nous	courses)	for	nearly	as	long.	Others	are	using	mobile	technology	and	ePortfo-
lios	on	campus.	We	at	EdTech	recognize	the	expertise	and	innovation	that’s	hap-
pening	right	here	on	this	campus,	and	we	hope	to	both	celebrate	these	faculty	
members	and	learn	from	them.

CELEBRATION	
OF	TECHNOLOGY

Faculty	who	were	part	of	the	Hybrid,	 iPad	
and/or	ePortfolio	initiatives,	and	members	
of	the	Educational	Technology	Leadership	
Council	(ETLC)	were	especially	encouraged	
to	attend,	but	anyone	on	campus	who	was	
excited	about	using	technology	to	improve	
their	teaching	(or	improve	any	interactions	
with	 students),	 was	 welcome	 to	 join	 the	
celebration.		Over	fifty	faculty	members	at-
tended,	all	enthusiastic	about	 their	use	of	
technology	and	excited	to	hear	what	oth-
ers	were	doing.	

by	Kate	Lyons
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IPad

Two cohorts  totalling 46 faculty 
members have participated in the 
iPad Pilot Initiative since it was 
launched in Fall 2012.  
This initiative provided Faculty an 
opportunity to: 

•  Research what advantages and 
disadvantages iPads offer to 
teaching and learning

•  Identify what apps are available 
in their field, and how using them 
in the classroom will impact the 
teaching curriculum

•  Reflect about the impact of mobile 
learning on student learning

This faculty-driven initiative was 
designed to encourage faculty 
members to work in teams and 
engage in group discussions. Al-
though some funding to buy apps 
was provided, for the most part 
the tendency throughout the two 
cohorts was to find free apps.
The outcomes from this initiative 
are remarkable, especially because 

purpose is to bring the classroom 
to life with interactive mobile 
presentations created and custom-
ized by teachers.  Some attractive 
benefits of this app are: allows for 
synchronized content viewing, is 
highly interactive, and engages stu-
dents through active participation 
(more info: http://www.nearpod.
com/how-it-works).  
Mobile learning postures as a 
promising solution to better con-
nect with students; and with the 
assistance of new and better mobile 
platforms, new opportunities are 
on the horizon to allow students 

to interact with content, commu-
nicate/collaborate with classmates 
and teachers, and access content 
anywhere and at anytime.  One 
of the imperative goals of any 
academic institution is to increase 
learner engagement, and the adop-
tion of mobile learning opens a 
door of possibilities and challenges.  
With that in mind, the goal of the 
iPad Pilot Initiative is to engage 
into these conversations, and ex-
plore how the integration of mobile 
learning (in this case iPads) into 
teaching and learning changes stu-
dent engagement and performance.  
Results of this pilot will be pub-
lished in a future edition of the 
EdTech Innovations Newsletter.  
To learn more about this initiative 
visit:  
 
 

http://oit.hostos.cuny.edu/
ipadpilotinitiative

“This faculty driven initiative was designed to encourage faculty 
members to work in teams and engage in group discussions”

some of these were not planned:
•  From the individual point of view, 

this initiative was a catalyst for 
technology adoption and produc-
tivity improvement. 

•  From the academic point of view, 
it provided a space to reflect about 
current teaching approach and an 
opportunity to enhance pedagogy 
and increase student engagement.

•  From the institutional point of 
view, it is helping the Admin-
istration to make an informed 
decision with respect to acquiring 
the appropriate mobile learning 
resources.

The next phase of this initiative 
starts in Spring 2014, where a 
small number of faculty members 
will participate in a classroom 
pilot. IPad carts will be available 
to faculty and students through-
out the semester, and iPads will be 
equipped with apps identified by 
the participating faculty, as well 
as other apps such as Blackboard 
Mobile, Nearpod, and Socrative.  
Given its features and high inter-
activity, Nearpod will be explored 
during this pilot.
Nearpod is an easy-to-use app, its 

by	Carlos	Guevara

Pilot  I nit iative
EXPLORING	WAYS	TO	INCREASE	LEARNER	ENGAGEMENT
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BACKUP	
AND	
ARCHIVE

faculty archive their courses at the 
end of each semester.  Also depart-
ments should consider establishing 
the practice of archiving all their 
courses when the semester ends.  
There are many advantages for 
faculty archiving their own courses 
including:

•  When CUNY purges and 
archives the courses of a 
particular semester you have 
a copy at hand, with all its 
content and student work.

•  As backup if the course gets 
corrupted.  

•  The instructor can remove 
the old course from his/her 
My Courses, making the 
Blackboard Home Tab a  little 
more manageable.

The tools for Export/Archive 
course are located in the Control 
Panel under Packages and Utili-
ties.  If you are going to archive a 
course, first use the Move Files to 
Course Files, also located under 
Packages and Utilities.   For guid-
ance on backing up your Black-
board courses, please visit or set 
up an appointment with an EdTech 
staff member.  Toaccess tutorials on 
this and other Blackboard features 
go to:  
 

http://www.cuny.edu/blackboard

your	Blackboard	courses

As a campus Blackboard adminis-
trator I am occasionally asked by 
instructors to recover old Black-
board course sections that have dis-
appeared from their “My Courses” 
due to the CUNY CIS-managed 
process of purging and archiving 
old courses.  CUNY usually sets a 
date for when a semester’s courses 
are archived, and when that date 
arrives the courses are no longer 
available in the Blackboard Home 
tab and they, along with their 
content, student work and Grade 
Center entries go into storage.  If 
an instructor wishes to recover an 
archived course then he/she needs 

to make a request to EdTech, which 
passes the request on to CUNY 
CIS.  A new section is then cre-
ated in the instructor’s My Courses 
with content from the old archived 
course.  Usually this process takes 
1-2 days.
Faculty can and should periodically 
perform their own course back-
up.  There are basically two kinds 
of back-up: Export and Archive. 
Export stores the instructor’s 
course content and settings into a 
.zip package file.  The .zip file can 
then be used to load content into a 
different section of the same course 

using the Import Package tool in 
the Control Panel.   So Export is 
a good way to store a course and 
reload it into a new section each 
semester.  Also, exporting a course 
is one of the best ways for different 
faculty to “share” course content 
between their courses, because a 
normal Course Copy cannot be per-
formed between professors teach-
ing different course sections. 
Archiving a course section differs 
from Export in that student records 
at the time of archiving are stored 
with the course.  Enrollment, Grade 
Center, assignments and Safe-
Assignments (both directly entered 

content and uploaded files), dis-
cussion boards and student online 
exams are saved together in the .zip 
file along with the course content. it 
is one of the most convenient ways 
for an instructor to store student re-
cords and coursework.  To recover 
the archived section along with the 
student work the instructor needs to 
ask EdTech to create a course shell 
in Blackboard.  Once that’s done 
the instructor can import the pack-
age into the shell using the Import 
Package tool in the Control Panel.

It’s highly recommended that 

“It’s highly recommended that faculty archive their courses at the 
 end of each semester”

by	George	Rosa
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1.	Export/Archive	

Riorrovi	delen

In	the	Control	Panel,	
go	to	Packages	and	Utilities	>	Export/Archive	Course

BACKUP	AND	
ARCHIVE

your	Blackboard	courses

HOW-TO

2.	Export/Archive	

3.	Export	Course 4.	Archive	Course

You	have	the	option	to	Export	or	Archive

...options	are	similar	to	Course	Copy ...packs	the	entire	course	content,	in-
cluding	enrollment	and	student	work	
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Apps For Education

Any technology tool that helps the 
transition of knowledge to happen 
is embraced by its simplicity and 
geared towards the cyclical goal of 
teaching and learning.
IPads, iPods and iPhones are 
devices which can allow you to 
achieve almost any idea you may 
have in terms of technology. You 
may certainly watch videos, listen 
to music, play games, and even play 
piano. Moreover, you may actually 
use your devices as a recorder and 
then share this recording easily 
using two apps, one of them is 
Dropbox (free) and the other one 
is DropVox, which actually costs 
$1.99. DropVox is a simple audio-
recording app that links with and 
uploads M4A recordings directly 
to your Dropbox account. You may 
even email the recording to stu-
dents. After downloading the app, 
you link it to your Dropbox ac-

nology integration and encourage 
student engagement. Below is a list 
of apps I recommend to explore 
and to use them to blend with your 
teaching styles. 

count, hit record, and it automati-
cally uploads the recording. 
People around the world are down-
loading huge numbers of apps, and 
recently the mark of 50 billion apps 
(that is with a “b”) has been broken. 
That is an achievement worth men-
tioning and it is due to the vast se-
lection of applications in the iTunes 
store. Apps give you the power and 
versatility to do more than you ever 
thought possible.
There are apps for everything but of 
course we are interested in the ones 
for education. No Angry Birds  
or Fruit Ninja. The combination of 
iPads and apps can support tech-

App Best Features Limitations
IAnnotate: PDF
PDF reader and Annotation 

app

•  PDF Access through email, websites,  
clouds

•  Can auto sync w cloud storage apps  
(Dropbox, Box)

•  Can create local folders and files
•  Multiple annotation features
•  Writing, highlighting
•  Document viewing/ searching
•  MS Word & PowerPoint readability

•  Auto syncing with cloud storage apps will 
overwrite files

•  No “undo” option for some annotations

•  MS files readability need account

•  Many features-implies long learning curve

•  No screen-sharing

Dropbox:  
Online cloud storage

•  Ease of use - uploading and retrieving 
files

•  Synchronozation between PC, Mac, 
Smartphone, iPads

•  Sharing of files possible

•  Limited free storage

•  $99 annual contract for a 100Gb space

•  Not as effective for collaborative work on a single 
file although version history is maintained.

•  Many features-implies long learning curve

•  No screen-sharing
Slideshark:   
Presentation App

•  Access through email, 
website, and Dropbox

•  Download locally-do not need 
internet connection after that

•  PowerPoint management
•  Slide manager- Hide and 

recorder slides
•  Present with / without notes
•  True to form animations
•  Annotate presentation slide!
•  Timer, Auto play, Delay settings
•  Remote clicker through iPhone
•  Download slideshark app on iPhone
•  Pair through Bluetooth
•  Pointer on iPad
•  Slide sharing

•  Must have internet connection to upload and 
access Powerpoint files to iPad

•  Heavy animations could get slightly jumbled 
at times

•  iPhone remote has no “pointer” device - 
additional device needed

by	Iber	Poma
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Before technology was introduced 
into the classroom communication 
between instructors and students 
was done face-to-face.  If a student 
missed class one day, he or she 
would get the notes or materials 

from a classmate. There was no 
other way to find out what was 
going on.  However, technology as 
a communication tool has revolu-
tionized and created new ways for 
instructors and students to commu-
nicate.  
One of the first communication 
technologies that was introduced 
in the classroom was the radio in 
1923 in penmanship, accounting, 
history and arithmetic lessons ac-
cording to The Center For Digital 
Education.  This was a sort of dis-
tant communication, but still stu-
dents had to be in the classrooms to 
get the message.  This was a new 
way to deliver a lesson or have a 
guest speaker without actually hav-
ing that person be physically pres-
ent in the classroom.  This prob-

ably had a great impact on students 
sitting in such classrooms.
  
Furthermore, the big change in 
communication in the classroom 
came when the Internet was fully 
available in almost all schools in 
the U.S. in 2002 
(A Time Traveler’s 
Journey Through Ed-
ucation Technology).   
The Internet opened 
the portal to whole 
new ways of com-
munication between 
faculty and students.  
Both groups started 

opening 
emails, 
and 
social 
medias sites started 
to grow, get popular 
and spread all over the 
world.   Now we are 
not just talking about a 
particular class com-
munication, but com-
munication way beyond 
the classrooms walls, 
beyond towns or cities 
or even countries.  
Another essential 

communication Another essential 
communication channel that came 
into play was the Learning Man-
agement Systems (LMS).  Besides 
providing accessible content to stu-
dents and faculty on a 24/7, LMSs 
also provide an open and ongoing 
communication channel.  Faculty 
members are able to send class  
messages, homework, provide 
feedback and more at 
 any time from anywhere.  On the 
other side, students  
are able to reply to those messages 
almost immediately in real time 
and from anywhere as well.  Now 
anybody is reachable from almost 
anywhere and any time.

Technology has facilitated stu-
dent’s communication with other 

students by 58%; with their instruc-
tors by 59%; and it keeps them 
aware of what is going on at their 
campuses by 67% according to an 
Undergraduate Students and Tech-
nology report.  More than half of 
the students who participated in the 

report ex-
pressed that 
they would 
like their 
instructors 
to contact 
them face-
to-face or 
using LMS.  
About 45% 
of them 
mentioned 
that they 
would 
like to be 

contacted by email while 43% were 
interested in using text messages 
in this regard (A Time Traveler’s 
Journey Through Education Tech-
nology).  Instructors and students 
can communicate using social 
media sites such as LinkedIn, Twit-
ter, Facebook and others as well all 
from the education point of view.
Without any doubts, technology 
made its way into classrooms to 
improve and enhance communica-
tions between faculty members and 
students.  It invented new accurate 
methods of communications and 
availability of those methods was 
extended to a 24/7, which was not 
imaginable before.  In a nutshell, 
technology improved communica-
tions in the classroom by 100%.
References:
Bachelors Degree Online, www.
edudemic.com/2012/11/students-
us-technology/.

Center for Digital Education, 
http://www.centerdigitaled.com/
news/A-Time-Travelers-Journey-
Through-Education-Technology.
html.

Using  
Technology 
for  
Communication 
in the Classroom

by	Wilfredo	Rodríguez
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Sharing content on Facebook and 
Twitter is becoming firmly en-
trenched in the communications 
and marketing plans of institutions 
of higher education. But there is 
another platform, potentially a 
more creative environment, where 
content goes to thrive. That place is 
Tumblr.
 

Tumblr
Launched in 2007, Tumblr is a 
user-friendly, free-to-use, custom-
izable sharing platform that allows 
users to post text, photos, quotes, 
videos and more. Tumblr has 
shown remarkable growth over the 
past six years. By the end of last 
year, Tumblr was  home to more 
than 86 million blogs. Users report-
edly spend almost as much time on 
Tumblr as they do on Facebook — 
and most users are under the age of 
25 — a perfect age for undergradu-
ate and graduate recruiting.
Tumblr is basically the daddy of 
the micro-blogging scene. It pro-
vides a platform for those updates 
that are too large for Twitter’s 140 
characters, but too small to be 
converted into a full-on WordPress 
blog post. Just like networks such 
as Twitter, Tumblr has the social 
feature of being able to follow and 
receive updates from friends and 
contacts. Being a hosted service 
it’s easy to setup and manage, with 
just a simple sign up screen being 
all you need to complete in order 
to start a site of your own. Despite 
being a hosted service, you don’t 
have to stick with the mysite.
tumblr.com domain, with just a few 
steps you can configure your own 
domain.

The production of information in 
the 21st Century made the share 
links to videos, photos and articles 
an important part of Faculty-Stu-
dent relations, but the challenge is 
to keep them updated with current 
information.
This article will present the easy 
way for sharing different links of a 
topic to a single link.

 
YouTube
YouTube is one of the largest video 

databases on the web and is in 
widespread use among our Hostos 
C.C faculty, but sometimes the 
link to the video does not work or 
updating new content in the topic is 
difficult.
Playlist on YouTube is a single link 
where you could update your vid-
eos and add new ones on the fly.
These are the Instructions of how 
to do it: 
• Create Your YouTube Playlist
• Go to the YouTube home page.
• Click ‘Log In’ if you aren’t 

already identified by the site. If 
you don’t yet have an account, 
click ‘Sign Up’ and register 
before proceeding.

• Find the ‘My’ heading and 
click ‘Playlists.’ A Playlist is 
similar to a Quicklist except 
that a Quicklist is temporary 
and isn’t saved when you close 
your browser. A Playlist can be 
saved, manipulated and shared.

• Select ‘Create Playlist.’
• Write a name, description and 

any tags you’d like to include 
for searching purposes.

• Choose whether you want the 
Playlist to be public or private. 
A private list is shared only 
with other members you desig-
nate.

• Click ‘Save Playlist Info.’
Add as many Playlists as you 
choose.
 

Pinterest
Pinterest is a social network that 
allows you to find, save and share 
interesting images and visual ideas. 
And because it’s a visual service, 
it’s a terrific way to share photos of 
art projects with students.
One of the main benefits for Pinter-
est users is seeing what others have 
bookmarked, so it’s a good idea to 

follow others who actively use the 
platform.
You can create a new “board” on 
Pinterest,  and you decide whether 
only you can pin to it or others can 
contribute as well. In most situa-
tions  a solo board makes the most 
sense. On the other hand, a group 
board offers many interesting pos-
sibilities, such as the following:
•  Collaborating on work projects, 

such as sharing articles that 
offer tips on a specific industry 
or case studies that are relevant 
to the staff

•  Promoting a topic, sharing 
content that is relevant, such as 
statistics on the issue.

When you create a new board in 
Pinterest, you have a “Who can 
pin?” option. To create a group 
board, select Me + Contributors. 
You can add members either by 
their Pinterest member name or 
their e-mail address. If you start 
typing a member name in the text 
box, Pinterest automatically popu-
lates a list of possible matches, 
and you can select the right person 
from the list. Then just click the 
Add button next to the name.
Tumblr

Sharing  
Technology the 
Smart Way 

by	Francisco	Ordóñez
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C559

718	319-7915

Monday	-	Friday		

9:00am	to	5:30pm

edtech@hostos.cuny.edu

	
Wilfredo	Rodríguez	
Coordinator	of	EdTech	
wrodriguez@hostos.cuny.edu	
liason	for:	BSS,	Education,		
Mathematics

	
Carlos	Guevara	
Director	of	EdTech	
cguevara@hostos.cuny.edu	

George	Rosa	
Instructional	Design	Specialist	
grosa@hostos.cuny.edu	
liaison	for:	Business,	English,		
Natural	Sciences,	Writing	Center

Iber	Poma	
Coordinator	of	Student	Services	
ipoma@hostos.cuny.edu	
liaison	for:	Counseling,	Library

We	 support	 the	use	of	 technology	 in	 teaching	
and	 learning.	We	 strive	 to	enhance	 faculty	de-
velopment,	provide	students	with	a	high	level	of	
computer	 literacy,	and	foster	online	education.	
Through	collaboration	with	Academic	Comput-
ing,	we	empower	 faculty,	 	 serve	 students,	 and	
create	a	supportive	environment	for	all	types	of	
learners.	And	we	work	 to	make	 technology	an	
integral	part	of	the	academic	websites	and	de-
velop	a	variety	of	specialty	applications.

	
Francisco	Ordóñez	
Instructional	Design	Specialist	
fordonez@hostos.cuny.edu	
liaison:	Allied	Health,	Humanities,		
Language	and		Cognition,	CLIP

	
Alex	Rosado	
Lab	Assistant	
alrosado@hostos.cuny.edu	

	
Stefania	Cappi	
Lab	Assistant	
scappi@hostos.cuny.edu	

http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/edtech

Faculty	Learning	Commons	(FLC)	Staff	

WHO	WE	ARE

Educational Technology 
Leadership Council



Allied	Health
Prof.	Petal	Leu	Wais	See	
Prof.	Mary	Manning

Education
Prof.	Michael	Gossett	
Prof.	Sherese	Mitchell	

Language	and	Cognition
Prof.	Norma	Llorenz	de	Peña	
Prof.	Mildred	Rabry

Business	
Prof.	George	Cheng

Mathematics	
Prof.	Tanvir	Prince

Counseling	
Mr.	Fabian	Wander

BSS
Prof.	Felipe	Pimentel	
Prof.	Amy	Ramson

Humanities	
Prof.	Catherine	Lewis	-	Cannon

Natural	Sciences	
Prof.	Flor	Henderson

http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/	edtech/about-edtech/	

Educational Technology 
Leadership Council

(ETLC)

Chairperson,	EdTech	Leadership	Council
clyons@hostos.cuny.edu
http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/etlc

Kate	Lyons

English
Prof.	Anne	Lovering	Rounds

Library
Prof.	Kate	Lyons

http://www.hostos.cuny.edu/etlc



Also	 in	 May,	 Jacki	 DiSanto,	 Sandy	
Figueroa,	 Carlos	 Guevara,	 Kate	 	
Lyons	 and	 George	 Rosa	 were	 in-
vited	to	present	at	 the	Blackboard	
Never	 Stop	 Learning	 Tour	 at	 Pace	
University		(please	visit	the	website	
at	 http://events.blackboard.com/
bb-on-tour-nyc).	

During	 the	 Spring	 2013	 semes-
ter	 Hostos	 College	 faculty	 and	 staff	 actively	 pre-
sented	 about	 their	 work	 integrating	 technology	 into	
their	teaching.	Over	20	Hostos	faculty	and	staff	mem-
bers	presented	on	a	variety	of	topics,	including	two	of	
EdTech’s	pilots—the	iPad	pilot	and	the	Hybrid	Initiative,	
at	the	Bronx	EdTech	Showcase	in	May,	at	Lehman	Col-
lege	 (for	more	 information,	visit	 the	conference	web-
site	at	http://bronxtech2013.commons.gc.cuny.edu/).	

In	 July,	 Carlos	 Guevara,	 Kate	 Lyons	 and	 George	
Rosa	presented	with	Embry	Riddle	University	at	Bb	
World,	 a	 national	 conference	 organized	 by	 Black-
board	 Learn	 that	 took	 place	 in	 Las	 Vegas	 (more	
information	 on	 the	 website,	 at	 http://www.black-
board.com/BbWorld/Home.aspx).	We	are	so	proud	
that	our	Educational	Technology	accomplishments	
and	initiatives	are	getting	so	much	attention.

																at												
THE	CONFERENCES

by	Kate	Lyons
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