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Center for Teaching and Learning
Slogan: “Creating better teachers to better serve our students.” 
Mission:
In keeping with Hostos tradition, the Center for Teaching and Learning promotes excellence in teaching and learning with 
innovative pedagogies and state-of-the-art technologies by fostering interdisciplinary and cross-divisional collaborations.

Goals and Objectives:
In order to fulfill its mission, the Center for Teaching and Learning strives to accomplish the following goals and objectives:

•	 Promote	teaching	innovation
•	 Provide	faculty	professional	development	activities
•	 Support	Scholarship	of	Teaching	and	Learning	(SoTL)
•	 Support	curriculum	development	and	revision
•	 Create and disseminate instructional resource materials, including a faculty handbook
•	 Promote	and	showcase	faculty	work	and	research	through	conferences	such	as	CTL	Professional		 	 	
	 Development	Day	(SPA	Day),	Bronx	EdTech	Showcase,	CUE	Conference,	CUNY	IT	Conference	and	others.

Additional	offerings	by	the	Center	for	Teaching	and	Learning	include:

•	 Support	for	student	participation	programs	(honors	programs,	WAC,	Study	Abroad	Program,	etc.)

•	 Collaboration	with	the	Grants	office	to:

	 o	 Propose	strategies	to	support	faculty	engagement	in	grantsmanship
 o Provide	development	support	for	faculty	research	initiatives	(assistance	locating	funding	sources,		 	
	 	 grant	writing	workshops,	etc.)	
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Fulbright	Award	|	Brief	Description	
Hostos	Community	College	Professor	Yoel	Rodríguez	
has been granted a prestigious 2016-17 U.S. Fulbright 
Scholar	Award	to	the	Slovak	Republic.	The	Fulbright	
award along with his sabbatical leave will provide 
Professor	 Rodriguez	 with	 the	 opportunity	 to	 work	
at	 the	 Institute	 of	 Experimental	 Pharmacology	 and	
Toxicology	 of	 the	 Slovak	 Academy	 of	 Sciences	 in	
Bratislava,	Slovak	Republic.	Professor	
Rodriguez	will	be	collaborating	with	
Dr. Magdalena Majekova, who is an 
expert	 in	 Biophysics	 and	 Medicinal	
Chemistry. Through this partnership, 
and by bringing his expertise in 
Computational	 Molecular	 Biology,	
Professor	 Rodríguez	 believes	 that	
they will be able to make important 
contributions regarding worldwide 
human health issues related to 
cardiovascular and heart disease. He 
feels truly humbled, honored and 
excited	by	this	opportunity.	Professor	
Rodríguez	 also	 trusts	 that	 his	 current	 and	 future	
students will benefit from this award since he will 
increase their research visions as well as instill in them 
the determination to remain in Science, Technology, 
Engineering	 and	 Mathematics	 (STEM)	 fields.	 He	 is	
very thankful to Hostos and his colleagues at Mount 
Sinai	 School	 of	 Medicine	 in	 New	 York	 who	 have	
supported and helped him through his scholarly and 
professional	growth	during	his	tenure	at	CUNY. 

Biography	
Dr.	Yoel	Rodríguez	is	an	Associate	Professor	of	Physics	
and Chemistry in the Natural Sciences Department 
of	 Hostos	 Community	 College	 (HCC)	 of	 The	 City	
University	of	New	York	(CUNY)	and	coordinator	of	the	
HCC Joint Dual Engineering Degree program with 
The	City	College	of	New	York’s	(CCNY)	Grove	

School	 of	 Engineering	 (GSoE)	 of	 CUNY.	 He	 received	
his	B.S.	degree	in	Chemistry	(Physical	Chemistry	Field;	
Summa	Cum	Laude)	 from	Havana	University	 in	 July	
1995,	and	his	Ph.D.	in	Theoretical	Biophysics	(Summa	
Cum	 Laude)	 at	 Complutense	 University	 of	 Madrid,	
Spain	 in	October	2002.	He	came	 to	New	York	 to	do	
his postdoctoral training at Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine	 (MSSM)	 in	Computational	Biophysics	 from	
2003	 to	 2007.	 He	 is	 a	 visiting	 Professor	 at	MSSM	 in	

the	 Department	 of	 Pharmacological	
Sciences. He has published more than 
a	dozen	peer-reviewed	research	articles	
and presented at several conferences. Dr. 
Rodríguez’s	research	interest	is	directed	
toward applying Computational 
Theoretical	 Biophysics	 approaches	
to better improve understanding of 
fundamental molecular mechanisms in 
biological processes with implications 
in cancer and cardiovascular diseases. 
Dr.	Rodríguez	is	also	captivated	by	STEM	
pedagogical research. He has received 
multiple educational and research 

grants, including research supplements from the 
National	 Institute	of	Health,	CUNY	Professional	Staff	
Conference	 research	 grants,	 a	 CUNY	 Chancellor’s	
Research Fellowship, and recently a Fulbright award. 
Dr.	Rodríguez	has	mentored	many	minority	students	
in research work. Two of his students, Mr. Dane 
Christie and Mr. Qudus Lawal are currently pursuing 
their	Ph.D.	and	M.S.	degrees	in	Princeton	and	Stanford	
Universities,	respectively.	A	third	student,	Ms.	Wendy	
Fernández,	 currently	 at	 CCNY’s	 GSoE,	 received	 an	
award for her outstanding research work in the 2015 
Annual	Biomedical	Research	Conference	for	Minority	
Students	(ABRCMS).	Last	year,	Dr.	Rodríguez	delivered	
a plenary presentation about the HCC Engineering 
Program	with	CCNY’s	GSoE	at	the	2015	Understanding	
Interventions Conference in San Diego.

ANNOUNCEMENTS!
Congrats	to	DR.	YOEL	RODRÍGUEZ

on	the	Fulbright	Award!
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VISION 2016 – 2017

“It	must	be	borne	in	mind	that	the	tragedy	in	life	doesn’t	lie	in	not	
reaching your goal.
The tragedy lies in having no goal to reach.
It	isn’t	a	calamity	to	die	with	dreams	unfulfilled,	but	it	is	a	calamity	
not to dream.
It is not a disaster to be unable to capture your ideal, but it is a 
disaster to have no ideal to capture.
It is not a disgrace not to reach the stars, but it is a disgrace to 
have no stars to reach for.
Not	failure,	but	low	aim	is	sin.”—Benjamin	Mays

Many summers ago, I sat next to Magda Vasillov in an NEH Institute 
designed	by	the	American	Social	History	Project	(ASHP);	it	was	a	month-long	journey	of	navigating	
the Web and incorporating the tools of technology in the curriculum. Magda patiently mentored 
me as we considered the integration of technology in my developmental reading and writing 
courses	and	her	Arts	and	Civilization	course;	we	were	two	of	the	professors	within	a	program	block.		

At	 a	 recent	 AAC&U	 conference,	 Christy	 Price	 of	 Dalton	 State	 College	 presented	“The	 5	 ‘R’s’	 for	
Engaging	Millennial	 or	‘Modern’	 Learners,”	 which	 she	 outlined	 as	 research-based	methods	 and	
pedagogy,	relevance,	rationale,	relaxed,	and	rapport.	According	to	Price,	our	teaching	should	be	
“active pedagogies of engagement.” 

As	I	have	crafted	the	curricula	for	my	courses	over	the	years,	I	always	hold	dear	to	my	heart	particular	
people	and	experiences	such	as	Magda	as	we	co-taught;	America	Trinidad	as	we	co-directed	an	
Honors	 Institute;	 attendance	at	Bard’s	 Institute	 for	Writing	and	Thinking	with	Evelyn	Silverman,	
Heather	Rosario-Sievert,	and	Kathleen	Kane;	participation	at	AAC&U	conferences;	and	facilitation	
leader	at	ASHP.	My	many	years	of	collaboration	have	informed	the	way	I	teach	AND	learn.

So what is my vision as co-director of the Center for Teaching and Learning? It is a dream that I 
hope will not be deferred. It is a dream that during the upcoming 2016 – 2017 academic year, we 
will be actively engaged in collaborating to plan and implement activities that will incorporate our 
optimal	selves	toward	an	excellent	education	for	all	–	students,	faculty	and	staff.

ANNOUNCEMENTS!

Meet	Our	New	Co-Director!
Prof.	Cynthia	Jones,	M.A.
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MEET	OUR	CTL	STAFF!
Cynthia Jones began her tenure at Hostos 
Community College in 1977 as an adjunct 
in the English Department teaching ESL 
reading courses of beginning, intermediate, 
and advanced levels. She was appointed as a 
full-time Lecturer in 1981 and has taught the 
full	 range	of	English	course	offerings.	Cynthia	
Jones	 earned	 a	 Master	 of	 Arts	 in	 Curriculum	
and Teaching from Teachers College, Columbia 
University	 and	 received	 a	 Bachelor	 of	 Arts	 in	
Early Childhood, Elementary Education, and 
Reading	 from	 Adelphi	 University.	 Cynthia	
has been called an “Hostos lover” because 
of	 her	 love	 for	 its	 mission;	 she	 proudly	 and	
passionately embraces that name.

Itzel	Ortega	Mendez	has	been	a	
College	 Assistant	 at	The	 Center	
for Teaching and Learning since 
September 2014. She is currently 
in	the	final	year	of	her	associate’s	
degree at Hostos Community 
College	in	Office	Technology.

ITZEL	ORTEGA	MENDEZ
COLLEGE	ASSISTANT

Yeily	 Peña	 Vicente	 has	 been	 a	
student at Hostos Community 
College since 2014. She started 
volunteering at CTL in February 
2016.	 Yeily	 will	 graduate	 with	
her	 associate’s	 degree	 in	 Office	
Technology at Hostos Community 
College in February 2016.

YEILY	PEÑA	VICENTE
COLLEGE	ASSISTANT

PROF.	CYNTHIA	
CO-DIRECTOR OF CTL

Carlos	 Guevara	 holds	 bachelor’s	 and	master’s	
degrees	 in	 Computer	 Science	 from	 CUNY	 &	
NYU	Poly	and	is	currently	pursuing	a	doctorate	
degree in Instructional Technology at Teachers 
College, Columbia University. With over 15 
years of experience in Higher Education, Carlos 
currently works at Hostos Community College, 
CUNY,	as	Director	of	 the	Office	of	Educational	
Technology and Co-Director of the Center for 
Teaching and Learning. Carlos is now serving 
as	Co-chair	 of	 the	CUNY	Centers	 for	Teaching	
&	 Learning	 Advisory	 Council.	 Carlos	 is	 also	
Chair	 of	 the	 HEO	Organization	 at	 Hostos	 and	
President	and	Founder	of	the	Ecuadorian	Youth	
Organization	and	Ecuadorian	Scholars	Fund.

CARLOS	GUEVARA
DIRECTOR OF EDTECH  
CO-DIRECTOR OF CTL

Luz	 Rivera	 holds	 a	 B.S.	 degree	 in	 Computer	
Information Systems from Lehman College and 
an	associate’s	degree	from	Hostos	Community	
College,	CUNY.	She	joined	CTL	in	2014.	Prior	to	
joining the center, she worked in the Education 
department as a College Lab Technician. She 
supports all center initiatives and activities, and 
she participates in special projects to improve 
the	center’s	effectiveness.	Committee	member:	
CTL	Advisory	Council,	&	General	Education.

LUZ	RIVERA
COORDINATOR	OF	CTL
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The	Center	for	Teaching	and	Learning	extends	a	warm	welcome	to	our	new	faculty!

NEW	FULL-TIME	FACULTY,	WELCOME!

RONETTE	SHAW
ASSISTANT	PROFESSOR
ALLIED	HEALTH

DENISE	M.	CUMMINGS-CLAY
ASSISTANT	PROFESSOR
EDUCATION

MARIA	INDA	GARCIA
ASSISTANT	PROFESSOR
NATURAL	SCIENCES

LINDA	MILES
ASSISTANT	PROFESSOR	
LIBRARY

Denise Cummings-Clay will serve as a tenure-track faculty member 
in the Education department, Teacher Education unit. Coming to 
Hostos	with	 a	 bachelor’s	 degree	 in	 social	 science	 education,	 a	
master’s	degree	in	college	student	personnel	work,	and	a	Ph.D.	in	
adult and higher education, Denise Cummings-Clay has fostered 
the intellectual growth and service learning experiences of 
many Education students. She has writing intensive, hybrid, and 
asynchronous Hostos teaching certifications and experience. 
She	 is	 founding	Chair	of	 the	New	York	City	Montessori	Charter	
School	 Board	 of	 Trustees	 and	 currently	 serves	 as	 Chair	 of	 the	
Board’s	Education	Committee.	

Ronette Shaw graduated from the Nursing program at Hostos 
Community College in 2005. Hostos is like family to her. 
Following graduation at Hostos, she continued to pursue her 
goals in undergraduate and graduate programs where she 
obtained	 a	 master’s	 degree	 in	 nursing	 science	 (MNS).	 She	
is excited to take on the position of assistant professor and 
lecturer in the Nursing program.  She is also looking forward 
to being an active participant in community outreach and 
supportive services, promoting cultural diversity and student 
advancement.

Maria	 Inda	 Garcia	 has	 been	 an	 adjunct	 professor	 for	 the	 last	
three years at Hostos. She has been performing research on 
neurosciences at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.  She 
has prior research experience from Cornell and Mount Sinai 
School	 of	 Medicine.	 She	 received	 her	 bachelor’s	 degree	 from	
Sevilla University, Spain and was certified on pedagogy studies in 
2003.	She	obtained	her	Ph.D.	 in	neuroanatomy	with	the	highest	
qualifications at Cajal Institute, Madrid, Spain. She was awarded 
with the prestigious Human Frontiers Fellowship to pursue her 
postdoctoral research in the United States. She challenges her 
students to develop critical thinking and to find the beauty of 
science.

Linda Miles is a reference and instruction librarian with significant 
experience	in	program	coordination,	assessment,	staff	oversight,	
project	management,	outreach,	and	publications.	As	part	of	the	
library management team, she shares supervisory, administrative 
and management responsibilities for the libraries. During nearly 
eleven	years	at	 the	 library	of	Lincoln	Center	 Institute	 (LCI),	 she	
rose to the level of assistant director. She was able to apply the 
academic	skills	and	knowledge	fostered	during	her	Ph.D.	study	
in the arts and humanities to develop a deep understanding 
of inquiry-based instruction and gain experience in all areas of 
library operations.



MATHEMATICS	DAY
The Creation of the Second Mathematics Day at Hostos Community College: 
An	Invitation	to	Faculty,	Staff,	and	Administrators	to	Participate	in	a	Creative	Collaboration	Session	for	a	High	
Impact Event.
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Attend her next workshop “		First	Mathematics	Day	at	Hostos	Community	College	-	An	
Institutional	Project	Demonstrating	Multidisciplinary	Collaboration” on October 24, 2016  

from	9:30am-11:00	am	in	Room	A-130!

The	theme	of	the	first	Mathematics	Day	at	Hostos	on	April	5th,	2016	was	“Living	
Mathematics – The Importance of Mathematics in Our Lives.” The event provided 
the academic community at Hostos with an intellectual experience to actively 

embark on a collective quest to find out how mathematics serves our lives outside of 
the classroom…or as many of our students would say “in real life.” 

The	event	was	 inspired	by	 (1)	our	 students’	 curiosity	and	 their	continuous	effort	 to	
make	 sense	of	 the	world	and	of	academic	 life,	 (2)	 the	great	diversity	of	 the	Hostos	
community,	and	(3)	the	intellectually	rich,	sharing,	and	very	creative	faculty,	staff	and	
administrators that I have had the privilege to work with. 

There is a special beauty in mathematics that is unfortunately not easily identified by 
students	at	early	academic	stages.	Yet	students	sense	 its	existence	as	 they	strive	to	
connect what they learn in class to what they sense as their reality.  Students often 
question instructors in mathematics classes: “Why do I need to learn this?  When will I 
use this? ” 

Mathematics	is	all	around	us.		It	is	found	everywhere	in	nature	as	well	as	in	man-made	systems.	Yes,	mathematics	
is	much	more	than	what	our	students	experience	in	the	classroom,	however	very	seldom	(if	ever)	do	we	have	
the opportunity to discuss the role of mathematics outside of the classroom, in day-to-day experiences and/or 
real life issues. 

The	first	Mathematics	Day	at	Hostos	was	 in	 response	to	our	students’	needs.	All	activities	were	 intended	to	
promote the experience of “living mathematics” from a multidisciplinary perspective rather than the perspective 
of “mathematics as an abstract subject that is required in order to graduate.”

The event had an impressive amount of support and collaboration from 
several	 departments,	 centers,	 programs,	 offices,	 committees,	 faculty,	 and	
students at the college. The high impact of the first Mathematics Day proved 
the power of participative planning and collective participation at the 
institutional level.  

We are now working on the second Mathematics Day at Hostos, which 
is	 projected	 for	 Spring	 2017.	 The	 anticipated	 theme	 is	 “The	 Power	 of	
Mathematics	-	A	Quest	to	Find	Out	How	Mathematics	Empowers	People	in	
Today’s	Society.”	To	achieve	a	high	impact	and	quality	event,	we	need	to	examine	this	theme	from	all	different	
angles and disciplines. 

As	the	event	coordinator	and	chairperson	of	the	Mathematics	Day	Organizing	Committee,	I	would	like	to	express	
my gratitude to all collaborators, sponsors, donors, volunteers and committee members whose commitment, 
hard work and support helped to make the first Mathematics Day at Hostos a major success. Thank you very 
much.

CLARA	NIETO-WIRE
ASSISTANT	PROFESSOR
MATHEMATICS
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T he	 late	Maxine	 Greene	 once	 said,	“in	many	
respects, teaching and learning are matters 
of breaking through barriers.”   These barriers 

come in myriad forms for those who were born into 
poverty and dysfunctional families.   Consequently, 
many of these individuals lose their compass and 
end	 up	 in	 prison.	 	 By	 offering	 the	 incarcerated	
a post-secondary education many of these pre-
existing barriers are removed upon re-entry to 
society.		A	significant	amount	of	empirical	evidence	
documents that inmates who pursue associate 
and	 bachelor’s	 degrees	 while	 incarcerated	 tend	
to	 become	 law-abiding	 citizens	 significantly	 more	
after their release from prison than inmates who 
did not advance their education while incarcerated.  
Furthermore,	 cost-effective	 analyses	 have	 shown	
that it is less expensive to educate inmates than to 
reincarcerate them.  It is therefore important that 
the college education of inmates be central to the 
topic of lowering recidivism. 

The	 Prison	 to	 College	 Pipeline	 Program,	 which	
is a collaboration between John Jay College 
of	 Criminal	 Justice,	 the	 NYS	 Department	 of	
Corrections and Community Supervision and 
Hostos Community College, is an initiative that 
is proving to be transformative in the lives of the 
participants	 (student-inmates	 and	 educators).	
Student-inmates are given an opportunity to 

rehabilitate themselves by receiving post-secondary 
education while incarcerated and upon release 
from prison.  Educators are given the opportunity 
to make a positive impact in the lives of individuals 
that	 have	 been	 cast	 off	 as	 undesirable	 by	 society.		
Many people assume that inmates make the best 
students because they are a captive audience and 
have all the time in the world to do schoolwork.  
This, however, is a misconception.  Inmates in a 
postsecondary-education program must still fulfill 
their daily work requirements and must complete 
their coursework with less technology for research 
and learning.  For most, a pen or a typewriter is the 

tool	for	writing	papers.		Proper	referencing	citations	
must be recalled from memory and not the Internet.  
Despite these challenges, the Otisville inmates in 
the	Prison	to	College	Pipeline	Program	have	proven	
that education can break barriers, especially for 
those who come from impoverished backgrounds 
and	have	been	marginalized.	 	Most	of	the	student-
inmates were disengaged from the educational 
system at an early age and yet are managing to excel 
academically.  Their mastery over grammar, in-text 
citation,	 and	 critical	 thinking	 only	 affirms	 that	 the	
education-attainment gap that is pervasive in the 
United States is a result of the “war on drugs” and 
the disinvestment of communities of color, and poor 
young	Black	and	Brown	 individuals	growing	under	
these circumstances are casualties of these biased 
policies.  

PEDAGOGICAL	POINTS
FACULTY	TEACHING	IN	CORRECTIONAL	ENVIRONMENTS

ELYS	VASQUEZ-ISCAN,	Ed.D,	MPH
ASSISTANT	PROFESSOR	
EDUCATION	DEPARTMENT
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ABOUT	THE	AUTHOR: 
Dr.	Elys	Vasquez-Iscan	is	an	Assistant	Professor	in	the	Health	Education	Unit	and	Aging	and	Health	
Unit of the Education Department.  In addition, she teaches a community health course in the 
Prison	to	College	Pipeline	program	at	the	Otisville	New	York	State	Correctional	Facility.		Her	research	
focus areas are health and social inequities, resiliency and adaptive coping strategies among 
marginalized	and	high-risk	populations.

Teaching	at	the	Otisville	New	York	State	Correctional	
Facility has been both rewarding and challenging.  
The reward was teaching a highly engaged and 
academically prepared group of students.  Had it 
not been for the yellow cinderblock walls and the 
green uniforms worn by the students, I would have 
thought I was teaching a gifted class of college 
students on any college campus.  The constraints 
were	 considerable	 and	 quite	 different	 from	 those	
encountered in other teaching environments.  
Technology	 was	 not	 at	 our	 disposal;	 therefore,	
teaching and learning had to be adjusted to the bare 
bones of hard documents and engaging classroom 
discussions.	 	By	drawing	on	past	practice	of	critical	
pedagogy,	 I	 built	 on	 learners’	 experiences	 to	make	
the course content more accessible.  I carefully 
monitored	the	students’	attitudes	toward	the	course	
content and was able to work with them to create 
viable teaching and learning strategies.  Critical to 
this process was the acknowledgement that many of 
the techniques I used in previous teaching settings 
would not be suitable in a correctional environment.  
The icebreakers or small group work that I usually 
use early in the course of my regular classes would 
have alienated a number of students, precipitated 
inter-group conflict, and possibly discredited me 
in front of the class.  One of the tenets of critical 
pedagogy	 is	 drawing	 on	 the	 learners’	 experiences	
and awareness of the context of their learning.  In 
addition, critical pedagogy is analogous to the 
empowerment of learners and arises from Freirian 

education.  Education that leads to liberation is the 
slogan associated with Freirian education.  Freirian 
education asserts that power should be given to 
the masses.  In contrast, prison disempowers the 
incarcerated learner.  Teaching in a correctional 
environment provides no avenues for learners or 
educators	 to	 effectively	 participate	 in	 decisions	
about education programs.  The main focus of the 
correctional system is to be punitive and controlling.  
Therefore, discussing social injustices through an 
activist lens that calls on learners to become agents 
of social change is not only radical in a correctional 
environment, but could also be perceived as 
subversive.	 	 In	my	 efforts	 to	 not	 swim	 against	 the	
tide of prison authority, I decided to encourage 
students	 to	 utilize	 their	 own	 personal	 plights	 as	 a	
source	 of	 knowledge	 and	 to	 critically	 analyze	 the	
issue of health and social inequity through a socio-
ecological perspective that accounts for the proximal 
and distal factors that influence health and social 
outcomes.  This process was iterative and proved to 
be	beneficial	in	the	students’	learning	of	the	multiple	
factors that contribute to poor health outcomes in 
certain	populations.		As	an	educator,	I	tend	to	see	the	
best in everyone, and I see knowledge as a tool for 
the	improvement	of	humanity.		As	such,	teaching	in	
the	Prison	to	College	Pipeline	Program	has	warranted	
me the opportunity to move from rhetoric to praxis 
by directly impacting individuals that have been cast 
off	by	society	yet	have	precious	gifts	to	offer–if	only	
given a chance.  

Attend her next workshop “ The Role of Faculty in 
the	Prison	College	Pipeline” on November 21, 2016 

from	11:00	am	-12:30	pm	in	Room	A-130!



 

Fifty years ago, brain research on language was confined to 
investigating individuals with brain damage.  Today, thanks 

to technological advances, neuroscientists are using non-invasive 
methods to examine healthy brain activity of individuals processing 
language.  The plasticity of the human brain, and its potential for 
learning, is an important discovery of the twentieth century.

Language consists of major subsystems that include sounds, word 
forms,	meanings,	structures,	and	uses	in	different	contexts.		Language	
skills such as listening and reading enable us to comprehend oral and 
written discourse, whereas speaking and writing enable us to produce 
oral and written discourse.  Linguistic subsystems and language skills 
do not function in isolation or in a linear and static manner in the brain, 
but they work in parallel, highly dynamic, interactive, and changeable 
ways	(Friederici,	2012;	Kroll	&	De	Groot,	2005;	Ullman,	2005).		

Understanding how we process the various aspects of language is vital for educators to strengthen teaching 
and learning in multilingual classrooms today.  The brain networks for processing one or more languages 
differ	substantially.		In	this	essay,	I	examine	the	neural	basis	of	speech	comprehension	in	monolinguals	and	
discuss	some	practical	applications	to	facilitate	students’	discourse	comprehension.

We mostly process language in the left hemisphere of the brain.  Linguistic information enters the brain 

circuitry through the auditory cortex in the temporal lobe when we listen or through the visual cortex in the 
occipital	cortex	when	we	read	(See	Illustration	1).		Wernicke’s	area	(BA39	and	BA40)	in	the	temporal	lobe	and	
Broca’s	area	(BA44	and	BA45)	in	the	frontal	lobe	are	considered	the	classic	language	areas	of	the	brain.		They	
are inter-connected via various pathways and are both activated for speech comprehension and production.  
The pre-motor cortex is also activated when we articulate speech. 

In a few words, once sounds are processed in the left middle portion of the superior temporal gyrus, words 1

Illustration	1:	Left	hemisphere	of	the	brain	displaying	Broca’s	area	in	the	frontal	cortex,	Wernicke’s	area	in	the	
temporal	cortex,	and	the	auditory,	visual,	and	motor	cortices	(www.yalescientific.org).

MERCE	PUJOL
PROFESSOR
LANGUAGE	AND	COGNITION
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BRAIN	AND	LANGUAGE:	THE	NEURAL	BASIS	OF	MONOLINGUALS’	DISCOURSE	COMPREHENSION

APPROACH	TO	TRAINING



are	 recognized	 and	 lexical-semantic	 integration	 takes	 place.	 	 Then	 sentential	 information	 travels	 to	 the	
frontal	lobe	for	syntactic	processing	(in	BA	44	and	frontal	operculum)	and	for	further	semantic	processing	
(in	BA	45	and	BA	47)	via	different	pathways.	Finally,	linguistic	information	goes	back	to	the	temporal	lobe	for	
semantic	and	syntactic	 integration	and	optimal	sentence	comprehension	(See	Illustration	2).	 	This	cycle	is	
highly dynamic and interactive.

Children worldwide acquire their mother tongue within a few years.  They fundamentally need to be 
surrounded	by	caregivers	with	whom	to	interact	and	use	the	language	to	be	able	to	learn	it.		Brain	mechanisms	
for	language	learning	start	operating	in	infants	as	early	as	their	gestation	period	(Dehaene-Lambertz	et	al.	
2002;	Klass,	2011).		Children	acquire	vocabulary	and	meanings	(or	the	lexicon)	differently	from	grammar	and	
syntax	(Friederici	et	al.,	2000;	Ullman,	2001,	2005).		The	lexicon	is	learned	in	declarative	memory	sub-served	
by	medial	temporal	lobe	regions	(e.g.	the	hippocampus)	and	parts	of	the	prefrontal	cortex	(BA	45	&	BA	47).		
This	 learning	is	often	explicit	and	requires	attention,	conscious	processing	and	memorization.	 	Caregivers	
play	an	important	role	in	facilitating	children’s	acquisition	of	the	lexicon.		Grammar	and	syntax,	in	contrast,	
are	acquired	in	procedural	memory	sub-served	by	frontal	lobe	regions	such	as	the	pre-motor	cortex,	Broca’s	
area	(BA	44	and	parts	of	BA	45)	and	the	basal	ganglia	(sub-cortical	structures	linked	to	the	frontal	cortex).	
Learning	in	procedural	memory	is	often	automatic,	implicit,	and	almost	unconscious	(Ullman,	2001,	2005).		
Thus, children learn their first grammar without training or special instruction.

Adult	monolingual	speakers	also	learn	new	vocabulary	and	concepts	in	declarative	memory;	this	learning	
requires	attention,	 explicit	 instruction,	 and	memorization.	 	 Educators	 can	create	 classroom	activities	 that	
promote	new	vocabulary	understanding	in	meaningful	contexts.		First,	they	should	raise	students’	attention	and	
motivation by presenting the vocabulary in interesting ways.  Second, they should present the vocabulary in 
different	contexts	and	encourage	students	to	make	extensive	connections	with	prior	learned	knowledge	and	
experience.  Finally, they should-provide ample opportunities for review, practice, repetition, manipulation, 
and evaluation. Thus, students will activate the brain mechanisms that support lexical-semantic processes, 
access their internal lexicon and make connections with what they already know, and learn new material.

Procedural	memory	attenuates	with	age	(Ullman,	2005),	but	this	does	not	affect	adult	monolinguals	when	
processing	their	grammar.	 	They	 learned	 it	early	 in	 life,	and	they	process	 it	automatically	and	effortlessly.		
However, if they are to acquire higher levels of literacy, they need to reflect upon and monitor the structures 
and forms they use and how they use them. Opportunities for noticing, comparing and contrasting, and 

Illustration	2:	Brain	circuitry	for	oral	sentence	comprehension	(Friederici,	2012),	including	the	temporal	lobe	(superior	
temporal	gyrus	and	middle	temporal	gyrus)	and	frontal	lobe	(inferior	frontal	gyrus	consisting	of	Broca’s	area	(BA44	and	
BA45)).	Wernicke’s	area	(BA39	and	BA40),	not	specified	in	the	image,	is	a	small	area	in	the	temporal	lobe.	
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analyzing	word	 forms,	 structures,	 and	 sentence	 boundaries	 in	meaningful	 contexts	 can	 provide	 optimal	
scenarios for students to enhance their meta-cognitive and meta-linguistic skills.  In addition to activating 
the brain mechanisms that support syntactic processing, students will activate the executive function area 
in	the	pre-frontal	cortex.	 	This	area	supports	general	cognition	and	can	enhance	students’	meta-linguistic	
awareness	for	monitoring	language	use	(Bialystok,	2011;	Bialystok	et	al,	2010).

Brain	mechanisms	for	lexical	and	syntactic	processing	are	distinct,	but	complement	and	support	one	another	
in highly dynamic and interactive ways.  Linguistic subsystems are inextricably intertwined and should be 
taught in rich and meaningful literacy contexts.  Students should take an active and conscious approach in 
order to explore these connections.

					ABOUT	THE	AUTHOR:
Mercè	Pujol-Ferran	is	a	professor	in	the	Department	of	Language	and	Cognition	at	Hostos	Community	
College.	 In	 addition	 to	 teaching	 ESL,	 she	 teaches	 linguistics	 courses	 such	 as	“Language	 Acquisition”	
and	“Introduction	 to	Comparative	Linguistics:	 English	and	Spanish.”	Professor	Pujol	has	published	on	
female contributions to XIX Catalan poetry and on the academic and linguistic challenges of immigrant 
students	in	the	US.		In	recent	years,	Professor	Pujol	has	been	studying	how	the	human	brain	processes	
language,	particularly	how	bilinguals	and	multilinguals	process	more	than	one	language.	Professor	Pujol	
has also been an adjunct professor in the Department of Human Development and Cognitive Studies 
in Education at Teachers College, Columbia University, for a number of semesters.  She teaches “The 
Psychology	of	Language	and	Reading.”

             
							Attend her next workshop “ The Neural                        
		Bases	of	Processing	One	or	Two	Languages” on        

November 3, 2016 from 3:15 pm-4:30 pm in 
Room	A-130!
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On May 31, 2016, CTL successfully hosted 
the	sixth	annual	Professional	Development	
Day	 (aka	 CTL	 SPA	 DAY).	 	 This	 event	 was	
held at the Edith Macy Conference Center 
in	Briarcliff	Manor,	New	York.		This	year	was	
the	 first	 time	 that	 the	 event	was	 held	 off	
campus.		SPA	DAY	with	over	60	participants,	
was a great opportunity to share and learn 
with each other in an inviting and collegial 
setting.		Additionally,	the	day	included	fun	
activities and lots of networking.  
 

This	year’s	theme,	“A	Place	for	Everybody,”	focused	on	encouraging	diverse	conversations	to	facilitate	
a welcoming, nurturing, and inclusive environment for our students and colleagues.  Four think-
tank	discussions	offered	participants	an	opportunity	to	learn	about	and	discuss	student	research	
with	 faculty,	Scholarship	of	Teaching	and	Learning	 (SoTL),	online	 learning,	and	service	 learning.		
Prof.	Andrew	London	started	the	afternoon	with	a	fun	game	to	break	the	ice.	 	To	finish	the	day,	
keynote	speaker	Prof.	Cynthia	Jones	did	a	great	job	of	connecting	and	putting	into	perspective	all	
of the conversations that happened throughout the day to envision a place for everybody. 

The	think-tank	topics	were	“Initiatives	to	Promote	Student	Success:		Capstone	Seminar	and	Student	
Research	with	Faculty”	,	“The	Scholarship	of	Teaching	and	Learning	Group:		Evoking,	Provoking	and	
Invoking”,	“Growing	Our	Innovative	Community	at	Hostos”,	and	“Class	Without	Walls”.

PROFESSIONAL	DEVELOPMENT	DAY
MAY	31,	2016
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       CUE  CONFERENCE            @       HOSTOS 

CTL played a fundamental role in hosting 
The	 12th	 Annual	 Coordinated	 Undergraduate	
Education	 (CUE)	 Conference,	 “Walk	 the	 Talk:	
Inspiring	Action	on	the	Concourse	and	Beyond,”	
which was held at Hostos Community College 
on May 13, 2016. More than 300 participants 
attended this event. The conference included 
an opening session, keynote speaker Dr. Jose 

Antonio	 Bowen,	 Fireside	 Chats,	 and	 over	 60	
presentations. The Fireside Chats provided some 
insight into the character and resilience of our 
CUNY	 community.	 The	 positive	 reviews	 and	
comments by attendees reflected the amount of 
hard	work	and	unity	the	staff	and	volunteers	had	
and	put	into	the	success	of	this	event!

“What	a	HUGE	Sucess!” “The 
warmth  was 

clearly apparent between the 
Hostos	faculty/staff	and	students.	I	liked	

the service-learning presentation “Increasing 
Access	to	Academic	Service-Learning.”	The	presentation	
was excellent and was greatly enhanced by the heartfelt 

enthusiasm of the students who had clearly gained 
confidence,self-knowledge, academic knowledge, and 

career insights through their service-learning 
experiences. “

MAY		13,	2016
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       CUE  CONFERENCE            @       HOSTOS 

“The 
warmth  was 

clearly apparent between the 
Hostos	faculty/staff	and	students.	I	liked	

the service-learning presentation “Increasing 
Access	to	Academic	Service-Learning.”	The	presentation	
was excellent and was greatly enhanced by the heartfelt 

enthusiasm of the students who had clearly gained 
confidence,self-knowledge, academic knowledge, and 

career insights through their service-learning 
experiences. “

“The 
Conference	was	organized	

in a professional manner and provided 
outstanding information that was to the point 

and with very  clear expectations.”

“I loved 
how welcoming Hostos was in 
hosting	this		year’s	conference.”

Feedback
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SMILE	FOR	THE	CAMERA!
CUE CONFERENCE 2016
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SABBATICAL	EXPERIENCE

EUNICE FLEMISTER 
AGING	AND	HEALTH	STUDIES	PROGRAM	COORDINATOR	
EDUCATION	DEPARTMENT

QUESTION: How do we 
introduce the End-of-Life 
Conversation to Minority 
Communities? 

QUESTION: How do we 
Negotiate Cross-Cultural 
Issues at the End-of-Life?

ANSWER:	B.E.T.	=	BUILD	
COMMUNITIES.	EDUCATE.		
TEACH.

My Fellowship Leave in the 
Fall of 2015 was in search 
of answers to the following 
questions: “How do we 
introduce the End-of-Life 
Conversation to Minority 
Communities?” and “How do we 
Negotiate Cross-Cultural Issues 
at the End-of-Life?”  

After	 attending	 a	 New	 York	 State	 Conference	 on	 Aging	 workshop	 on	 End-of-Life	 Planning,	 I	
observed that there was little or no emphasis on how culture impacts, End-of-Life decisions. This 
particular workshop was filled to capacity.  Experts from the field shared their knowledge. Social 
workers spoke about the challenges of talking to family members who had no idea that their loved 
ones	were	terminal.	Physicians	defended	themselves	saying,	patients	were	told	but	were	in	denial.	
Nurses said, they were not the ones responsible to break the devastating news to the patients or 
their	families.		Debates	ensued;	the	legal	ramifications	of	the	process	was	challenged;	startling	data	
was	shared;	research	studies	were	quoted;	and	yet	somehow	in	the	maze	of	information	there	was	a	
void when it came to the inclusion of  cultural sensitivity, cultural  awareness, even cultural humility 
in this dialogue.
Is	 it	possible	 that	 culture	does	play	a	 key	 role	 in	End-of-Life	planning?	 	Are	we	asking	 the	 right	
questions? What about religion? What about family structure and dynamics? Have we considered 
traditions, beliefs, and language? 

In fact, the conversation surrounding End-of-Life care in the minority community is very often 

THE	POWER	OF	QUESTIONS	

PLANNING	FOR	END-OF-LIFE	IS	NOT	A	DEATH	SENTENCE.	
THE	INFLUENCE	OF	CULTURE	ON	END-OF-LIFE	DECISIONS	
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a	discussion	 that	 should	 consider	diverse	ethnic	 and	 religious	groups	 instead	of	 a	“one	 size	fits	 all”	
document for End-of-Life planning. Historically, the discussion of End-of-Life care has been shown to 
occur	less	often	in	minority	communities.	Hence	the	questions;	How	do	we	introduce	the	End-of-Life	
Conversation to Minority Communities? How do we Negotiate Cross-Cultural Issues at the End-of-Life? 
The answers to these questions were a catalyst to my investigating this topic.
The	 funds	 from	the	Title	V	Grant,	under	 the	direction	of	Office	of	Academic	Affairs	afforded	me	the	
opportunity to dedicate time to research this phenomena in order to determine what was factual and 
what was assumed.

The	Student	Research	Assistants	(SRA),	who	were	assigned	to	assist	me	were	from	minority	communities.	
It was evident from their responses to the topic and question that they themselves had little or no 
knowledge of End-of-Life Care.

Using	Hostos’	databases	to	identify	articles	on	End-of-Life	Care	in	the	minority	community,	and	with	
the	guidance	and	expertise	of	 the	Head	of	Library	Access	Services,	 the	students	 identified	possible	
literature	for	further	study	and	were	taught	how	to	access	and	summarize	the	articles	they	retrieved.	
The following semester I was approved for a Fellowship Leave. Fordham University invited me to 
participate	 in	 the	Health	Care	Management	Certificate	Program	and	 the	Collaborative	 for	Palliative	
Care	which	offered	me	an	opportunity	 to	examine	some	of	 the	 important	healthcare	management	
questions,	 through	 their	 seminar	 lecture	 series	 which	 included,	 Introduction	 to	 Public	 Health	 and	
Healthcare	Management	 Law,	 Ethics,	 and	 Humanism	 in	 Care	Management	 of	 Seriously	 Ill	 Patients	
and	 Special	 Populations;	 Foundations	 in	 Palliative	 Care;	 Challenges	 in	 Management	 of	 End-of-Life	
Care;	Interdisciplinary	Collaborative	Practice	and	Leadership	Models,	Death,	Dying,	and	Bereavement,	
Gerontological	 Issues	 in	 Healthcare	 Management,	 Health	 Systems	 Management	 and	 Innovation:	
Changing	Business	Models,	Delivery	and	Payment	System	Reforms,	and	Technology.

The	image	shown	is	a	snap	shot	of	the	journey	of	Building	Communities,	Educating,	and	Teaching.



					ABOUT	THE	AUTHOR:

Eunice	 Flemister	 is	 a	 full-time	 tenured-Lecturer	 at	 Hostos	 Community	 College	 and	 the	 Program	
Coordinator	for	the	Gerontology	Unit.			Prior	to	this	she	was	the	Associate	Director	and		Marketing	
Director	 for	 the	Amsterdam	Adult	Day	Care	Program	where	 she	developed	and	was	 responsible	
for	 the	unique	delivery	of	care	to	seniors	 in	the	 inner	city.	She	has	a	M.P.H.	 from	Hunter	College,	
an	 undergraduate	 degree	 from	 City	 College	 of	 New	York	 and	 has	 taken	 Post	 Graduate	 courses	
from	the	Brookdale	School	on	Aging.		Her	experience	and	knowledge	in	Palliative	and	Long	Term	
Care of the elderly culminated in academia, with the combination of community collaborations, 
education, volunteerism and service learning. Her years of community and academic experience 
provide her students with a robust and engaging learning atmosphere. She teaches various courses 
in	Gerontology	including	Health	and	Aging.	She	is	a	champion	and	cheerleader	for	Service	Learning	
and	is	active	on	the	College‘s	Service	Learning	Committee.	In	her	recent	sabbatical	(Fall	2015)	she	
completed	 a	Health	Care	Management	Certificate	 Program	 in	 Public	Health,	 Palliative	 and	 Long	
Term	Care	at	Fordham	University.		On	a	local	level	she	serves	as	a	Board	Member	for	both	the	State	
Society	of	Aging	of	NY,	and	B.R.I.C.A	–	Bronx	Regional	Interagency	Council	on	Aging.	Nationally,	she	
serves	on	the	Community	College	Task	Force	and	Global	Aging	Committee	for	the	Association	for	
Gerontology	in	Higher	Education.	She	feels	privileged	to	help	shape	the	lives	of	future	care-givers	
for an ever increasing aging population.  

Attend her next workshop  “Planning	for	End-of-
Life is not a Death Sentence. The Influence of Culture 
on End-of-Life Decisions ” on October 17, 2016  from 

12:00	pm-	1:45pm	in	Room	A-130!
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SABBATICAL	EXPERIENCE
PLANNING	FOR	END-OF-LIFE	IS	NOT	A	DEATH	SENTENCE.	
THE	INFLUENCE	OF	CULTURE	ON	END-OF-LIFE	DECISIONS	
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New	Approach

The	Center	for	Teaching	and	Learning,	and	the	Office	of	Educational	Technology	are	introducing	
a new approach to professional development with the goal of integrating and aligning 
pedagogical	and	technological	conversations	with	Gen	Ed	Essential	Learning	Outcomes.	

This	approach	aims	to	map	the	Gen	Ed	essential	learning	outcomes	to	each	of	the	established	
professional development theme tracks. It also seeks to integrate technology and library 
resources to enhance learning activities generated at each track. The ultimate goal is to achieve 
seamless	integration	of	library	resources,	technology,	pedagogy,	and	Gen	Ed	learning	outcomes	
in these trainings.

Each of these tracks has a defined curriculum, and will be facilitated by colleagues who are experts 
in	the	different	areas.	Some	of	these	tracks	will	lead	to	the	establishment	of	certifications,	similar	
to	the	successful	Online	Learning	Initiatives;	which	will	be	awarded	to	those	who	complete	any	
of these tracks.

All	these	training	tracks	will	use	an	active	learning	approach,	and	will	require	participants	to	
work and enhance their teaching instruments during the training sessions. 

Faculty will be able to choose from and attend any of the following tracks:

	•	 Intellectual	&	Practical	Skills:	Critical	Thinking,	Communications,	QR
•	 Digital	Storytelling:	Universal/Course	design,	Accessibility,	Learning	Styles
•	 Student	Engagement:	Experiential	Learning,	Social	Learning,	Student	Motivation
•	 Scholarship	of	Teaching	and	Learning	(SoTL):	Integrative	and	Applied	Learning
•	 Peer	Review	of	Teaching:	Personal	&	Social	Responsibility
•	 Team-based	learning:	Teamwork	and	Problem	Solving
•	 Tools	for	21st	Century	Learners:	An	intro	to	Academic	Technologies	

Each track will consist of two to four 3-hour sessions on Fridays during the 2016-2017 academic 
year, and will require a minimum number of participants to be held.

As	in	previous	years,	faculty	who	participate	in	at	least	two	(2)	tracks	or	five	(5)	training	sessions	
will	receive	special	recognition.	Breakfast	and	lunch	will	be	provided!

To register for one or more Teaching Institute tracks go to www.hostos.cuny.edu/
facultydevelopment or contact the Center for Teaching and Learning at ctl@hostos.cuny.edu or 
718.518.6804

Revamping the Hostos Teaching Institute
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Presenter Workshop Name Description Time/Location

“Student engagement is the product of 
motivation and active learning. It is a product 
rather than a sum because it will not occur if 
either	element	is	missing.”	–Elizabeth	F.	Barkley,	
Student	Engagement	Techniques:	A	Handbook	
for College Faculty
In this workshop, faculty will explore ways 
to integrate active learning techniques into 
their current teaching to increase student 
engagement	and	motivation.	You	will	also	have	
an opportunity to learn about some technology 
tools to help you achieve these goals.

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm  Lunch
Note: This workshop is the first of two parts 
in	the	Student	Engagement	track;	the	second	
part	will	be	offered	in	Spring	2017.	In	order	to	
receive a certification for this track, you must 
attend all sessions.

9/16/2016
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Cynthia 
Jones, 
Linda Miles
&	Wilfredo	
Rodriguez

Student 
Engagement Level 
1:	Active	Learning	
and Motivation 
Techniques

In this first of four sessions, we will be covering 
an introduction to Educational Technology and 
basic elementary technology competencies such 
as the Hostos website and where to find help, 
password tips, file backup best practices, creating 
PDFs,	the	various	internet	browsers,	and	the	
various Hostos Edtech services and web tools.  
Attendees	will	be	walked	through	several	highly	
interactive,	hands-on	exercises	using	Blackboard	
to simulate the student experience in your class. 

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch  

Note: This workshop is the first of four parts in 
the	Tools	for	21st	Century	Learners	track;	the	
second	part	will	be	offered	on	November	18,	
2016. In order to receive a certification for this 
track, you must attend all sessions.

David Dos 
Santos, Kate 
Lyons	&	
Vyacheslav 
Dushenkov

Tools for 21st 
Century Learners 
Level	1:	An	Intro	
to	Academic	
Technologies

9/23/2016
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Hostos Teaching Institute Workshops
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Presenter Workshop Name Description Time/Location

Hostos Teaching Institute Workshops

This 3-hour workshop will help participants to shape 
their class intervention using a SoTL framework. It means 
defining it through teaching research questions and 
defining the appropriate methodology to document 
intervention	effectiveness.	The	session	will	also	build	
understanding	on	the	need	to	develop	an	IRB-approved	
intervention.	At	the	end	of	the	session,	participants	
will identify a faculty mentor to keep working on their 
research question and methodology. Faculty members 
who	are	currently	developing	IRB-approved	SoTL	projects	
will serve as mentors to accompany the progress of 
new	SoTL	projects.	Participants	are	expected	to	remain	
in contact with the mentors and further develop their 
projects.	This	workshop	will	also	emphasize	research	
questions	addressing	the	effectiveness	of	implementing	
of	Gen	Ed	competencies	in	courses.	Participants	are	
expected	to	complete	an	HRPP	certificate	or	renew	it	for	
the next workshop. 

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch
Note: This workshop is the first of four parts in the SoTL/
IRB	track;	the	second	part	will	be	offered	on	November	
4, 2016. In order to receive a certification for this track, 
you must attend all sessions.

SoTL/IRB	
Level	1:	Let’s	
Talk about SoTL

10/07/2016 
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Nelson 
Nunez-
Rodriguez,	
Jacqueline 
Disanto, 
Rhonda 
Johnson, 
Antonios	
Varelas

Digital Storytelling 
Level 1: The 
Power	of	Digital	
Storytelling 

The purpose of the Digital Storytelling track is to introduce 
faculty to simple digital storytelling techniques and illustrate 
how these techniques can be used to enhance student 
learning through creative reflection.

In this track participants will:
•		Discuss	digital	literacy	and	the	power	of	digital	storytelling
•		Discuss	how	to	integrate	digital	storytelling	into	the	
classroom
•		Learn	how	Digital	Storytelling	can	enhance	student	
engagement
•		Examine	best	practices	in	communication
•		Learn	simple	Non-Linear	Editing	Techniques
This track has two mandatory concurrent meetings.
-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch

Note: This workshop  is the first of four parts in the Digital 
Storytelling	track;	the	second	part	will	be	offered	on	
October 28, 2016. In order to receive a certification for this 
track, you must attend all sessions.

9/30/2016
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Aaron	
Davis	&	
Jennifer
Tang
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Presenter Workshop Name Description Time/Location

Hostos Teaching Institute Workshops

Team-Based	
Learning 
Level 1: 
Creating a 
Sustained	Group	
Experience in the 
Classroom.

My students hate group work.  Why would I want to 
engage in group work for the entire semester?  What 
really	is	the	focus	of	group	work	and	how	is	Team-Based	
Learning	different	from	regular	group	work?	Is	Team-
Based	Learning	a	legitimate	pedagogical	technique	or	
another distraction for our students?  I want my students 
to	interact	with	the	content	and	not	think	they	can’t	
learn	from	each	other.		Will	Team-Based	Learning	help	
my students learn the material while working with their 
peers?
In Session 1, you will learn the pedagogy and theory 
behind	Team-Based	Learning.		You	will	receive	resources	
that	will	assist	you	to	create	a	Team-Based	Learning	
syllabus for the spring 2017 semester.  

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch
Note: This workshop  is the first of four parts in the 
Team-Based	Learning	track;	the	second	part	will	be	
offered	on	December	2,	2016.	In	order	to	receive	a	
certification for this track, you must attend all sessions.

Sandy
Figueroa, 
Elisabeth
Tappeiner 

&	Iber	
Poma

10/21/16
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Aaron	
Davis,
Karin 
Lundberg

Digital 
Storytelling 
Level 2: 
Creating 
Educational 
Digital Stories

The purpose of the Digital Storytelling track is 
to introduce faculty to simple digital storytelling 
techniques  and illustrate how these techniques can 
be used to enhance student learning through creative 
reflection.

In this track participants will:
·   Create a subject matter Digital Story
·   Explore easy to use mobile applications
·   Work on developing a project that can be used in 
Spring 2017
·			Address	potential	problems	that	can	occur	using	
Digital Stories
·  Learn how to evaluate student work
	-Mandatory	follow	up	in	Spring	2017	TBD:	Pedagogical	
Design with Digital Stories.

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch
Note: This workshop is the second of four parts in the 
Digital	Storytelling	track;	the	third	part	will	be	offered	
in Spring 2017. In order to receive a certification for 
this track, you must attend all sessions.

10/28/2016
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR



25CTL NEWSLETTER | www. hostos.cuny.edu/ctl/

Using online 
tools to 
develop 
intellectual 
and practical 
skills 

This two-part workshop will introduce participants to 
pedagogical methods, topics, and activities that enhance 
student intellectual and practical skills and are appropriate 
for a course.  We will explore how an online presence 
can be used for course activities that foster and reinforce 
skills such as critical thinking, inquiry and analysis, written 
and oral communication, teamwork, problem-solving, 
and quantitative and information literacy.  The use of 
Blackboard	tools	such	as	Panopto,	collaborate,	blogs,	
journals, wikis, discussion and groups will be covered. 
Non-Blackboard	web	tools	such	as	Nearpod,	Prezi	and	
Socrative will also be discussed. The workshop will 
include presentations by faculty practitioners and skills–
enhancing activities that could be used in a course.        

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch

Note: This workshop  is the first of two parts in the 
Using	Online	Tools	to	Develop	Intellectual	and	Practical	
Skills	track;	the	second	part	will	be	offered	in	Spring	
2017. In order to receive a certification for this track, you 
must attend all sessions.

11/11/2016
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Presenter Workshop Name Description Time/Location

Hostos Teaching Institute Workshops

Nelson 
Nunez-
Rodriguez,	
Jacqueline 
Disanto, 
Rhonda 
Johnson, 
Antonios	
Varelas

SoTL/IRB	

Level	2:	Let’s	
Develop a SoTL 
Proposal

Participants	from	workshop	SoTL/IRB-Level	1	will	have	a	
hands-on session creating an alignment between their 
research questions, which is required methodology to 
document	intervention	effectiveness.	The	session	will	
allocate	enough	time	to	discuss	specific	IRB-requirements	
for participant projects. It is expected that participants 
completed	the	HRPP/IRB	certificate	before	attending	
this session. This session will also share 2017 upcoming 
pedagogy grant opportunities and avenues to develop 
these proposals. The session will devote time to 
highlight current nationwide SoTL trends from the 13th 
International Society for Scholarship and Teaching and 
Learning conference, as some workshop facilitators will 
attend this event in October 2016. 

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch
Note: This workshop  is the second of four parts in the 
SoTL/IRB	track;	the	third	part	will	be	offered	in	Spring	
2017. In order to receive a certification for this track, 
you must attend all sessions.

11/04/2016 
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

George	
Rosa,  Julie 
Trachman, 
Kate Wolfe, 
Jorge 
Matos, 
Anna	
Arakelyan	
&	Juan	
Preciado
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Jacqueline
Disanto

Peer	Review	Level	
I:	Using	GenEd	
Competencies to 
Strengthen your 
Peer	Observation

12/9/16
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

What should matter most in a peer observation?  
What should you showcase?  The first session will 
focus on the connection among student-learning 
outcomes,	GenEd	competencies,	and	pedagogy.		
The second workshop will take place in the spring 
semester.		Please	bring	a	syllabus,	lesson	plan,	or	
activity to this workshop.

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch

Note: This workshop is the first of two parts in the 
Peer	Review	of	Teaching	track;	the	second	part	
will	be	offered	in	Spring	2017.	In	order	to	receive	
a certification for this track, you must attend all 
sessions.

This hands-on workshop is a follow up to Level 1 
of	the	Tools	for	21st	Century	Learners:	An	intro	to	
Academic	Technologies	track.		Be	ready	to	roll	up	your	
sleeves	and	dive	deeper	into	Blackboard	as	well	as	
some	CUNYfirst	basics.		Organization	is	a	key	element	
of	any	successful	course,	and	Blackboard	has	many	
tools for both faculty creating a course and student 
assignments	and	activities.		Attendees	will	learn	the	
appropriate	applications	of	the	various	Blackboard	
functions	and	how	to	apply	them	as	effectively	as	
possible.

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch
Note: This workshop is the second of four parts in 
the	Tools	for	21st	Century	Learners	track;	the	third	
part	will	be	offered	in	Spring	2017.	In	order	to	
receive a certification for this track, you must attend 
all sessions.

David Dos 
Santos	&	
Kate Lyons

Tools for 21st 
Century Learners
Level 2: Learning 
Blackboard	and	
Rich Media Tools

11/18/2016
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Presenter Workshop Name Description Time/Location

Hostos Teaching Institute Workshops

Now	that	you	have	created	the	Team-Based	Learning	
syllabus, you will be ready in Session 2 to present 
your syllabus to your colleagues for their input and 
suggestions.		You	will	have	an	opportunity	to	learn	
from your colleagues and answer their questions and 
comments.

-9:30am	-	10:00am	Breakfast
-1:00pm - 2:00pm Lunch
Note: This workshop is the second of four parts  
in	the	Team-Based	Learning	track;	the	third	part	
will	be	offered	in	Spring	2017.	In	order	to	receive	
a certification for this track, you must attend all 
sessions.

12/2/16
10:00am – 1:00pm

FDR

Sandy 
Figueroa 
&	Iber	
Poma

Team-Based	
Learning Level 2: 
Implementing	TBL	
in your Curriculum
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FALL	2016	PROFESSIONAL	DEVELOPMENT	ACTIVITES

S E P T E M B E R
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FALL	2016	PROFESSIONAL	DEVELOPMENT	ACTIVITES

O C T O B E R
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FALL	2016	PROFESSIONAL	DEVELOPMENT	ACTIVITES

N O V E M B E R
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FALL	2016	PROFESSIONAL	DEVELOPMENT	ACTIVITES

D E C E M B E R
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UPCOMING	CONFERENCES	ON	TEACHING	AND	LEARNING

September 2016
7-10 
SCJA	2016	Conference;	Savannah,	GA

http://www.scja.net/conference.html

October 2016
3-4 
Turning	Technologies	User	Conference;	Las	Vegas,	NV
https://www.turningtechnologies.com/about-turning-technologies/events

November 2016
1-4 
International	Journal	of	Arts	&	Sciences	Academic	Conference;	Prague,	Czech	Republic
http://internationaljournal.org/prague.html

December 2016
1-3 
National	Science	Teachers	Association	(NSTA)	Area	Conference;	Columbus,	OH
http://www.nsta.org/conferences/area3.aspx

For	more	upcoming	Call	for	Papers	and	Conferences	across	the	world,	visit	our	Hostos	website	at:	
www.hostos.cuny.edu/ctl/resources/upcoming-conferences/

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Yeily	Peña	Vicente
Anna	Austenfeld

Itzel	Ortega	Mendez
Jacqueline DiSanto
Emmanuel Rosario

Lemar Francis
Duplicating	Center:	Mercedes	Valdez	,	Dian	Beckett	and	David	Floyd
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INDESIGN	
TEMPLATE

STUDENT
NEWSLETTER

LET’S	SEE	WHAT	IS	HAPPENING	
ON	THE	CAMPUS!

STUDENT COUNCIL
www.website.com


