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Category A: Skills 
 

COMPETENCY (4)  (3)  (2)   (1) 

A1: Use Reasoning Skills Consistently uses a clear and 

developed reasoning process to 
explain, analyze, or solve a 
problem.  

Often but not 
consistently uses 

a clear and 
developed 
reasoning process 
to explain, analyze, 
or solve a problem.  

Relatively 
infrequently uses a 

clear or developed 
reasoning process to 
explain, analyze, or 
solve a problem.  

Rarely uses or develops a reasoning 

process to explain, analyze, or solve a 
problem.  

A2: Demonstrate acts of 
communication 

Consistently speaks or writes 

clearly and effectively.  
 
 
 

Often but not 
consistently 

speaks or writes 
clearly and 
effectively. 

Relatively 
infrequently speaks 

or writes clearly or 
effectively. 

Rarely speaks or writes clearly or 

effectively. 
 

A2: Use context-appropriate 
vocabulary 

Consistently uses vocabulary 

appropriate to a task, discipline, or 
medium.  
 
 
 
 

Often but not 
consistently uses 

vocabulary 
appropriate to a 
task, discipline, or 
medium. 

Relatively 
infrequently uses 

vocabulary 
appropriate to a 
task, discipline, or 
medium. 

Rarely uses vocabulary appropriate to a 

task, discipline, or medium. 

A3: Distinguish factual from 
subjective information 

Consistently recognizes and 

clearly articulates the difference 
between types of information, 
including the difference between 
fact and opinion.  
 
 
 

Often but not 
consistently 

recognizes and 
clearly articulates 
the difference 
between types of 
information, 
including the 
difference between 
fact and opinion.  
 

Relatively 
infrequently 

recognizes or clearly 
articulates the 
difference between 
types of information, 
including the 
difference between 
fact and opinion. 

Rarely recognizes or clearly articulates 

the difference between types of 
information, including the difference 
between fact and opinion. 
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Category B: Subject Area Knowledge 
 

COMPETENCY (4)  (3)  (2)   (1) 

B1: Demonstrate knowledge of defining 
principles 

Consistently 
showcases and 
articulates 
knowledge of 
defining principles in 
a discipline.  

Often but not 
consistently 
showcases and 
articulates 
knowledge of 
defining 
principles in a 
discipline.  

Relatively 
infrequently 
showcases or 
articulates knowledge 
of defining principles in 
a discipline.  
 

Rarely showcases or 
articulates knowledge of 
defining principles in a 
discipline.  

B2: Make meaningful interdisciplinary 
connections 

Consistently 
showcases and 
articulates 
connections 
between topics, 
ideas, or disciplines. 
 
 

Often but not 
consistently 
articulates 
connections 
between topics, 
ideas, or 
disciplines. 
 

Relatively 
infrequently articulates 
connections between 
topics, ideas, or 
disciplines.  

Rarely articulates 
connections between 
topics, ideas, or 
disciplines.  
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Category C: Synthesis and Application 
 

COMPETENCY (4)  (3)  (2)   (1) 

C1: Research 
Independently 

Consistently demonstrates a facility with 

sources, as evidenced in citations and length. 
Integrates sources through paraphrase and 
independent discussion.   
 

Often but not consistently 

demonstrates a facility with 
sources, as evidenced in 
citations. Often but not 
consistently meets length 
expectations. Often but not 
consistently uses 

paraphrase and 
independent discussion.  

Relatively infrequently 

demonstrates familiarity 
or facility with sources. 
Relatively infrequently 

uses paraphrase or 
independent discussion. 

Rarely demonstrates familiarity or 

facility with sources, as evidenced 
through citations. Rarely integrates, 

applies, or independently discusses 
ideas from outside sources.  

C2: 
Demonstrate 
awareness of 
different types 
of evidence 

Consistently cites various and appropriate 

sources in a writing or project. Thoroughly 
describes these sources. 
 
 
 

Often but not consistently 
cites various sources. Often 
but not consistently 

describes these sources. 

Relatively infrequently 

cites a limited number 
of sources.  
Relatively infrequently 

describes these 
sources. 

Rarely cites any sources. Rarely 

describes sources, even when 
included. 

C3: Present 
information 
cohesively and 
logically 

Consistently presents and thoroughly 

analyzes relevant information, maintaining clear 
flow of ideas. 
 
 
 
 

Often but not consistently 

presents and thoroughly 
analyzes relevant 
information. Often but not 
consistently maintains 

clear flow of ideas.   

Relatively infrequently 

presents and analyzes 
information. Relatively 
infrequently maintains 

clear flow of ideas. 

Rarely presents or thoroughly 

analyzes relevant information. 
Rarely maintains clear flow of ideas.   

C4: Interpret 
data 

Consistently presents and discusses relevant 

data thoroughly. Considers multiple possible 
perspectives on data or information. Is well-
informed and persuasive in conclusions. 
 

Often but not consistently 

discusses relevant data 
thoroughly. Often but not 
consistently considers 

multiple possible 
perspectives on data. Is 
often but not consistently 

persuasive in conclusions.  
 

Relatively infrequently 

discusses relevant data. 
Relatively infrequently 

considers multiple 
perspectives on data. 
Only relatively 
infrequently becomes 

persuasive in 
conclusions.  

Rarely discusses relevant data. 
Rarely considers more than one 
perspective on data. Is rarely 

persuasive in conclusions.   
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Category D: Global Citizenship 
 

COMPETENCY (4)  (3)  (2)   (1) 

D1: Perform 
ethical reasoning 

Consistently considers multiple 

perspectives on ethical concerns 
when arguing for a particular 
position. 

Often but not 
consistently considers 

multiple perspectives on 
ethical concerns when 
arguing for a particular 
position.  

Relatively infrequently 

considers multiple 
perspectives on ethical 
concerns when arguing for 
a particular position.  

Rarely considers multiple perspectives 

on ethical concerns, even when arguing 
for a particular position.   

D2: Consider 
human differences 

Consistently demonstrates 

nuanced understanding of human 
differences based on interpersonal 
interaction and/or encounters with 
cross-cultural texts.  
 

 
 
 

Often but not 
consistently 

demonstrates nuanced 
understanding of human 
differences based on 
interpersonal interaction 
and/or encounters with 
cross-cultural texts.  
 

Relatively infrequently 

demonstrates nuanced 
understanding of human 
differences based on 
interpersonal interaction 
and/or encounters with 
cross-cultural texts. 

Rarely demonstrates nuanced 

understanding of human differences 
based on interpersonal interaction and/or 
encounters with cross-cultural texts. 

D3: Engage with a 
community 
 
 

Consistently and consciously 

applies course skills or knowledge to 
collaborative work in local and/or 
global communities. 
 
 

Often but not 
consistently 

consciously applies 
course skills or 
knowledge to 
collaborative work in 
local and/or global 
communities. 

Relatively infrequently 

applies course skills or 
knowledge to collaborative 
work in local and/or global 
communities. 

Rarely engages or applies course skills 

or knowledge to collaborative work in 
local and/or global communities. 
 

D5 / C5: Possess 
environmental 
awareness 

Consistently considers and 

articulates theoretical and/or 
practical perspectives about 
environmental and natural concerns.   
 

Often but not 
consistently considers 

and articulates 
theoretical and/or 
practical perspectives 
about environmental 
and natural concerns.   
 

Relatively infrequently 

considers or articulates 
perspectives, whether 
theoretical or practical, 
about environmental and 
natural concerns.   

Rarely considers or articulates 

perspectives, whether theoretical or 
practical, about environmental and 
natural concerns.   

 


